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The Commencement of the FRENCH HoSTILITIES 
on the Frontiers of Virginia i in 1753, to the Surrender 
of Oſwego, on the 14th of Auguſt, 17 56. 


INTERSPERSED 


With various Obſervations, Characters, and Anecdotes ; neceſſary to 
give Light into the Conduct of American Tranſactions in general; 
and more eſpecially into the political Management of Affairs in 
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RE V1 E 


MILITARY OPERATIONS 


NORTH AMERICA, &. 


My LoR p, | 


Bs ESTEEM myſelf highly honoured, when you tarotution 


gg requeſt of me, a full account of the riſe, pro- 

greſs, and preſent ſtate, of the military ope- 
rations in North America; with a juſt deli- 
neation of the characters of the principal agents in our 
political affairs. Indeed, my Lord, you impoſe a taſk 


that will require a Volume, rather than a Letter. As 
your Lordſhip's deſire, however, ſhall always carry with 


me the force of a command, I will engage in it with the 
utmoſt chearfulneſs. Forgive me, my Lord, for ſaying 
I have a ſtill ſtronger motive for compoſing theſe ſheets, 
than a mere compliance with your Lordſhip's requeſt ; 
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[21] 
to which I would ever pay the profoundeſt regard. When 
I refle& upon your eminent ſtation — your excelling abi- 
lities — your warm and active zeal, for the intereſt and 
welfare of the Britiſh colonies ; I am prompted by an un- 


feigned deſire of ſerving my country; and ſetting before 


American 
colonies too 
long neg- 
lected, tho 
of general 
importance, 


your Lordſhip's eyes Txurn, in her plain undiſguiſed ha- 
biliments: I would ſtrip her of all that deluſive colouring, 
with which ſhe hath been artfully varniſhed, by letter- 
writers from this part of the world ; either to ſubſerve 
ſome mean ſiniſter party deſign, or to promote the views 


of ſome aſpiring and ambitious minds. Candour and 


integrity {hall therefore guide my pen; and amidſt the 
variety with which it is my purpoſe to preſent your Lord- 
ſhip, it ſhalt be my ſacred endeavour, to the beſt of my 


knowledge, to attach myſelf to the ſtricteſt — the moſt 


impartial verity. 


Taz American colonies, I ſpeak it with ſubmiſſion, 
my Lord, were too long neglected by their mother coun- 


try; tho' loudly demanding her patronage and aſſiſt- 
ance. Thoſe, on the continent, require her peculiar 
notice : They may be made an inexhauſtible magazine 
of wealth ; and it ſuffered to fall into the hands of the 
French, ſuch will be the acceſſion to their already ex- 
tended commerce and marine ſtrength, that Great Bri- 
tain muſt not only loſe her former luſtre, but, dreadful 
even in thought | ceaſe to be any longer an independent 
power. Nay, ſhould every other ſcheme fail, the ſucceſs 
of this vil inevitably accompliſh the long: projected 
deſign 


a 


11 


deſign of that aſpiring nation, for ſetting up an Uni- 
verſal Monarchy : for, if France rule the ocean, her re- 
ſources will enable her to ſubject all Europe to her de- 
ſpotic ſway. But it is unneceſſary to offer any arguments 
in ſupport of a propoſition, of which the Public ſeems 
to remain no longer inſenſible. Happy for us, had theſe 
ſentiments prevailed earlier, and been more frequently 
inculcated ! 

Tux importance of the colonies, my Lord, was too More conſi 
little conſidered, till the commencement of the laſt war. the reduc- 
The reduction of Cape Breton by the people of New Lows, 
England, was an acquiſition fo unexpected and fortu- 
nate, that America became, on that remarkable event, a 
more general topic of converſation. Mr. Shirley, the 
governor of the Maſſachuſets Bay, was the principal 
projector of that glorious enterprize : An enterprize, 
which reduced to the obedience of his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, the DUxkIxk of North America. Of ſuch conſe- 
quence to the French, was the poſſeſſion of that impor- 
tant key to their American ſettlements, that its reſtitu- 
tion was, in reality, the purchaſe of the laſt general 
. Peace in Europe. 

4 Or all our plantation Governors, my Lord, Mr. Shir- Character of 
18 ley is moſt diſtinguiſhed for his fingular e . 
was born in England, and bred up to the Law, at one 
of the Inns of Court. In that profeſſion he afterwards 
= | practiſed, for ſeveral years, in the Maſſachuſets Bay: 
* and, in 1741, was advanced by his Majeſty to the ſu- 

A'S  _ _ preme 
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preme command of that colony. He is a Gentleman of 
great political ſagacity, deep penetration,” and indefati- 
gable induſtry. With reſpe& to the ,wiſdom and equity 
of his adminiſtration, he can boaſt- the univerſal ſuffrage 
of a wile, free, jealous, and moral people. Tho' not 
bred to arms, he is eminently poſſeſſed of theſe impor- 
tant military virtues — An extent of capacity to form 
and execute great deſigns ; --- profound ſecreſy; --- love 
of regularity and diſcipline ; --- a frugal and laborious 
manner of living ; with the art of conciliating the affec- 
tions; — a talent which Hannibal admired in Pyrrhus, 
above all the reſt of his martial accompliſhments. In 
the firſt of theſe great qualities, Mr. Shirley is univer- 
ſally acknowledged to ſhine : and it is, in reality, more 
eſtimable, than all other military endowments without 
it; conſiſting, to uſe the words of that diſcerning hi- 
ſtorian Mr. Rollin, in having great views; in forming 
“ plans at a . in propoſing a deſign, from 
which the author never departs; in concerting all the 
meaſures neceſſary for its ſucceſs; in knowing how 
to ſeize the favourable moments of occafion, which 
are rapid in their courſe, and never return; to make 
even ſudden and unforeſcen accidents ſubſervient to a 
plan; in a word, to be upon the watch againſt every 
thing, without being perplexed and diſconcerted by 
any event.” But, whether it ariſes from his being fo 
far advanced in years, or from his conſtitutional diſpo- 
ſition and make, he has not, in my opinion, that acti- 
vity and alertneſs ſo conducive to warlike expedition; 


and 
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and on which the ſucceſs of an enterprize frequently 
depends. This was one of the characteriſtics of Brad- 
dock; a commander, vigorous in executing, as Mr. Shir- 
ley, judicious in contriving a plan — /ed nom ommia poſſu- 
mus omnes - and tis eaſier, my Lord, to find active 
hands, than able heads. No man perhaps in the na- His attention 


. . to colony 
tion, has beſtowed more attention, upon the ſtate of the affurs. 


colonies in general: and having their intereſt fincerely 
at heart, he has been perpetually concerting expedients, 
advancive of their proſperity, and to check the views of 
an all-graſping Monarch. Upon the reduction of Louiſ- 
burgh, he earneſtly recommended to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, the demolition of that fortreſs, and an expedi- 
tion againſt the French ſettlements in Canada, The 
reaſons why he ſucceeded in neither of theſe propoſals, 


I cannot take upon me to aſſign. His Majeſty, how- 1s rewarded 

ever, ſenſible of his ſervices, gave him a regiment in 1 
1746; and upon the concluſion of the peace of Aix-la- {err con 

Chapelle, ſent him as one of the Britiſh commiſſaries to Paris. 

Paris, for ſettling the controverted limits between the 

two Crowns in America. Amidſt all the ſplendors and 

delicacies of Verſailles, he forgot neither Ou intereſt, 

nor His duty. As a proof of his integrity and dili- 

gence, during that fruitleſs embaſſy, one need only per- 

uſe theſe judicious and laborious memorials, in ſupport 

of his Majeſty's right to Nova Scotia, which were prin- 

cipally framed by him; and lately publiſhed by order 

of the Lords of Trade, as a full exhibit of our title to 

| that 


1753. 
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that part of America. When no ſatisfaction could, in 


this way, be obtained from the Court of France; which 
was artfully endeavouring to ſpin out the negotiation, 
and at the ſame time fortifying the places in queſtion, 
as well as making new acquiſitions; the Britiſh commiſ- 
ſaries retired from the French Court, and Mr. Shirley re- 
ſumed his government in New England in Auguſt 1753. 
Tux French, jealous of the growth of the Engliſh 


Thi Nench Colonies, were now meditating all poſſible arts to diſtreſs 
encroach on them, and extend the limits of their own frontier. The 


Virginia, 


Meſſage to 
the com- 
mandant. 


It | is anſwer- 
EN. 


marquis Du Queſne, an enterprizing genius, was at this 
time inveſted with the ſupreme command of New 
France. Our provinces were quickly alarmed by the 
French ſettlements, which he this year began on the 
banks of the Ohio. Virginia, appearing more imme- 
diately concerned, Mr. Dinwiddie * wrote, on the 3 iſt 
of October, to the commandant of the French forces 
there, complaining of ſundry late hoſtilities : and de- 
firing to know, by what authority an armed force had 


W from Canada, and invaded a territory indubi- 


tably the right of his Britannic Majeſty. Major Waſh- 


ington, a gentleman of whom I ſhall have occaſion in 


the ſequel to make honourable mention, was the bearer 
of this letter. He returned with an anſwer from Monſ. 


Legardeur De St. Pierre, dated at the fort on Beef River, 


15 December, 1753; of which the following is an exact 
* tranſlation : : As I have the honour to command here 


* Lieutenant Governor of Virginia. 
6 1 


71 


© in chief, Mr. Waſhington delivered me the letter, 1733. 
« which you directed to the commandant of the French "YE 
« troops. I ſhould have been pleaſed if you had given 
« him orders, or if he himſelf had been diſpoſed, to viſit 
« Canada and our general ; to whom, rather than to 
« me, it properly appertains to demonſtrate the reality 
« of the King my maſter's rights to lands ſituated along 
ce the Ohio, and to diſpute the pretenſions of the King 
© of Great Britain in that reſpect. S 

.I ſhall immediately forward your letter to Monf. 
« Le Marquis Du Queſne, His anſwer will be a law to 
« me: and if he directs me to communicate it to you, 
« I aſſure you, Sir, I ſhall neglet nothing that may be 
6 neceſſary to convey it to you with expedition. 

« As to the requiſition you make (that I retire with 
<« the troops under my command) I cannot believe my- 
« ſelf under any obligation to ſubmit to it. I am here, 
« in virtue of my general's orders; and I beg, Sir, you 
« would not doubt a moment of my fixed reſolution 
© to conform to them, with all the exactitude and 
« ſteadineſs that might be expected from a better 
4 64 officer. 

3 « ] do not know that, in the courſe of this cam- 
= *- ** paign, any thing has paſſed that can be eſteemed an 

« act of hoſtility, or contrary to the treaties ſubſiſting 
between the two Crowns ; the continuation of which 
is as intereſting and pleaſing to us, as it can be to the 

* Engliſh, If it had been agreeable to you, Sir, in 

© this 


„ 
* 


| [8] 

| 1753. © this reſpect, to have made a particular detail of the 
| 2 fats which occaſion your complaint, I ſhould have 
| had the honour of anſwering you in the moſt ex- 
plicit manner; and I am perſuaded you would have 


« had reaſon to be ſatisfied. 
I have taken particular care to receive Mr. Waſh- 
ington, with all the diſtinction ſuitable to your dig- 


nity, and to his quality and great merit. I flatter 
myſelf that he will do me this juſtice, and join with 


me in teſtifying the profound reſpect with which I am, 
ane © © 


«© Your moſt bumble and 
«© moſt obedient ſervant, 


« Legardeur De St. Pierre.” 


1754 O the receipt of this reſolute anſwer, Mr. Dinwiddie 
Virginians made inſtant complaint to the Court of Great Britain; 
apply for aid and by alarming ſpeeches laboured to rouze the Virginians 
to the co- 


lonies. into a vigorous oppofition. He wrote alſo to the neigh- 


bouring governors, importuning the aid of the other colo- 


nies, for repelling the- invaſion, and erecting a fort at the 
confluence of the Ohio and Monangahela. An immediate 


junction in ſuch meaſures became abſolutely requiſite for 
our common ſecurity. But the colonies, alas ! were ſunk 
into a profound lethargy ; and, reſigned to ſtupidity and 
ſlumbering, appeared inſenſible of the threatening danger. 
They contemned the power of Canada ; confided in the 
number ol; their inhabitants ; attentive were they to 
the igconventencies of an endleſs frontier z and in ſhort 
| 8 intirely 


* 
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intirely unacquainted with the fituation of the inland 1754. 
country. The waters of the Ohio, before this period, 
were ſcarce known, ſave to a few Indian traders; and 
the generality deemed thoſe French ſettlements too re- 
mote to be the object of dread, and a matter of inſig- 
nificant moment. Accordingly, when application was But tic 4.- 
its . . nerally ex- 

made for ſuccours to Virginia, conformable to directions cuſed them- 
from the miniſtry, ſome of our provincial aſſemblies, par- fees 
ticularly thoſe of Penſylvania and New York **, ſeemed 
even to queſtion his Majeſty's title to the Lad uſurped 
by the French. Others, to avoid their ſhare in the 
burden, framed the moſt trifling excuſes. New York, 
however, voted 5000 l. currency in aid of Virginia; 
which, conſidering her own ſituation, and approaching 
diſtreſs, was no ungenerous contribution. 

Taz Virginians nevertheleſs proceeded in their reſolu- Forces raiſed 


tion of marching a body of troops to the protection of Waſhington. 
their frontiers : and paſſed an act in February 1754, for | 


* You would not admit, that the French encroachments and fortifications on the 


« Ohio were within our limits, or his Majeſty's dominions, thereby lecking an excuſe 
* to avoid doing what was required of you.” 


Gov. Morris's meſſage to the aſſembly 
of Penſylvania, 22 Nov. 1755. 


* ce It appears, by other papers your honour has been pleaſed to communicate to 
« us, that the French have built a fort at a place called the French Creek, at a con- 
ſiderable diflance from the river Ohio, which may, but does not by any evidence 


«©: or information appear to us to be an invaſion of any of his Majeſty's colonies.” 


Addreſs of the general aſſembly to Lieut. Gov- 
De Lancey, 23 April, 1754. . 


[ 101 

| 1554. raiſing 10,0001. and 300 men. The command was 
=. given to Col. Waſhington, a a young gentleman of great 
| bravery and diſtinguiſhed merit. By his Majeſty's di- 
rection, two of the regular independent companies of 
foot at New York, were ordered to the frontier of that 


dominion. They imbarked for Virginia on board the 
Centaur man of war; which unfortunately did not 
ſail from thence till the middle of June, and carried 
the money before mentioned to the aſſiſtance of that 

_ colony. 
. Wasuincron began his march, at the head of 
ſkirmiſhwith his little army, about the iſt of May. On the 28th he 
the enemy. had a ſkirmiſh with the enemy, of whom ten were flain, 
and about twenty made priſoners. But this public - ſpi- 
rited officer ſoon experienced a reverſe of fortune. Wait- 
ing for-further reinforcements, he was alarmed with an 
account, that goo French and 200 Indians were ad- 
| racing from the Ohio ; who accordingly in two days 
after came up, and an engagement immediately en- 
ſued. Our troops were but a handful compared to the 
number of the enemy, conſiſting only of about three hun- 
| | But was af- dred effective men. Aſter a vigorous reſiſtance for three 


3 | d 2 : a 
| ſubdued by hours, in which it was ſaid near two hundred of the 


numbers. French and their Indian allies were {lain ; Col. Waſhing- 
ton, obſerving the great ſuperiority of the enemy, who 
now began to hemm him in on all quarters, found him- 


The third of July. 


ſelf 


E —— . ae 
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ſelf under an abſolute neceſſity of 8 to the diſ- 1754. 
agreeable terms that were offered him * r 


* The terms of capitulation granted by Monſ. De Villier, captain and commander 
of the infantry of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to thoſe Engliſh troops actually 
in Fort Neceſſity, which is built on the land of the king's dominions. 

As our intentions have never been to trouble the peace and harmony which reigns 
between the two princes in amity, but only to revenge the aſſaſſination which has 
been done on one of our officers, bearer of a ſtation, as appears by his writings ; 
as alſo to hinder any eſtabliſhment on the lands in the dominions of the king my 
maſter ; upon theſe conſiderations, we are willing to grant protection and favour 
to all the Engliſh that are in the ſaid fort, upon the conditions hereafter mentioned. 


ARTICLE I. 


We grant the Engliſh commander, to retire with all his garriſon, and to return 
peaceably into his own country ; and promiſe to hinder his receiving any-inſults from 
us French, and to reſtrain, as much as ſhall be in our power, the ſavages that are 


with us. 
ARTICLE II. 


That the Engliſh be permitted to march out, and carry every thing with them, 
except the nen. which we keep. 


| ARTICLE III. | 
That we will allow the Engliſh all the honours of war; and that they ſhall march 
out with drums beating, and with a ſwivel gun ; — that we are willing to ſhew that 


we treat them as friends. 2 
ARTICLE IV. 4 
» 


That as ſoon as the articles are * by both parties, they ſtrike the En 
colours. 


r ARTICLE V. 
That to-morrow, at l of day, a detachment of the French ſhall make the 
garfiſon file off, and take poſſeſſion of the fort: And as the Engliſh have a few 
horſes or oxen, they are free to hide their effects, and come and ſearch for them 


when they have met their horſes: And that they may for this end have guardians, 


in what manner they pleaſe, upon condition that they will give their word of 
honour, not to work upon any building in this place, or in any part this fide the 
mountains, during a year, to be accounted from this day. And as the Engliſh have 
now in their power an officer, two cadets, and moſt of the priſoners made in the 
aſſaſſination of Sieur Deſamonville, that they promiſe to ſend them back to the Fort 
De Du Queſne, ſituate on the Fine River: And for the ſecurity of this article, as well 
as this treaty, Meſſ. Jacob Van Bracham and Robert Stobo, both captains, ſhall be put 
as hoſtages, till the arrival of the Canadians and French above-mentioned. We 


oblige ourſelves, on our ſide, to give an eſcort to return in fafety theſe two officers; 


a duplicate being made upon or of the poſt of our blockade, July 3, 17 54. 
"_- 6.7 
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1 0 The 


Conſe- 


quences of 
this defeat. 


12 
In this action we had thirty killed and fifty wounded. 
French were obſerved to be aſſiſted by a conſidera- 
ble number of Indians, who had been long in the Eng- 
liſh alliance: Not a few of them were known to be 
Delawares, Shawaneſe, and of the Six Nations“. On 
the ſurrender of our camp, they fell at once to pillaging 
the baggage and proviſions ; and not content with this, 
they afterwards ſhot ſome of the horſes and cattle, and. 
ſcalped two of the wounded . 
AcainsT this conduct, Col. Waſhington rembaſirants, 

but all his arguments made but little impreſſion upon 
them. The Canadians delight in blood ; and in bar- 


barity exceed, if poſſible, the very Garages themſel ves. 


Thus the French remained maſters of the field; the In- 
dians were riveted in their defection; his Majeſty s arms 
unſucceſsful ; and our frontiers pd through the ill- 
timed — of the provinces. The enemy, on the 
other hand, wiſely improved the preſent advantage, and 
erected forts, to ſecure to themſelves the quiet poſſeſſion 
of that fertile country. How evident then was the ne- 
ceſſity of uniting the power of the Britiſh colonies | The 
expediency of a plan for that purpoſe had been before 
conſidered. Some meaſures ſeemed alſo abſolutely requi- 


ſite for ſupporting our Indian intereſt, and Preventing 
their total declenſion. 


* They are called Mingoes by the ſouthern Indians, 
+ Among other infractions of the capitulation, the deſtruction of the doctor's 


box ought not to be n by which means our wounded were barbarouſly 
diſtrelled, 


See Col. Innes's letter of 12 July, 1754. 
ACCORD=- 


Ky 


[13 ] 
AccoRDINGLY, agreeable to his Majeſty's orders, the 17 54. 
14th of June was appointed for a grand congreſs of ae f- 
commiſſaries from the ſeveral provinces, to be held at 28 held at 
any. 
Albany, as well to treat with the Six Nations, as to con- 
cert a ſcheme for a general union of the Britiſh colo- 
nies. Meſſengers had been diſpatched to the Indian 
caſtles * to requeſt their attendance ; but they did not Indians de. 
arrive till the latter end of the month; and the Mo- . 
hawks, who live but 40 miles diſtant, came in laſt, This en- 
occaſioned various ſpeculations : ſome imputed it to fear; 
left the French, in their abſence, ſhould fall upon their 
countries : Others to art, --- imagining that by exciting 
our jealouſy of their wavering diſpoſition, at fo critical 
a juncture, the more liberal would be the preſents made 
them by the ſeveral governments. Not a few thought it 
an artifice of Mr. Johnſon's, who expecting to riſe into 
importance, from the reputation of a mighty influence 
over the Indians, kept them from a punctual attend- 
ance; being very confident of a public requeſt to him- 
ſelf from the commiſſioners, to go up, and haſten their 
progreſs. There was the higheſt evidence of the like 
piece of policy at an Indian treaty, during Mr. Clinton's 
adminiſtration. The Indians however at length arrived, 
tho“ fewer in number than was expected, or had been 


uſual on thoſe folemn occaſions, Hendrick, a noted 


* The Indians call their villages, which are only furrounded with palliſades, 
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1754. Mohawk ſachem *, apologized for the delay of that can- 
— con, in a ſpcech to this effect: There was (ſaid he) 

an interview laſt fall, between Col. Johnſon and the 

© Six Nations, at Onondaya, Our brethren of the other 

«= nations reported, that his ſpeech to us was concerted 
by the Mohawks : We therefore come laſt, to prevent 
any ground for the repetition of ſuch {landers, with 
regard to the addreſs now to be made us by your 
©« honour.” 


Commiſſon- THE congreſs having been a on the 1 Sth of June, 


ers, and how 


c 


Fa 


cc 


0 
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ranked. were ready to treat with the Six Nations; and on the 


29th, after ſettling diſputes between the commiſſioners 
concerning rank and precedence, Mr. De Lancey, the 
Lieutenant Governor of New York, addreſſed himſelf in 
a ſpeech to the Indians. --- On his right hand, were Meſſ. 
Murray and Johnſon, two of the council of New Vork; 
next to them, Meſſ. Wells, Hutchinſon, Chandler, Par- 
tridge, and Worthington, commiſſioners from the Maſ- 
ſachuſets Bay: Then the gentlemen from New Hamp- 
ſhire, Meſſ. Wyburn, Atkinſon, Ware, and Sherburn: 
And laſt on that fide, Meſſ. Hopkins and Howard, com- 
miſſioners of Rhode-Ifland. On his left, were ſeated 
Meſſ. Chambers and Smith, two other of his Majeſty's 
council for New Vork: Then the Connecticut commul- 
ſioners, Lieutenant Governor Pitkin, Major Walcot, and 
Col. Williams : : After _ Mel. Penn, n 8 : 


Ty oh. 


* A ſachem is a warrior, and a man 1 an eſtabliſhed reputation tis his wifdom 
and bravery, among the Indians. 


900 
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and Franklin, from Penfylvania : and laft of all, Col. 1754- 
"Taſker and Major Barnes, from Maryland. e 
Tux treaty was conducted with great ſolemnity. The tndians 
Indians appeared well pleaſed with the preſents from the he pft 
ſeveral governments; which, compared to former dona- but plane | 
tions, amounted to an immenſe value : But in their an- 
ſwer, recriminated upon us the deſertion of our fort“ at 
Saraghtoga the laſt war; lamented the defenceleſs con- 
dition of our frontier city of Albany; and extolled the 
better conduct of the French, in fortifying and main- 
taining their garriſons, 
Tux Indians being diſmiſſed, the conferences were 
continued till the xxth of July. The commiſſion- 
ers were, 'both for abilities and fortune, ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable men in North America. The ſpeak- 
ers however were not many; but of thoſe who ſpoke, 
ſome delivered themſelves with fingular energy and elo- 
quence. All were inflamed with a patriot-ſpirit, and the 
debates were nervous and pathetic. This aſſembly, my 
Lord, might very properly be compared to one of the 
antient Greek conventions, for ſupporting their expiring 
liberty againſt the power of the Perſian empire, or that 
LEwis of Greece, Philip of Macedon. In the concluſion, Plan of a 
a plan was concerted for a general union of the Britiſh wen. 
colonies, and creating a common fund to defray all mi- 


* Upon the diſbanding of the forces raiſed for the Canada expedition in 1746, * 


the aſſembly's diſinclination to garriſon it, the ore, by order of Mr. Clinton, was 
burnt and abandoned, 


litary 


| [26 ] 
1754. litary expences; and a repreſentation of their preſent 
| — — ſtate drawn up; which were agreed to; be laid before 
il the King's miniſters. Some of the governments have ne- 
vertheleſs declared themſelves averſe to this ſcheme ; tho' 
| b ell e, approved at the time by every member of the congreſs, 
| cept De except Mr. De Lancey, Unaccountable was the conduct 
ane. of this gentleman to ſeveral of the provincial deputies. 
| But thoſe who were beſt acquainted with his character 
ſ | and love of ſway, aſcribed his averſion from the plan, 
i to an apprehenſion, that ſhould the ſame take place, the 
| ſupreme officer, who agreeably to it was to preſide in the 
| | grand council of deputies from the reſpective colonies, 
would moſt probably be the governor of the Maſſachuſets 
Bay : An apprehenſion, which repreſſed his own aſpiring 
=: views; and, it was imagined, ſtung him with unſpeak- 
1% 8 able chagrin. 
| Hischarater As the Lieutenant Governor will appear, in the courſe 
and hiſtory. 
© of this letter, to bear a principal part in our public tranſ- 
actions, it will be neceſſary, before I proceed any farther, 
| to preſent your Lordſhip with his picture at full length. 
9 5 Without an intimate knowledge of that gentleman's hi- 
| FR ſtory and genius, it will be impoſſible to comprehend. his 
conduct, or trace his actions to their genuine ſource. 
© Hs is the eldeſt branch of one of the firſt families in 
dhe province. His father, a French refugee, a gentleman 
of diſtinguiſhed rank in this city, and who here acquired 
a large fortune, ſent him for his education to the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge: He was a youth of prompt parts, 
and 


4 


191 
and made a conſiderable progreſs in learning, eſpecially 17 - 
in the claſſics. In the year 1729 he was, by Governor 
Montgomery's recommendation, created one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Council of New Vork; but never engaged the 
public attention, till the time if Mr. Coſby. He became 
then very famous. With this governor he took part in 
moſt or all of his meaſures --- meaſures extremely arbi- 
trary, and productive of an adminiſtration odious and 
turbulent. Coſby, in return for his miniſterial ſervices, 
loaded him with favours. Depoſing Chief Juſtice Mor- 
ris (the main obſtacle to his perilous projects) he raiſed 
him to the firſt ſeat on the bench. But tho' his ex- 
cellency had the diſpoſition of offices, he could by no 
4 means delegate the affections of the people. According- 
ly, our politician was equally honoured and deſpiſed. 
He enjoyed the ſmiles of the governor, which loaded him 
with the curſes of the people; was careſſed by the for- 
mer, and by the latter abhorred. Coſby leaving a ſuc- 
ceſſor capable of governing without a prompter, the 
chief juſtice found it neceſſary to deface the memory of 
his former conduct, by cultivating the arts of popularity. 
Mr. Clarke, who ſucceeded +, being perfectly maſter of 
our conſtitution, a gentleman of experience and penetra- 


tion, and intimately acquainted with the temper of the 
people, in a ſhort time reconciled all parties; and by re- 


* Mr. De Lancey was not educated to the law; but having foent ſome time, 
after his return ſrom England, in the ſtudy of that ſcience, Gov. Montgomery ap- 


pointed him ſecond judge of the ſupreme Court of Judicature. 
+ In March 1736, 


C 550 ſtoring 


1754. 
—— 
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ſtoring the public tranquility, rendered Mr. De Lancey's 


plodding abilities utterly uſeleſs. Hence he was at full 


leiſure to court the populace. Suddenly he became tranſ- 
formed into a patriot; and, ſtrange to relate | without 
a ſingle act of patriotiſm. His uncommon vivacity, with 
the ſemblance of affability and eaſe ; his adroitneſs at a 
Jeſt, with a ſhew of condeſcenſion to his inferiors, won- 
derfully facilitated his progreſs. Theſe plauſible arts, to- 

gether with his influence as Chief Juſtice, and a vaſt per- 
ſonal eſtate at uſe, all conſpired to ſecure his popular 
triumph. To eſtabliſh ſuch an undue power, and amaz- 
ing influence, would, in a Grecian commonwealth, have 
expoſed a man of leſs ambition and better principles to 
the oſtraciſm. Mr. Clarke being ſuperſeded by Gover- 
nor Clinton , Mr. De Lancy was preſented with a freſh 
opportunity for the exhibition of his political genius. 
Mr. Clinton, a gentleman of but indifferent parts, wholly _ 
reſigned himſelf into his hands. Contenting himſelf with 

the title and ſalary of Governor, he left the ſole direc- 
tion of affairs to his miniſter, who, by virtue of his late 


late acquired omnipotence with the aſſembly, carried all 


his points, and even endeared him to the people. This 
intimacy ſubſiſted no longer than it was found condu- 
cive to his deligns. Having obtained from Mr. Clinton 
a new commiſſion for his office of Chief Juſtice during 
good behaviour; and flattering himſelf with the hopes of 


another, appointing him Lieut, Governor, through the 


Mir. Clinton arrived : as Gorernes, 22 Sept. 1743. ; a 
intereſt 


[ 19 J 
intereſt of his friends in England, he cared not howſoon 1754. 
his excellency abdicated the province, nor how tem- Yo 
peſtuous he rendered his adminiſtration ; and was there- 
fore prepared for an open rupture. He no ſooner thought 
himſelf capable of acting independently of the governor, 
than, like Sixtus Quintus, who threw aſide his crutches 
the moment of his exaltation to the popedom, he put 
off all that humble devotion, by which he had ſo fa- 
tally deceived his too credulous maſter, and openly et 
himſelf at defiance againſt him. Now he began to dic- 
tate, rather than adviſe : and inſtead of Sejanus, choſe 
to be Tiberius himſelf. Dining one day with Mr. Clin- 
ton, and inſiſting upon ſome favourite point with great 
imperiouſneſs, the Governor, who had hitherto very cor- 
dially ſuffered himſelf to be led, refuſed on this occaſion 
to be driven. The Chief Juſtice then aroſe and left him; 
declaring, with an oath, he would make his adminiſtra- 
tion uneaſy for the future: His Excellency replied, he 
might do his worſt. Thus they parted; nor were ever 
afterwards reconciled. This breach gave riſe to the con- 
tentions, which ſo unhappily imbroiled our provincial 
affairs, during the remainder of his adminiſtration. The 
aſſembly were inſtantly inflamed. He who before had 
been able to make them connive at very unjuſtifiable 
ſteps, could at once ſtir up an oppoſition to the moſt 
unexceptionable meaſures. Remonſtrances, warm and 
virulent, were now drawn up; unworthy their own dig- 
nity to offer, and replete with the groſſeſt language to 
6 | ; his 
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1254. his Majeſty's repreſentative. Thus was formed againſt 


Mr. Clinton a powerful party, which ceaſed not, -while 
he continued at the helm, to harraſs and perplex him, 
To ſuch an exorbitant length did they carry their oppo- 
fition, as to throw off the reſtraint of humanity : They 
had even recourſe to force and violence. Nay, a parti- 
ſan of the Chief Juſtice, in defiance of the ſacred rights 
of the magiſtracy and the law --- to ſhew his reſentment 
againſt Mr. Clinton and his adherents --- aſſaulted the 
mayor; whipped the ſherift ; damned the Governor; and 
ſtabbed his phyſician. My Lord, we became the ſport 
and contempt of our neighbours ; and it is beyond con- 
tradition, that Mr. De Lancey, by blowing up the coals 


of contention, did the province more injury, than he 


will ever be able to repair. Nor is there any reaſon to 


doubt, that the enormous power of this gentleman, and 


the ferment raiſed againſt Mr. Clinton, occaſioned the 


39th article of the king's inſtructions to Sir Danvers 


Oſborn ; which appears purpoſely calculated to render 


our future Governors independent on his influence over 


the aſſembly : For a law indefinite, making proviſion for 


the ſalary allowed by the King to his Governors; and 


competent falaries to all judges, juſtices, and other ne- 
ceſſary officers and miniſters of government ſuch a 


law, I fay, would effectually render a Governor indepen- 


dent of the aflembly, and conſequently of any undue 


influence in it. Nor without ſuch independence, or an 


abridgement of Mr. De Lancey's power, by reducing 
nm OM him 
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him to his primitive private ſtation, do I ſee any proba- 1754. 
bility of the extinction of that party-ſpirit, which hat 
ſo long diſturbed the tranquility, and injured the public 
weal of the colony. Mr. Clinton, being ſuperſeded by 
Sir Danvers Oſborn *, a gentleman of a moſt amiable 
moral character, retired into the country; from whence 
he propoſed to embark for Great Britain. The Chief 
Juſtice, notwithſtanding his long declared enmity, and 
unwearied induſtry to embarraſs his adminiſtration, 
had now --- the humility, ſhall I call it? --- to diſpatch 
a meſſenger to him, with deſign if poſlible to procure an 
| accommodation — in order to ſecure his favour in Eng- 
1 land, when he could no longer diſtreſs him in America. 
It were difficult to determine, whether this required a 
higher degree of aſſurance or ſervility. But it is no un- 
common thing, to behold the ſame perſon faſtidious and 
 fawning, ſupercilious and ſycophantic. Mr. Clinton, far 
from an implacable enemy, began to be ſoftened; when 
his lady (who if born among the Scythians, had been the 
Thaleſtris of antiquity) unravelling the ſecret, fruſtrated 
at once all expectations of a compoſition; and gave the 
plenipotentiary ſuch a volley of invective againſt his 
conſtituent, as rendered all future overtures intirely hope- 
leſs. 
Ox the death of Sir Danvers Oſborn +, equally unex- His appoint- 
pected and deplored, Mr. De Lancey publithed the hn nowgdawws 


- 


government, 
and ſyſtem of 


3 Sir Danvers Oſborn arrived at New York the 7th of October, 1753. 5 
+ This happened on the 12th of October, 1753. 


miſſion 


1754. miſhon he had juſt received, appointing him Lieutenant 
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EY Governor, He was now to act a part intirely new, and 
demanding the full exertion of his political dexterity. In 
the firſt place, he had to convince the miniſtry of his 
utmoſt efforts to carry the King's inſtructions in the 
houſe of repreſentatives: And in the next, in order to 
preſerve his popularity with the aſſembly, and not in the 
moſt flagrant manner countera& his avowed principles, 
he was to ſatisfy them, that in reality he by no means 
expected their compliance with them. To execute the 
former part of this plan --- in his ſpeech of the 3 iſt of 

October, 1753, to the council and general aſſembly, he 

His rc fays, “ You will perceive by the 39th article of his 

r Majeſty's inſtructions to Sir Danvers Oſborn, (copies of 

. „ which I ſhall herewith deliver you“) how highly his 
« Majeſty is diſpleaſed at the neglect of, and contempt 
« ſhewn to, his royal commiſſion and inſtructions, by 
« your paſſing laws of ſo extraordinary a nature, and 
by ſuch your unwarrantable proceedings, particularly 
c ſet forth in this inſtruction : Hence alſo his Majeſty's 
royal pleaſure as to theſe matters will appear, and what 
© he expects from you. On this head, I muſt obſerve 
“to you, that by our excellent conſtitution the execu- 
« cutive power is lodged in the crown: That all govern- 


* 


* 


A 


* "The 39th inſtruction was publiſhed in one of our news- papers; and reprinted 
in England. The publication of it was thought to have been intended to cite the 
popular clamour ; and it occaſioned the reſentment of the miniſtry. It is worth re- 
marking, that copies of ſeveral other inſtructions were expreſsly ordered by his Ma- 
jeſty to be laid before the aſſembly ; but no ſuch directions were given with reſpect 
to this. e 

4 « ment 


231 
« ment is founded on a confidence, that every perſon 
ce will diſcharge the duty of his ſtation; and if there 
« ſhould be any abuſe of power, that the legal and re- 
« gular courſe is to makd application to his Majeſty, 
« who having a paternal tenderneſs for all his ſubjects, 
« js always ready to hear and redreſs their grievances :”” 
and then addreſſing himſelf to the aſſembly in particular 
--- I muſt earneſtly preſs it upon you, that in pre- 
« paring your bill for the ſupport of government, and 
« other public ſervices, you pay a due regard to his Ma- 
ce jeſty's pleaſure ſignified in his inſtructions; and frame 


« them in ſuch a manner, as when laid before me for 
« my aſſent, I may give it conſiſtent with my duty to 


ce his Majeſty.” What think you, my Lord? could your 


1754. 
— 


favourite Garrick have perſonated Richard the Third in 


a livelier manner, than this gentleman the real advo- 
cate for the royal inſtruction ? --- Could the man, who 
but a day or two before had intrigued with the mem- 

bers how to elude that very inſtruction, preſerve his gra- 
vity, while acting ſuch a tragi-comical farce ? — for that, 


my Lord, was the method in which he performed the 


ſecond part of his plan. As his Majeſty's repreſentative, 


he was obliged to urge their compliance with ſeeming ſin- 


cerity and. warmth --- but as James De Lancey, Eſq; 
their old friend and beſt adviſer, it was his real ſenti- 

ment, that never ought they to ſhbmit, 
MaTTERs being thus previouſly adjuſted, the aſſem- 
bly in their addreſs ſtudiouſly avoid a categorical anſwer 
with 
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7254. with reſpect to the indefinite ſupport : But to gratify his 
F—Y* honour, and blacken the memory of Mr. Clinton, that 
he might not prejudice him in England, they make uſe 

atemvly's of this memorable evaſion --- © On reading the 39th ar- 
ſwer. « ticle of his majeſty's inſtructions to Sir Danvers Oſ- 
born, your honour's immediate predeceſſor, we are ex- 

ö « tremely ſurpriſed to find, that the public tranſactions 
| of this colony have been ſo maliciouſly miſrepreſented 
| « to our moſt gracious Sovereign. We can, Sir, with 
ſl truth and juſtice affirm, that his Majeſty has not in 
| his dominions a people more firmly, and that from 
| « principles of real affection, devoted to his perſon, fa- 
ö « mily, and government, than the inhabitants of this 
; colony. And we are greatly at a loſs to diſcover, in 

<c. what inſtances, the peace and tranquility of the colony 

ce have been diſturbed, or wherein order and government 

1 have been ſubverted. If the courſe of juſtice has been 
« obſtructed, or in any caſe perverted, it has been by 
c the direction, or through the means, of Mr. Clinton 
| late Governor of this province, who ſent peremptory 
1 « orders to the judges, clerk, and ſheriff of Ducheſs 
| « County, to ſtay proceſs, and ſtop the proceedings in 
| « ſeveral caſes of private property, depending in that 
0 « court; and who did, in other counties, commiſſionate 
j « judges and juſtices of known ill characters, and ex- 
| ce treme ignorance : One ſtood even preſented for per- 
jury in the ſupreme court of this province, whom he 
« rewarded with the office of aſſiſtant judge; and others 
« were ſo ſhamefully ignorant and illiterate, as to be 
4 « unable 


A 


[ 25 ] 
e unable to write their own names. From whence we 1754. 
© greatly fear, that juſtice has in many caſes been par 
ce tially, or very unduly adminiſtred.“ 

ISHALL not trouble your Lordſhip with a vindication * 
of Mr. Clinton; but only obſerve that the ſuits com- dref. 
menced in Ducheſs County were by deſerters againſt their 
captains“; that the governor, who was no lawyer, aſſured 
the houſe, his letters to the juſtices were written unad- 
viſedly, and with precipitation ; and that if any man was 
injured, he would readily compenſate his damages. And 
as to the charge of appointing ignorant juſtices, it lies 
with equal truth againſt all our governors, (Mr. De Lan- 
cey himſelf not excepted) who, to influence elections, 
have gone into an unjuſtifiable practice of intruſting 
blank commiſſions with certain favourites in the reſpec- 
tive counties, impowered to place and diſplace civil and 

military officers at their pleaſure. Theſe election jobbers 
are generally the court members in aſſembly : And de- 
cency, my Lord, ſhould have induced them to ſtifle 
the ridiculous aſſertion, that Mr. Clinton rewarded a man 
for being perjured ; as well as the more pertinent invec- 
tive againſt the dangerous uſage juſt mentioned, for 
corrupting the houſe of repreſentatives. --- But to diſgrace 
Mr. Clinton was expedient to the Lieut. Governor; and 
hence this attack upon the former. Ra 


Urox his honour's advancement to the government, Numerous | 


| : i and fulſome 

the preſs laboured with addreſſes; and the incenſe offered addreſſes to 
| the Lieut. 
Captains of the levies raiſed for the Canada expedition in 1746. Governor, 


D upon 
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1754. upon the occaſion, might have perfumed the whole tem- 
an ple of Delphos. It was not enough, that, agreeable to an- 
tient uſage, he was preſented with the compliments of 
public bodies alone. It was neceſſary, from the num 
ber of addreſſes, to diſplay his extenſive influence, and 
the univerſal joy --- thereby, if poſſible, to lay the foun- 
dation of his continuance in the adminiſtration, Ac- 
cordingly, the very militia officers and ſuperviſors of 
Queen's County (a motley aſſemblagel) were made to/groan 
out their aſpirations for this auſpicious event --- © Ohl 
c that his gracious Majeſty would be pleaſed to confirm 
« and fix you, for a long time, in this exalted ſtation.” 
Never have I ſeen an infignificant interjection more in- 
ſignificantly employed. To ſo extravagant a pitch, my 
Lord, did this exuberant ardor arrive, that we at length 
found him clothed with an incommunicable attribute ef 
the Deity himſelf--- even his immutable moral rectitude. 
© Theſe things in. you, (ſay they) are not ſo properly 
« called virtues, as NATURAL ENDOWMENTS, You will 
4 not, you CANNOT act otherwiſe than you do.” With 
| ſuch fuftian can ſome men be regaled : and by /uch 
b ſuſtian is oftentimes a whole nation deluded. 
bs proceed 1 in the character of this remarkable Ame- 
| rican --- He is a perſon of quick apprehenſion, and ex- 
1 tenſive acquaintance with the law; which he acquired 
| with incredible application, to t the indifferent 
figure he made, when firſt elevated to the chief ſeat on 
the bench, to ſerve the purpoſes of Governor Coſby. 
Without 
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Without the talents, he has all the ambition of a Rip- 1754. 
perda, His thirſt after popularity, which in him is a — 
mere engine of ſtate, hath almoſt baniſhed all public 
ſpirit; and the triumphs of power occaſioned the exile 
of common ſenſe. Apprehenſive of the diminution of 
his own luſtre, his jealouſy will not admit a competitor ; His jealoufy, 
but ſets him at mortal odds with a riſing independent 
ſpirit, leſt it be rewarded with popular favour, and thence 
reſult into popular intereſt — in derogation of his own 
ſovereign influence. Hence, whoever would accompliſh 
a patriot meaſure, muſt either obtain his leave; and then 
he arrogates to himſelf the merit due to its author; or 
carry it by mere ſtratagem, without which he may be 
ſure of a diſappointment. In the latter caſe, he has ge- 
nerally addreſs enough to be revenged on the projector, 
by rendering both him and his project univerſally odious, 
Some among us ſee theſe arts; many ſuſpect them; few 
dare mention them ; and fewer ſtill oppoſe them. Thus 
a people, who menkd by no means be forcibly deprived 
of their liberties, poſt into voluntary bondage : and they 
who would ſcorn a vaſſalage to the greateſt monarch, 
become dupes to a dictator of their own creation. 

Or all provincial affairs he is the uncontrouled di- and univer- 
rector. As chief juſtice, great is his intereſt in the coun- l influence. 
ties: with that intereſt he commands elections: with 
| his ſway in elections he rules the aflembly : and with his 
: ſovereignty over the houſe controuls a governor. His in- 
' fluence with the members of the aſſembly being the main 
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ſource of his exorbitant power, never will he ſerve the 


A Crown at the riſque of a diſſention with the houſe. He 


Reflections 


on popular 


will only ſtand by a governor while at his devotion, 
and ſtanding fair with the people; but in caſe of a rup- 


ture, inſtantly ſacrifice prerogative on the altar of po- 


pularity. His own intereſt is his idol, and every thing 
elſe made ſubſervient to procure it veneration and eſteem. 
The men who are his greateſt tools, are generally by 
himſelf the moſt deſpiſed; and ſometimes treated with 
deſpite and inſult. If they diſcover the leaſt freedom 
of reſentment (which few of them dare diſcover), he can 
with a ſmile, or a joke, or a promiſe, or a bottle, at once 
diſſipate the ſtruggling reſolution, and reduce them to 
their primitive obſequiouſneſs. By hints — by threats 
and blandiſhments — by emiffaries — by dark infinua- 
tions and private cabals, he is able to render any meaſure 
hateful or popular - to put down, or raiſe up, whom, 
when, and what he pleaſes. Nay, my Lord, I will ven- 
ture to affirm -- and every man in the province muft 


bear me teſtimony --- that while his influence continues 


to be ſupported with his office of chief juſtice, no 
operation, in which this colony is concerned, can promiſe 
ſucceſs, ſhould this monopolizer of power be determined 
to obſtruct it. 

SHouLD it now be inquired, Muſt not a man ſo ex- 


tremely popular be neceſſarily poſſeſſed of eminent virtue, 


and warmly devoted to the weal of the people, who thus 
cordially reſound his fame, ſubmit to his controul, and 
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agree to adorn his triumph? The queſtion can only come 1754. 


from a novice in hiſtory, and a ſtranger to mankind. In 
the judgment of your Lordſhip, who is deeply read in 
both, I am confident that popularity is no indication of 
merit. With the deluded multitude the beſt men are 
often unpopular --- the moſt pernicious, extolled and 
adored. The people are ever ready to be bewitched, 

cheated, and enſlaved by a powerful crafty ſeducer : and, 

what is worſe, ever ready to ſacrifice whoever would diſ- 
abuſe and releaſe them. The ſame people who could 
without emotion behold a Sidney bleeding in defence of 
public liberty, could commit a riot in reſcuing a Sache- 
verel for preaching ſedition, and ſubverting the nation. 
Your Lordſhip remembers that Maſſanello, in the ſhort 
ſpace of ten days, was a poor fiſherman, --- a popular 
incendiary, --- a ſovereign viceroy, --- ſtripped of his ho- 
nours, — treated like a malefa&or, --- knocked on the 
head, --- and thrown into a ditch. Who, in fine, was 
more popular than the peſtilent Claudius, except, perhaps, 
the more peſtilent Cataline? Twas therefore well ob- 
ſerved by the protector Cromwell, that the very men who 
followed him with acclamations and torrents of flattery, 


- would with the ſame demonſtrations of joy accompany 
him to the gallows. 


Trvs, my Lord, I have N you with a faithful 
portrait of the Lieut. Governor of New Vork, who is to 
bear no ſmall ſhare in the public affairs, of which I have 
the honour to tranſmit your Lordſhip an account — a 


portr ait, 


| 
| 
| 
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portrait, under which there had been no need of fixing a 
name to direct to the original, thoſe who have the lea 
knowledge of that gentleman's character. 
WuaiLs theſe things were tranſaQing at Albany, Mr. 
Pownal, brother to John Pownal, Eſq; one of the ſecre- 
taries to the Board of Trade, was upon the ſpot. This 
gentleman came over to America with Sir Danvers Oſ- 
born, in quality of his private ſecretary ; though it was 
imagined by many, he was deſigned to be an aſſiſtant to 
him in the exerciſe of the government. He is ſomething 
of a ſcholar, but a confuſed reaſoner; and in his ſtile 
perplexed ; and in that uſefulleſt of all ſciences, the know- 
ledge of mankind, he is a mere novitiate : without the 
latter, your Lordſhip knows that other acquirements are 
comparatively of ſmall account, in the management of 
public buſineſs. To be only learned, is frequently to be 
vain, oſtentatious, and obſtinate ; ſuch a one, in a word, 
as Tertullian deſcribes the moſt learned among the hea- 
thens, © an animal of glory.” This gentleman is fond 
of being conſidered in an important light. Inſatiable of 
praiſe, he can not only hear himſelf flattered; but, what 
is more unaccauntable in a man of tolerable ſenſe, can 
flatter himſelf. He is a perſon of uncommon application, 
and a good memory. By dint of induſtry, and an acceſs 
to the papers in the Plantation Board Office, he has ac- 
quired ſome knowledge of American affairs: but ſo keen 
is his appetite for promotion, that he cannot brook the 
thoughts of a gradual advancement. He is for galloping 
Into 


31 ] 
into preferment : and fo intent on the contemplation of 1754. 
his future grandeur, as to loſe all patience in earning 
it. Being more ſkilled in books than men, he is very 
abrupt in giving a ſcholaſtic turn to converſation, 
in order to difplay his erudition. Ever ready to con- 
tradi : himſelf impatient of contradiction. But won- 
derful is his knack at pluming himſelf with the ſchemes 
and inventions of others; and, with the daw in the 
fable, ſhining in a borrowed dreſs : a remarkable in- 
ſtance of which I ſhall give your Lordſhip in the fol- 
lowing anecdote ; as characteriſtic of a perſon, who will 
appear to have had ſome conſiderable influence in the 
courſe of American tranſactions. During the fitting of Anecdotes 
the congreſs, it was ſcarce poſſible to prevent part of their aaron te 
ſentiments from tranſpiring. The ſcheme of a naval ar-liſbed. 
mament on Lake Ontario, projected by Lieut. Governor 
Clarke, before the late war ; ſubmitted to the then mi- 
niſtry ; and now ſtrongly recommended by the commiſ- 
ſioners of the Maſſachuſets Bay; by ſome means or other 
happened to be hinted without-doors. Mr. Pownal, 
intent upon riſing into ſignificance among the e 
choſe not to ſlip ſo favourable an opportunity of diſtin- 
guiſhing himſelf, as he could now lay hold of, from theſe 
whiſpered intelligences. He accordingly drew up ſome 
looſe indigeſted propoſals, with reſpect to American affairs. 
Among other trite ſentiments, he urged this ſcheme as a 
new unthought-of meaſure, abſolutely requiſite to ſecure 
the command, and preſerve the furr trade of thoſe inland 


ſeas. 
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1754. ſeas. This he delivered to ſome of the members of the 


congreſs to be communicated : and afterwards tranſmitted 
a copy to England; challenging to himſelf the ſole merit 
of being the original author of ſo uſeful and neceſſary 
an expedient *. 


Shirleyerefts WIHILE the congreſs was held at Albany, Governor 
forts on Ken- | 


nebec. Shirley, ever jealous of French machinations, proceeded, 


at the head of about one thouſand men, to the river 
Kennebec ; and erected forts, at convenient diſtances, to 
ſtop the progreſs of the French on that quarter; to ſe- 
cure the poſſeſſion of that country with the friendſhip of 
the eaſtern Indians. 

Tux remainder of this year was principally ſpent in 
repeated repreſentations to the miniſtry, reſpecting the 
dangerous ſituation of the Engliſh colonies ; and the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of a powerful aſſiſtance from Great Bri- 
tain, to defeat the ambitious deſigns of the Court of 
France. 

1755. O the welcome intelligence of the ſucceſs of theſe 


EY repreſentations ; and while forces were expecting from 


England ; the two regiments of Shirley and Pepperel 


were ordered to be re-eſtabliſhed, and recruits were railing 
thro! the ſeveral governments, to form an army for diſ- 


poſſeſſing the French from their late encroachments. 


* Mr. Pownal had this piece publiſhed in New York in Feb. 1756. It contained 
an introduction, declaring, that copies of it were ſent by the miniſtry to the reſpective 
governors of the colonies : and in the ſpring following, it was republiſhed, with great 
oſtentation, in the Engliſh magazines. With reſpect to thoſe parts of it, wherein he 
talks of Indian affairs, the ſentiments ſeem to be unintelligible by a North - American 

underſtanding. 


a TRE 


BD 
Tux general aſſembly of the Maſſachuſets Bay being 1755. 


convened, and the members ſworn to ſecrecy ; Mr. Shir- A a 
ley communicated to them a deſign of attacking Fort 1 
St. Frederic at Crown Point, the enſuing ſpring ; and Crown 
his intention to appoint Col. Johnſon to the command ay 
of that expedition. The ſcheme being approved by the 
council and repreſentatives of that province, and the 
quotas ſettled, commiſſioners were charged to the neigh- 
bouring governments, to ſollicit their concurrence and aid, 
in the proſecution of this enterprize. 

Wain theſe matters were in agitation, Mr. Pownal 
was at Boſton, intending to ſail from thence to England. 
He now thought fit to change his reſolution ; and Go- 
vernor Shirley honoured him with the embaſſy to New 
York, for which place he ſet out the beginning of March. 
Some gentlemen of the council and aſſembly were com- 
miſſioned, on the like errand, to the other colonies of 
New [erley, Penſylvania, &c. 

MR. PowNAL's proſpects of ſucceſs at New Vork were at De Lancey 
firſt not very encouraging. De Lancey, jealous of Shirley e a 


S to obſtruct 
riſing reputation, appeared, with regard to the expedition e <oncur- 


rence of New 
recommended, extremely phlegmatic : and tho' artful Yo. 
enough to abſtain from an open oppolition, he made uſe 

of Mr. Chambers as his tool in council, to obſtruct the 
concurrence of the legiſlature. At this time great ani- 

moſities were prevailing in the province, occaſioned by a 

charter juſt before granted by Mr. De Lancey, conſtituting 


a college for the education of youth, upon a foundation 


E Which 
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But in vain. 


Braddock 
convenes the 
governors, 
and ſettles 
the opera- 
tions. 


341 


which happened to enkindle the general diſguſt. The 
majority of the houſe, apprehending the loſs of their 
ſeats on a future election, ſhould they afford it the leaſt 
aſſiſtance, found themſelves obliged rather to countenance 
the popular reſentment. A gentleman of diſtinction, 
with whom Mr. Pownal adviſed on the ſubje& of his 
commiſſion, thought it a prudent ſtep to open his meſ- 
ſage in part, to thoſe members of the aſſembly, who, on 
the above-mentioned account, were then in the oppoſi- 
tion. Several of the leading men were ſecured by this 
method : and when the houſe met, ſuch a diſpoſition 
appeared to join in the ſcheme propoſed, that it was be- 
yond Mr. De Lancey's power to obſtruct it. Out of pique 
however to Mr. Shirley, to whom this expedition was 
ſolely committed, he prevailed upon them to ſuſpend 


the execution of their vote, until General Braddock's 
approbation was obtained : and by this artifice occaſioned 


a conſiderable delay in the operations. 

GENERAL BRappock, being now arrived in Virginia, 
{ent expreſſes to the. ſeveral governors to meet him, in 
order to a conſultation on the buſineſs of the approaching 


campaign. — This convention was opened on the 14th 


of April“, at Alexandria in Virginia, Here it appeared, 5 


lt was at firſt Sropbled to have been held at Annapolis in Maryland. Mr. Shirley, 
who thro” the multiplicity of his affairs did not arrive there till April, has been 
charged with delaying Braddock's march near three weeks; tho” it is notorious, f hat 
delay was occaſioned by the failure of the Virginia contract for the neceſſary ſupplies. 
The general was afterwards obliged to enter into a new one with gentlemen in Pen- 


ſylvania ; which was not compleated till the 27th of May, n near ſix weeks from the 
concluſion of the congrels. 


that 
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that thro' miſrepreſentations from Virginia, the general 175 5. 


was injoined to proceed immediately to Fort Du Queſne. 
Thoſe who were well acquainted with the country, 
could not help obſerving, that a march from Potowmac, 
acroſs the Allegheny mountains, muſt be attended with 
incredible difficulty, hazard, and expence --- that the 
vicinity of New York to Canada — its fort of Oſwego 
on Lake Ontario — together with the advantages of water 
carriage — rendered that province by far the fitteſt theatre 
of action. Braddock's orders were nevertheleſs poſi- 
tive. --- For the preſervation therefore of Oſwego, and 


the reduction of Niagara, it was at length agreed, that 


Shirley's and Pepperel's regiments ſhould proceed to Lake 
Ontario, — while General Braddock attacked Fort Du 
Queſne — and the provincial troops, commanded by Ge- 


neral Johnſon, marched to inveſt Crown Point. 


Tazss reſolutions being taken, Mr, Shirley began his Shirley re- 
turns to Boſ- 
ton, to pre- 
his immediate command; to forward that under Col. p< ior the | 


Johnſon ; and to quicken the departure of the New Eng- Expeditions. 


Journey to Boſton, to prepare for the expedition under 


land troops, now aſſembled by his Majeſty's directions, 
for reducing the French ſettlements in Nova Scotia, On 
his way, he ſpent ſome time in conference with Col. 


Schuyler, a gentleman of fortune and courage, who, 


out of diſintereſted love to his country, was engaged to 


head a regiment of 500 men, raiſed and maintained 


by the province of New Jerſey. In New York, he was 
retarded a few days to conſult with General Johnſon, 
and remove {ome objections made by Mr. De Lancey to 
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Nova Scotia 
reduced. 
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the form of his commiſſion : * and in Connecticut, to 


haſten the aſſembling the troops of that colony +. 
Taz neceſſary diſpatches being given to the expedition 


to Nova Scotia under Col. Winſlow, Mr. Shirley, upon 
the arrival of the paymaſter for the northern diſtrict, 
returned to New York ; and on the 4th of July failed 
for Albany, his own regiment having paſſed by for that 
place, in twenty-one tranſports, a few days before. 
ABourT this time, the colonies were filled with univer- 
ſal joy, on the agreeable news that the New England 
troops were become mafters of Beau- ſejour and Bay Verte, 


on the iſthmus of Nova Scotia; whereby a new province 


* Mr. Johnſon had his commiſſion from the governors of the provinces, which 


furniſhed the troops under his command ; the draft of which was ſettled at Alexan- 
dria. The Lieut. Governor of New York now thought proper to repeat thoſe very 
objections, which had been there over- ruled. This unaccountable conduct gave 
Mr. Johnſon great uneaſineſs, who could not obtain Mr. De Lancey's commiſſion, till. 


proper notice was taken by General Shirley of ſo manifeſt an obſtruction to the opera- 


tions of the campaign. 

Connecticut had voted one thouſand men for the Crown Point expedition, and 
given aſſurances of 500 more, if the ſervice ſo required. New York was to ſupply 
800 ; but thro? the delay occaſioned by the ſuſpending clauſe above-mentioned. in the 
vote of our aſſembly, Mr. De Lancey's brother was ſent into Connecticut, to obtain 
leave for recruiting the quota we were to furniſh, in that colony; as men might there 
be raiſed more ſpeedily than in the province of New York. Mr.. Shirley being at 
Hertford, during this application, was told by Governor Fitch, that if Connecticut 
complied, they ſhould conſider themſelves diſengaged from the aſſurances given of 
500 more than their own quota, did the ſervice demand it. This, with Mr. Oliver 


De Lancey's declaration — that if himſelf ſhould accept the command of the New 


Shirley's adverſaries to incenſe the people of New York againſt him; to which pur- | 


York regiment, he could in ten days raiſe the whole number in this province, induced 


Mr. Shirly to oppoſe the application ; it appearing to him not improbable, that the 
ſervice might afterwards require the reinforcement offered. In conſequence of which, 


only 300 recruits were furniſhed New York from thence. — A lucky incident for Mr. 


poſe it was induſtriouſly applied; tho' his conduct in that affair was prudent and ra- 
tional; and tho' by repeated letters to Lieut. Governor De Lancey, he took pains to 
remove any miſunderſtanding at a juncture ſo unſeaſonable. 


was 
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was added to the Britiſh empire in America: and that a 1755. 
ſtrong fleet, under Admiral Boſcawen, lay before Louiſ- 
burgh, to intercept the French ſupplies; and which had 

alſo ſeized two of their capital ſhips, the Lys and Alcide, 

and ſent them into Halifax. 

GENERAL Brappock was now on his march towards ande 
the Ohio, at the head of about 2200 men, in order to lee 
inveſt Fort Du Queſne, and drive the French from their land. 
encroachments on the frontiers of Virginia and Penſyl- 
vania. From Fort Cumberland to Fort Du Queſne, the 
diſtance is not leſs than 130 miles. Mr. Braddock began 

his march from the former on the 1oth of June; leav- 

ing the garriſon under the command of Col. Innes. In- 
numerable were the dificulties he had to ſurmount, in a 
country rugged, pathleſs, and unknown, acroſs the 
Allegheny mountains, thro' unfrequented woods, and 
dangerous defiles. From the little meadows the army 
proceeded in two diviſions. At the head of the firſt, 
conſiſting of 1400 men, was the general himſelf, with 

the greateſt part of the ammunition and artillery. The 
ſecond, with the proviſions, ſtores, and heavy baggage, 

was led by Col. Dunbar. Never was man more confident 
of ſucceſs, than this brave, tho' unfortunate officer. 
Being adviſed at the great meadows, that the enemy 
expected a reinforcement of 500 regular troops, he puſhed: 

on by forced marches, with ſo much diſpatch, that he 
fatigued the ſoldiers, weakened his horſes, and left his ſe- 

cond diviſion near 40 miles in the rear. The enemy 


being 
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1755. being not more than 200 ſtrong at their fort on the Ohio, 
gave no obſtruction to the march of our forces, till the 
memorable gth of July — a day never to be forgotten 
in the annals of North America. About noon our troops 
paſſed the Monagahela, and were then within ſeven miles 
of Fort Du Queſne. --- Unapprehenſive of the approach 
of an enemy, at once was the alarm given, by a quick 
and heavy fire upon the vanguard, under Lieut, Col. 
Gage. Immediately the main body, in good order and 
high ſpirits, advanced to ſuſtain them. Orders were then 
given to halt, and form into battalia. At this juncture 
the van falling back upon them, in great confuſion, a 
general panic ſeized the whole body of the ſoldiery; and 
all attempts to rally them proved utterly ineffectual. The 
general and all the officers exerted their utmoſt activity, 
to recover them from the univerſal ſurprize and diſorder : 
but equally deaf were they to intreaties and commands. 
During this ſcene of confuſion, they expended their am- 
munition in the wildeſt and and moſt unmeaning fre. 
Some diſcharging their pieces on our own parties, who 
were advanced from the main body for the recovery of 
the cannon. After three hours ſpent in this melancholy 
ſituation, enduring a terrible ſlaughter, from (it may be 
ſaid) an inviſible foe, orders were given to found a re- 
treat, that the men might be brought to cover the wag- 
gons. Theſe they ſurrounded but a ſhort ſpace of time: 
for the enemy's fire being again warmly renewed from 
the front and left flank, the whole army took to _ 
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diate flight; leaving behind them all the artillery, pro- 1755. 
viſions, ammunition, baggage, military cheſt, together © 
with the general's cabinet, containing his inſtructions and 
other papers of conſequence. So great was the conſter- 
nation of the ſoldiers, that it was impoſſible to ſtop their 
career, flying with the utmoſt precipitation three miles 
from the field of action; where only one hundred began 
to make a more Sen retreat. 

War was the ſtrength of the enemy, has hitherto 
remained to us uncertain. According to Indian accounts, 
they exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians: and whether any 
were {lain, is ſtill to be doubted, for few were ſeen by 
our men, being covered by ſtumps and fallen trees. Great 
indeed was the deſtruction on our fide. --- Numbers of 
officers ſacrificed their lives thro' ſingular bravery. Ex- 
tremely unfortunate was the whole ſtaff, The general, 
after having five horſes ſhot under him, received a wound 
in his lungs thro' his right arm, of which he died in 
four days. His ſecretary, eldeſt ſon of Major General 
Shirley, a gentleman of great accompliſhments, by a 
ſhot thro' the head, was killed upon the ſpot. Mr. Orme 
and Capt. Morris, aid-de-camps, were all wounded. Of 
the 44th regiment, Sir Peter Halket, Colonel, was ſlain, 
with ſeveral other officers; and Lieut. Col. Gage wounded. 
Lieut. Col. Burton, of the 48th regiment, was among 
g the wounded; and many gallant officers periſhed in the 
1 field. Our whole loſs was about ſeven hundred killed 


WF wounded. 


To 


1755. 


To what 
cauſes the 
defeat was 


aſcribed. 
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To what cauſes this unhappy cataſtrophe is to be 
aſcribed, has been matter of much i inquiry and animated 
debate. The officers charged the defeat to the cowardice 
of the men: but, in a repreſentation they made to Mr. 


Shirley, by order of the Crown, they in ſome meaſure 
apologize for their behaviour --- alledging, that they were 
harraſſed by duties unequal to their numbers, and diſpi- 


rited thro' want of proviſions : That time was not al- 
lowed them to dreſs their food: That their water (the 
only liquor too they had) was both ſcarce and of a bad 


quality: In fine, that the provincials had diſheartened 


them, by repeated ſuggeſtions of their fears of a defeat, 


ſhould they be attacked by Indians ; in which caſe the 
European method of fighting would. be intirely unavail- 
ing. But, my Lord, however cenſurable the conduct of 
the ſoldiery may be thought, Mr. Braddock, too ſanguine 


in his proſpects, was generally blamed for neglecting to 


cultivate the friendſhip of the Indians, who offered their 


aſſiſtance; and who, it is certain, had a number of them 


preceded the army, would have ſeaſenably diſcovered the 


enemy's ambuſcade. The Virginian rangers alſo, inſtead 
of being made to ſerve as cexulary in the ranks with the 
Engliſh troops, ſhould have been employed as out-ſcouts. 
But this ſtep, ſo neceſſary to guard againſt ſurprize, was 


too unhappily omitted; the whole army, according to 


the repreſentation above mentioned, following only three 


or four guides. 


WHEN 


a, * 


4 
Wuzn the routed party joined the fecond diviſion, 1755. 
forty miles ſhort of the place of action, the terror dif- Tut? 


Dunbar re- 


fuſed itſelf thro' the whole army. Your Lordſhip might teat reti 
naturally expect to hear, that Col. Dunbar then intrenched Fort Cum- 
himſelf, and called on the neighbouring colonies for im- 5 
mediate reinforcements; — as by ſuch a ſtep the enemy 
might have been detained at Fort Du Queſne, prevented from 
ravaging the frontiers, or throwing ſuccours into Niagara. 

But alas! my Lord, an infatuation ſeemed to accompany 

all our meaſures on the ſouthern quarter, Fearful of an 
unpurſuing foe, all the ammunition, and ſo much of 

the proviſions were deſtroyed, for accelerating their flight, 

that Dunbar was actually obliged to fend for thirty horſe- 

loads of the latter, before he reached Fort Cumberland --- 
where he arrived a very few days after, with the ſhat- 

tered remains of the Engliſh troops. 

On Mr. Braddock's unhappy cataſtrophe, the com- Major Gen. 
mand of his Majeſty's forces in North America devolved £9 . 
upon Major General Shirley. I before acquainted your command. 
Lordſhip of his return to New York, and departure from 
thence to Albany, where he arrived the beginning of 

ul 
J * my Lord, was the grand theatre of all the 
_ preparations for the be expedition againſt Fort St. 
Frederic, as well as that to the weſtward for the re- 
duction of Niagara. The general, on his arrival there, 
found not the former in the forwardneſs he had reaſon 
to expect. The provincials diſcontented with the inacti- 
F vity 


at Albany. 


Route to 
Oſwego. 
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175 5. vity of a long encampment, Major General Lyman was 
We obliged to make ſhort marches, to prevent their diſband- 


Is detained ing; and the general was therefore detained awhile in 


that city, to hinder ſo fatal an event. His own troops 
in the mean time were filing off, in different diviſions, 


from ScheneQady, towards Oſwego. 


OswEco, along the accuſtomed route, is computed to 
be about 300 miles weſt from Albany. The firſt ſixteen, 
to the village of Schenectady, is land carriage, in a good 
waggon road. From thence to the Little Falls, in the 
Mohawk River, at ſixty-five miles diſtance, the battoes * 
are ſet againſt a rapid ſtream ; which too, in dry ſeaſons, 
is ſo ſhallow, that the men are frequently obliged to turn 
out, and draw their craft over the rifts with inconceivable 
labour. At the Little Falls, the portage exceeds not a 
mile: the ground being marſhy will admit of no wheel- 


carriage, and therefore the Germans who reſide here, 


tranſport the battoes in fleds, which they keep for that 
purpoſe. The ſame conveyance is uſed at the Great 
Carrying-Place, ſixty miles beyond the Little Falls; all 
the way to which the current is ſtill adverſe, and ex- 
tremely ſwift. The portage here is longer or ſhorter, ac- 
cording to the dryneſs or wetneſs of the ſeaſons. In the 
laſt ſummer months, when rains are not frequent, it is 
uſually fix or eight miles acroſs. Taking water again, 
we enter a narrow rivulet, called the Wood-creek, which 


* A battoe is a light Aat-bottomed boat, wideſt in the middle, and at each end 


marp pointed, of about 1500 weight burden, and managed by tWO men, with pad- 
dles and ſetting-poles. 


leads 
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leads into the Oneida Lake, diſtant forty miles. This 1 75 c. 
ſtream, tho' favourable, being ſhallow, and its banks 


covered with thick woods, was at this time much ob- 
ſtructed with old logs and fallen trees. The Oneida 
Lake ſtretches from eaſt to weſt about thirty miles, and 
in calm weather is paſſed with great facility. At its 
weſtern extremity opens the Onondaga River, leading 
down to Oſwego, ſituated at its entrance on the ſouth 
fide of the Lake Ontario. Extremely difficult and ha- 
zardous i is the paſſage thro this river, as it abounds with 
rifts and rocks; and the current flowing \ with ſurpriſing 
rapidity. The principal obſtruction is twelve miles ſhort 
of Oſwego, and is a fall of about eleven feet perpendi- 
cular. The portage here is by land, not exceeding wt 
yards, before they launch for the laſt time. 

Your Lokpshi, from this account, will readily con- 
ceive, that thro' ſuch a long amphibious march an army 
muſt proceed with prodigious riſque and fatigue ; and 
the battoes be neceſſarily conducted by perſons ſkilled in 
the navigation, and enured to hardſhips. For this ſer- 
vice General Shirley had engaged all the young men in 
the county of Albany, who formerly had been employed 
in the Indian trade at Oſwego: and a vaſt number of 
battoes were prepared for the conveyance of the troops, 
ſtores, and proviſions. 

Oswsco was formerly garriſoned by twenty five men; 
but on the commencement of our preſent diſputes, the 


number was augmented to fifty. r this ſpring' fifty 
> " more 


„ 


1755. more were ordered up: and about the latter end of May, . 
L—— Capt. Bradſtreet arrived there with 200, beſides work- 
men to be employed in the naval preparations, purſuant 
to the ſcheme concerted in the congreſs of commiſſioners 
at Albany the laſt ſummer. 
Troops pro- Col. SCHUYLER s New Jerſey regiment embarked in two 
IN diviſions from Schenectady, the beginning of July. Shir- 
ley's and Pepperell's were preparing to follow, when the 
melancholy news of Gen. Braddock's defeat reached that 
place. This ſtruck a general damp on the ſpirits of the 
ſoldiers, and many deſerted. Great numbers of the battoe- 
men diſperſed themſelves into the country, and fled to 
their reſpective habitations. To engage the return of above 
half the fugitives, equally ineffectual were threats or pro- 
miſes, rewards or puniſhments. The general, however, 
ſenſible of the importance of the ſervice, purſued his 
march in ſpite of every vexatious diſappointment. . As he 
paſſed their country, he called upon the Indians of the 
Six Nations at ſome of their caſtles ; and ſent embaſſa- 
dors to the reſt, preſſing them to join him, with affur- 
Six Nations ances of his protection. But they ſeemed in general 


averſe to the 


Niagara ex- greatly diſinclined to our weſtern operations. Indian 
ES affairs had- been too long neglected by the province of 
New York, to which the principal management of them 
has ho been committed. Neither the ſums allotted for 
preſents to thoſe ſavages, were always by our governors 
fairly expended ; nor the preſents themſelves honeſtly di- 
ſtributed. And partly cho repeated frauds, and the 


omiſſion 


> Earn —- cn tn 
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omiſſion of proper meaſures to conciliate their favour, our 1755. 
intereſt with them amounted to little more than a bare 
neutrality. Mr. Johnſon neverthcleſs pretending a mighty 3 
influence over them, was intruſted with 5000 l. ſterling, in ference with 
order to engage their aſſiſtanoe for the general benefit of 15855 
his Majeſty's ſervice. For this purpoſe he held a congreſs 
with ſome of their principal ſachems at Mount-Johnfon * „ 
ſoon aſter his return from Alexandria. 

Your Loks Hir is pleaſed to inſiſt upon my“ deſcend- 
« ing into a detail of every tranſaction, how minute 
« ſoever, that can give any light into the more ſecret 
ce ſprings of our political action. I ſhall therefore ac- Anecdote of 

d | . | , 0 Johnſon and 

quaint your Lordſhip, that upon the general's arrival at Shirley. 
Albany, Mr. Johnſon laid before him a copy of the 
minutes of his late treaty with the Indians. Theſe minutes, 
it ſeems, contained ſome unhandſome reflections upon his 
excellency ; inſinuating, that to treat ſeparately with 
them, he had employed one Lydius, a perſon of not the 
moſt unexceptionable character, either for loyalty or in- 
tegrity. The ſingle reaſon upon which the ſurmiſe could 
be founded was this. Lydius, who tormerly lived near 
Lake George, and whole Indian acquaintance was very 
extenſive, had offered the general his aſſiſtance, in pro- 
curing the junction of a number of them, on the de- 
ſigned expeditions. Upon which he wrote to Mr. John- 
ſon, intimating the pleaſure it would give him, if he 
could make any uſe of this man in his Majeſty's ſervice. 

* Sir William Johnſon's own ſeat, near the lower Mohawk caſtle, about 36 miles 
from Albany. 5 Fa 
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1755. On delivering thoſe minutes into the general's hands, 
EY Johnſon, ſenſible of the infinuation, told him, he in- 


tirely diſapproved the reflection they ſeemed to contain, 
and appeared aſhamed of its inſertion. Having peruſed 
the paper, Shirley could not avoid complaining of the ill 
uſage; while the other with ſolemn vows proteſted, he 
was not privy to it, and importuned him to return the 
minutes, that he might eraſe the obnoxious paſſage, The 
former confided in the ſincerity of his proteſtations, but 
ſoon after had abundant reaſon to diſtruſt his inte- 
ority. 

THE general had applied to one Staats, who reſided 
near Albany, and had a conſiderable intereſt with the 
Indians of Stockbridge *. He propoſed to him his raiſ- 
ing a company of them, as a guard to the battoes in 
their paſſage to Oſwego. Privately was this man inti- 
midated from the undertaking : and Mr. Johnſon, to 
induce him to break thro' his promiſes, offered him a 
_ captain's commiſſion, could he engage an Indian com- 
' pany to proceed on the expedition under his own di- 
rection. 5 

Your Lorpste, being already informed of this gen- 
tleman's appointment to the command of the provincial 
army, by the intereſt of General Shirley, will ſcarce 
have patience at the recital of a conduct ſo aſtoniſhing 
and ungrateful. The ſecret, my Lord, was this. --- 


* Stockbridge, by the Indians called Houſatonuc, lies upon the weſtern confines 
of the Maſſachuſets Bay, in the eaſtern parts of the province of New York. 


—— 


: Mr. 
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Mr. Johnſon was never diſtinguiſhed for his ſenſe or pe- , 


netration, He had now for his aid-de-camp Capt.. 


Fact 
Wraxal, a man of art and genius, who a few years be- formed 


ga 


| | - 
fore had been appointed ſecretary for Indian affairs, and . 


clerk of the city and county of Albany. Governor occaſion of 
It. 


Clinton had granted a commiſſion for the latter of thoſe 
offices, before the date of Wraxal's ſign manual. A ſuit 
was therefore commenced, and is ſtill depending between 
him, and the perſon in poſſeſſion of the office, ſuſpended 
on the determination of a point of law. Upon this ac- 
count Wraxal became a humble dependant on Lieut. 
Governor De Lancey, before whom, unleſs ſuperſeded in 
the chief command, the caſe muſt be determined upon 


a writ of error: The latter, who had been a declared 


enemy to Johnſon, throughout the whole of Clinton's 
adminiſtration, and had even prevented the aſſembly from 


diſcharging a very equitable demand: he had againſt the 


province for ſervices and diſburſements, now determined 


to fall in with, and ſet him up, in competition with 
Shirley. Wraxal's poſt and dependence afforded a fine 
opportunity for the purpoſe: and ſo Johnſon became 


ſtrongly attached to the Lieut. Governor. Your Lord- Evil ets 
ſhip will no longer wonder at his procuring all the In- EO 


dians he could prevail upon, to join the provincial troops 


under his own command ; or at his attempts to excite 
others to embarraſs and obſtruct the general's deſigns 
upon the Lake Ontario, In ſupport of a charge fo heavy 


as this, I think it incumbent upon me to aſſign the follow- 


ing 


— 
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1755. ing inſtances: 1. Not an Indian joined General Shirley at 
Schenectady, agreeably to Mr. Johnſon's poſitive aſſur- 
ances. 2. Nor at either of the caſtles in the five can- 
tons, as he paſſed thro them to Oſwego: but, on the = 
contrary ; 3, One Bant, an Onondaga (three of whoſe 
ſons were in Johnſon's army) at the head of ſeveral other 
Indians, declared te Mr. Shirley at Ofwego, that it was 
a place of trade and peace --- that there ſhould be no 
war there -— and that he ſhould not diſturb the French ; 
adding, that he was going with the like meſſage to Ca- 
nada. The general having convinced him, that the ex- 
pulſion of the French from their encroachments muſt 
redound to the advantage of the Six Nations; he aſſerted, 
that Mr. Johnſon had ſent them upon this embaſſy to Ca- 
nada. Tho' this appeared utterly incredible, tis never- 
theleſs certain, 4, ſeveral other Indians arrived from the 
Onondaga caſtle, with a belt, declaring it to have been 
ſent them by Mr. Johnſon, with his requeſt, that not a 
man of them would join the King's troops, under the 
command of General Shirley. 5. Others alſo, from the 
Seneca, Oneida, and Cayuga cantons concurred in the 
like reports; particularly one Redhead, an Indian of 
great fame, and a ſpeaker at the late congreſs at Mount- 
Johnſon, came to Oſwego, in his way to Oſwagatic or 
la Gallette, and defired the ceſſation of all military de- 
ſigns; ; affirming, that with the ſame requeſt he was 80 
ing to the French. 


Ir 
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Ir was with difficulty, my Lord, theſe Indians were 1755. 
reconciled to our attempts, detained at Oſwego, and there- FO 
by prevented from communicating our operations to the 
enemy. The general, from theſe inſtances, became more 
and more ſuſpicious, that the faction at New York were 
endeavouring to embarraſs and impede his meaſures. 

What farther confirmed his ſuſpicions, that the Lieut. 
Governor of New York, with that view, made Mr. John- 

| ſon his inſtrument, was a letter, which after his arrival 
at Oſwego he received from the latter, wherein he juſti- 
fied that very aſperſion before diſavowed, contained in 
the minutes above recounted. | Hs 

My Loxp, we will now leave Mr. Shirley at Oſwego; 
and purſue the courſe of tranſactions, as well at New 
York, as in the ſouthern colonies. | 

Dunzas, having reached Fort Cumberland, diſpatched Dunbar 
an Indian expreſs to General Shirley, with an account "ax rn 

with the defeat, and the neceſſary returns reſpecting the Phi. 
troops under his command ; acquainting him, moreover, 
with his intention of marching to Philadelphia, and his 
hopes of meeting his orders at Shippenſburgh. About 
the ſame time Mr. Dinwiddie wrote to Dunbar, propoſing 
a ſecond attempt on Fort Du Queſne. But a council 
being thereupon held, the members of which were Col. 
Dunbar, Lieut. Col. Gage, Governor Sharpe, Major 
Chapman, Major Sparke, and Sir John St. Clair, it was 
unanimouſly conceived, that Mr. Dinwiddie's ſcheme 
was impracticable. T he very next day, being the {econ 
G OL 
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1755. of Auguſt, Dunbar began his march towards Philadel- 


| * 


Frontiers of 
Virginia left 


Another at- 
tempt on 


Queſne pro- 


But Penſyl- 
vania with- 


holds her 


phia, with 1600 men, four ſix-pounders, and as many 
cohorns; ; leaving behind him the Virginia and Maryland 
companies, and about 400 wounded, At this ſudden 
departure of the forces, the Virginians were extremely 
diſobliged, as not only expoſing their frontiers, and oc- 
caſioning the daily deſertion of their provincials ; but 
becauſe the enemy, in flying parties, penetrated into the 
province, and on many of 'the inhabitants committed 
robberies and murder. What judgment ought to be formed 
of this retreat, I leave your Lordſhip to determine. Cer- 
tainly thoſe fouthern colonies ought to have ſtrengthened 
General Braddock with a large body of provincial forces, 
which had doubtleſs prevented all that effuſion of blood 
and treaſure --- the fatal conſequence of their ill-judged 
parſimony! Upon the advices received from Dunbar, 
Mr. Shirley gave orders for renewing the attempt, if the 
ſouthern colonies would readily afford him a competent 
reinforcement. 

Governor Mols having convened the Penſylvania 
aſſembly, informed them of the retreat of our army, and 
in a well-drawn pathetic ſpeech, preſſed them to the moſt 
vigorous meaſures for the defence of their borders. They 
proceeded fo far as to vote for raiſing 50,000 1. but of- 
fering a bill for taxing the proprietary-eſtate, an imme- 
diate rupture enſued, of which your Lordſhip is long 
ſince acquainted, by the ample accounts in ſundry late 
pamphlets on that and fimilar ſubjects. As to Virginia 


NOW 
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now equally open to the irruptions of the enemy, four 175 ;. 


companies of rangers were ordered out, and the aſſembly —— 1 
A. | Virginia pro- | 
voted 40,000 l. for furniſhing a thouſand men for the 


vides for her 


f . frontier De-  _ 
frontier defence. About the ſame time, met the coun- Hence atone. 


cil and aſſembly of New Jerſey, and the latter voted 
zo, ooo l. for the public ſervice : but as the houſe pro- 
poſed to prolong the currency of the bills for nine years, | 
to which Mr. Belcher, who never ſwerves from his in- 
ſtructions, not being able to aſſent, 150001 only was New Jertey 
raiſed, and its uſe reſtricted to keeping on foot her regi- nucsherregi- 
ment at Oſwego, commanded by Col. Schuyler. A 9 
New York, the houſe of repreſentatives aſſembled on the 88 
5th of Auguſt, and ſet out with a generous ſpirit. Agree- with reſpect 
able to the requeſt of the Maſſachuſets Bay government, forcement 
always foremoſt in military affairs, they reſolved to rein- an 
force the provincial army, deſtined for Crown Point, 

with 400 men. The bill was actually paſſed the houſe 

for that purpoſe; and the council had determined to 
conceal from their knowlege, the contents of a ſecond 

letter from Gen. Shirley to Col. Dunbar, of the 7th of 

Auguſt, in which he ordered him to proceed with his 

troops to Albany, for the protection of that important poſt, 

in caſe the colony forces ſhould meet with a repulſe. 

By this bill the afſembly propoſed to inveſt the reſpective 

captains of the city militia with an arbitrary power to 

draught men for the ſervice. The deſign of this ex- 
traordinary project was ſuſpected to ſerve a particular 

purpoſe, on a new election of repreſentatives, which, ac- 

G 2 
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1755+ cording to cuſtom, it was thought would immediately 
enſue the arrival of Sir Charles Hardy, who was ſoon 
expected with with a commiſſion for the chief command 
of this province. It certainly was a favourite bill; for, 
contrary to precedent, the Lieut. Governor came to the 
council board *, and preſſed them to paſs it: but when 
he perceived an amendment preparing for a ballot of 
the recruits in New York, as well as in the other counties, 
he immediately laid the general's letter to Dunbar before 
the houſee—-- in conſequence of which, the deſign of a 
reinforcement inſtantly dropped, and the aſſembly ad- 
journed the next day. 


His influence AFTER What I have already recounted, your Lordſhip 
kde: will not, I preſume, be at all ſurprized, to find Mr, De 
Lancey leaving no device untried, to maintain the ſole 
direction of the aſſembly. He knew that on his intereſt 

with the repreſentatives depended his credit with the 
miniſtry ; and that with the expiration of his power to 

carry certain points of prerogative, would alſo expire their 

opinion of his importance. His agents in. England, to. 
ſupport their patron, had hitherto amuſed a certain no- 

ble Lord with many ſpecious promiſes. They had re- 
preſented his capacity to ſerve the Crown in very mag- 
nificent terms; nor forgot his readineſs to procure, when- 
ever an opportunity preſented, the obedience of the houſe 
to ſome favourite inſtructions. Hence it is evident, that 


Before the adminiſtration of Governor Coſby, it was cuſtomary for the governors 
to be preſent in the council, even when ſitting in their legiſlative capacity. But ſince 


that period, they have not openly interpoſed in the conſultations of that branch of the- 
_ legiſlature. 


the 
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the loſs of his aſcendancy over that branch of the le- 1 75 — 


giſlature, muſt naturally terminate in the extinction of 
his grandeur derived from the Crown. 

Wu he held the reins of government, a mod on 
Sir Danvers Oſborne's deceaſe, the miniſtry had none to 
inſpect his conduct, or trace him thro' the mazy labyrinth 
of his politics. From himſelf came all their intelligence, 
and hence undoubtedly none in his own disfavour. During 


| theſe golden days of ſecurity and repoſe, he reſigned 


himſelf to pleaſure, and indulged his natural diſpoſition 


to voluptuouſneſs and eaſe. The province, the mean 
while, was principally governed by his ſecretary; who, 


like a ſecond Atlas, bore the chief burden of the ſtate. 
Thus negligent of his politics, his popularity began 3 His 


ſuffer a manifeſt declenſion. It was moreover notably 
abridged by his paſting the charter before- mentioned, re- 
pugnant, by his own confeſſion, to the dictates of his 
judgment. By this ſtep he incurred ſuch general um- 
brage, that the very members of the aſſembly could not 
be wrought upon to confirm it. Nay, ſo diſguſtful to 
the people was this charter, that a majority of the moſt 
reputable inhabitants united againſt it in a petition to the 


houſe. Civil liberty, and by ſome, even the rights of 


conſcience were imagined to be in danger ; and the op- 


Poſition being, as it were, pro aris & focis, was extremely 


animated. The Lieut. Governor became now apprehen- 


five of the conſequence. He ſtood upon the point of 


reſigning his command to a ſucceſſor hourly expected; 


3: 
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1755. and, without regaining his ſeat as chief juſtice, his po- 

pularity appeared deſcending from its meridian : nor, in 

caſe of a diſſolution was he inſenſible his authority with 

the houſe muſt ſuffer a total eclipſe. Your Lordſhip 

cannot therefore but obſerve, of what moment it was, 

to ſecure the friendſhip of the next governor. Permit me 
to mention the arts, whereby it was accompliſhed. 

3 Six CHaRLES HaRDx arrived in our harbour on the 2d 

bis ſucceſlor; of September 1755. The council immediately convened 

themſelves for his reception. In the midſt of their con- 

ſultations, Mr. Oliver De Lancey, without leave of the 

board, bolts into the chamber, and modeſtly interpoſes 

his As, to ſend a meſſage to Sir Charles, requeſting 

his continuance in the ſhip, till the next morning. The 

reaſon aſſigned was, to gain time for drawing out the 

the militia, to receive his excellency at landing, with the 

formality and honour due to his rank. But the true ſe- 

cret was, to gain an opportunity for the Lieut. Governor, 

and a ſelect juno, to paſs the evening with him, in or- 

der to conciliate his graces, and give him early impreſ- 

ſions in favour of their party. The next day, the go- 

vernor publiſhed his commiſſion ; and was, by Mr. De 

Lancey, invited to a public entertainment. In the even- 

ing they conducted him to the common, to hear the 

acclamations of the people; and on every occaſion, fol- 

lowed him with ſervile court and adulation. To impreſs 

a bigh ſenſe of his predeceſſor's popularity, they {pared 

no pains. For this purpoſe allo they intrigued with the 


aſſembly, 


550 


aſſemby, and city corporation, two elective bodies, and 1755. 
thence under his influence. Of the latter, Mr. Oliver and pe ard 
De Lancey, as alderman, was a member; and, with true oe 


on his on 
fraternal affection, ſtimulated the board to inſert in their adminiſtra- 


addreſs a compliment to his brother. A modeſt motion, 
my Lord! and ſo vehemently urged, that it was carried, 
tho' not without ſome oppoſition. The burden of that 
momentous paſſage, without which the whole had been 
jejune and inſipid, was diſcharged in thele terms — © We 
c have the greateſt reaſon to expect the continuation of 
ce that wiſe and happy adminiſtration, we have been 
ce bleſſed with ſome time paſt.”'. Still greater was Mr. 
De Lancey's intereſt in the aſſembly, as I have already 
had the. honour to acquaint your Lordſhip. But one 
| gentleman in that houſe oppoſed the flattery of their ad- 
dreſs. He is a man of an affluent independent fortune, 
a bold unſhackled ſpirit, and of ſtrong natural parts. 
The addreſs was calculated to ſecure De Lancey's power 
both with governor and people: the former, by diſplay- 
ing to Sir Charles his formidable intereſt in that houſe : 
the latter, by preventing a diſſolution; than which no- 
thing was the object of greater dread. ** It has, Sir, 
© (theſe are the expreſſions) been uſual in this colony, 
at the acceſſion of a new governor, to give the people 
an opportunity of a new election of repreſentatives. 
If your excellency conceives, that ſuch a meaſure, in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, will be conſiſtent with his Ma- 


jeſty's ſervice, and the ſecurity of this his loyal colony, 
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1 
it will be agreeable to us, and to the people we have 
the honour to repreſent. 
«© TE importance of the buſineſs under our conſi- 
« deration, and the diſpatch neceſſary to accompliſh it, 


„ vill plead our excuſe to your excellency, for not being 


“ earlier in this addreſs. 

« Anp here, Sir, we ſhould have ended, were we not 
ein juſtice bound to pay ſome acknowlegement to the 
« adminiftration of your excellency's predeceſſor the 
<« Lieut. Governor; whoſe upright intentions, as far as we 
had opportunities of diſcovering them, ever tended 
% to his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, and the welfare 
% and proſperity of this colony.” 

Mx. Ds Lancer is one of the moſt fortunate of men. 
While the people impatiently expected a diſſolution, an 
expreſs arrived on the 12th of September, with a con- 
fuſed, but alarming account of an action at Lake George. 
This rendered it neceſſary for Sir Charles Hardy imme- 
diately to proceed to Albany. Thither the Lieut. Gover- 
nor accompanied him, and had thereby a fair opportu- 
nity to ingroſs and cajole him, I ſhall ſuſpend the rela- 
tion of his ſucceſs, till I have laid before your Lordſhip 
the progreſs of the provincial army, and their repulſe of 
the French. ' 

Major Gen, LyMan, being advanced with the troops 
to the Carrying-Place, about 60 miles from Albany, was 


waiting the arrival of General Johnſon, who ſet out from 


thence on the 8th of Auguſt, with the train of artillery. 
Lyman 


571 
Lyman had begun a fort at the landing, on the eaſt fide 1755. 


of Hudſon's River, now called Fort Edward. About the y 
latter end of the month, Gen. Johnſon, with the main ud = tore 
body, moved forward 14 miles more northerly, and rying-Place. 
pitched his camp at the ſouth end of Lake George, be- 

fore called St. Sacrament. By ſome Indians, who had 

been ſent as ſcouts, he received the following advices: --- 

That they had diſcovered a party of French and Indians 

at Tinonderoge, ſituate on the iſthmus between the north 

end of Lake George and the ſouthern part of Lake 
Champlain, 15 miles on this fide Crown Point; but that f 
no works were there thrown up. To have ſecured this | | 
paſs, which commanded the route to Crown Point thro 
the Lake, had been a meaſure extremely adviſeable. Mr. 
Johnſon, informed of its importance, on the iſt of Sep- 
tember wrote to Gen. Shirley, that he was impatient to 
get up his battoes; propoſing then to proceed with part of 
the troops, and ſeize upon that paſs. The French how- 
ever took advantage of the delay, and cut out work 
enough for him at his own camp. 

Or the troops which failed from Breſt in the ſpring, 
amounting to about zoos, your Lordſhip knows, eight 
companies were taken with the Lys and Alcide men of 
war, who fell in with our fleet commanded by Admiral 
Boſcawen. One thouſand were landed at Loutſburgh ; 
and the reſidue arrived at Quebec, with Monſ. de Yak 

dreuil governor-general of Canada, and Baron Dieſkau, 
commander of the forces. The French Court, well ap- 
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— 
Dieſkau de- 


ſigns to re- 
duce Oſwe- 


80 


1587 
priſed of the ſingular conſequence of Oſwego, had de- 
termined to reduce it. Such being the baron's inſtruc- 
tions, he immediately proceeded to Montreal; from 
whence he detached 700 of his troops up the river, in- 
tending himſelf ſpeedily to join them with the remainder. 
Juſt before he had made the neceſlary preparations, Mont- 


real was alarmed with the news of our forming a nu- 


but is di- 
verted. 


He marches 
to attack 
Gen. John- 
ſon. 


merous army near Lake St. Sacrament, for the reduction 
of Fort Frederic, and perhaps to penetrate into the heart 


of Canada. Whereupon a grand council being held, 
the baron was importuned to proceed thro' Lake Cham- 


plain, for the defence of that fortreſs : nor was he with- 
out great dithculty prevailed upon to alter his intended 
route. 
Dizsxav, having in vain waited the coming up of 
our army, at length reſolved himſelf to advance towards 
them; and if he proved victorious, to deſolate our nor- 
thern ſettlements, lay the towns of Albany and Schenec- 
tady in aſhes, and cut oft all communication with Oſwego. 


A dreadful reſolution, my Lord! And had he ſuc- 


ceeded - I tremble at the thought --- had he ſucceeded. 


the South Bay . Of this movement, Gen, Johnſon had 


But the Supreme Diſpoſer of even ts had not yet devoted 


us to ruin; and therefore, like the counſels of Achito- 


phel, blaſt ed the ſanguinary purpoſe. --- 


For the execution of this deſign, he embarked at Fort 
gt. Frederic with 2000 men in battoes, and landed at 


* About 16 miles from the Engliſh encampment. 
not 
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c fort, the Engliſh camp muſt neceſſarily be abandoned, 
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not the leaſt intimation, till his ſcouts diſcovered” their 17535. 
actual departure from the South Bay towards Fort Ed-- W 
ward. By an Engliſh priſoner the baron was told that 

the fort was defenceleſs, and our camp at the Lake, 

when he- left it a few days before, without lines, and de- 

ſtitute of cannon, Having approached within two miles 

of Fort Edward, he opened his defign to his troops, 
conſiſting of 600 militia, as many Indians, and 200 
regulars. To animate his irregulars, who ſeemed difin- His irrego- 
clined to the attack propoſed, he aſſured them, that TY 


the attack of 
inevitable muſt be their ſucceſs --- © that on reducing this Ed 


ward. 
« and their army diſperſe in great diforder --- that this 
would enable them to ſubdue Albany; and by ſtarv- 
ing the garriſon of Oſwego, ſuperadd to their con- 

« queſt the abſolute dominion of Ontario.” With what- 
ever intrepidity this harangue inſpired his European 
troops, the Canadians and ſavages, fearful of our cannon, 
were utterly averſe to the ſcheme ; but declared their 
willingneſs to ſurprize our camp, where they expected 


nothing beyond muſquetry . Thus diſappointed in his He mores 


A 


* 


principal deſign, he changed his route, and began to fp. 


camp; 


move againſt the main body at the Lake. Gen. Johnſon, 
on the information of his ſcouts, had diſpatched ſeparate 


meſſengers to Fort Edward, with advice of the enemy's 


approach towards that garriſon ; of which one was 


* Our artillery was got up to the camp from Fort Edward but a any or two 
before the action, of which the French had no intelligence, 


H 2 unfortunately 


1755. 
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unfortunately intercepted : the reſt who got back, re- 


> ported, that they had deſcried the enemy about four 


and meets 


ment, 


dur detach- 


miles to the northward of the fort. Inſtead of any at- 
tempt to diſcover the ſtrength of the guard left with 
their battoes at the South Bay, which might eafily have 
been cut off, a council of war reſolved the next morn- 
ing to detach 1000 men, with ſome Indians, to fall 
upon, or, as Mr. Johnſon expreſſes it in his letter to the 
ſeveral governors, © to catch, the enemy in their retreat.“ 


On this ſervice commanded Col. Williams, a brave officer, 


who met the baron within four miles of our camp. 

Tux Engliſh, my Lord, were encamped on the banks 
of Lake George, being covered on either fide by a low 
thick-wooded ſwamp. After the march of the detach- 
ment, Gen. Johnſon drew up the cannon, then at 500 
yards diſtance from the front. Trees were alſo felled to 
form ſome ſort of breaſt- work: and this was all his 
cover againſt an attack ; having hitherto ſtrangely de- 
layed the proper eetrenchmonts. 

Azour an hour after Williams's departure, a a heavy fire 
was heard; which evidently approaching, Gen. Johnſon 
judged rightly, that our detachment was retreating : for 
the French were ſuperior in number, amounting to about 
i800. Upon this he ſent out a reinforcement to ſupport 
them; which was very judiciouſly conducted on the death 
of Williams, by Lieut. Colonel Whiting, a Connecticut 


officer, who gained much applauſe at the reduction of 


Louiſburgh. Gen. Johnſon informs the governors, “ That 
“ about 
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& about half an hour after eleven the enemy appeared 1755. 
« in fight, and marched along the road in very regular 
« order, directly upon our center: That they made a 
« {mall halt, about 1 50 yards from the breaft-work, when 
the regular troops made the grand and center attack; 
« while the Canadians and Indians ſquatted and diſperſed 
« on our flanks.” This halt was the baron's capital 
error : for, amidſt the conſternation at the camp, had 
he cloſely followed up the detachment, he had eaſily 
forced their lines, and gained a complete victory. But 
by continuing for ſome time a platoon fire, with little 
execution at that diſtance, our men recovered their ſpirits. 
As ſoon as the artillery began to play, Dieſkau and his 
regulars found themſelves totally deſerted by the militia 
and ſavages, who all ſkulked into the ſwamps, took to 
| trees, and maintained a ſcattered fire upon our flanks, 
N for ſome time, with variable and intermitting briſkneſs, 
, Having now no command-of any-part of his army, ex- He is deten. 
cept his handful of regulars, the baron thought proper to: — Gent 
retire; which he did in very great diforder.. A party ner. 
from the camp followed him, fell upon his rear, diſperſed 
the remaining ſoldiers about him, and being himſelf 
wounded in the leg, was found reſting on a ſtump, ut- 
terly abandoned and deſtitute of ſuccour. Feeling for 
his watch, to ſurrender it, one of our men, ſuſpecting 
him in aneh of a piſtol, poured a charge thro' his hips; 
of which wound he is not yet recovered. Upon his re- 
treat, the militia and Indians retired in ſmall parties: and 
as. 
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N 
as the Engliſh neglected to continue the purſuit, they 


halted about four miles from the camp, at the very place 


Gallant be- 
ha viour of 
M Ginnes, 


Remark on 


Wraxal's 
imagination. 


The enemy 


not purſued. 


where the engagement happened in the morning. Open- 


ing their packs for refreſhment, they here entered into 


conſultation, reſpecting a ſecond attack. Why the enemy 
was not purſued, when their retreat became general, no 
tolerable reaſon has ever yet been aſſigned; and Mr. 
Johnſon, in his letter, ſeems very artfully to evade it. 
Nothing however could be more fortunate than the gallant 
behaviour of a party conſiſting of about 200, led by Capt. 
M Ginnes, who had been detached from Fort Edward, 
to the aſſiſtance of the main body. They fell upon the 
French in the evening, put an end to their conſultations, 
and gave them a total overthrow. M“ Ginnes died of 
the wounds he received in this rencounter, having ſigna- 
lized himſelf by a ſpirit and conduct that would have 
done honour to a more experienced officer. ; 

Ma. WRAXAL, in his letter to the Lieut. Gevernor of 
New York, told him, he ſtood ſo near Gen. Johnſon, 
when the latter received his wound, that © he thought 
« he ſaw the ball enter: which curious piece of intel- 
ligence was obliterated before its publication, I only 
mention this circumſtance to convince your Lord{hip, 
that the moſt intrepid ſoldier hath not always the ſame 
preſence of mind. : og 

Ir the duſk of the evening was too far advanced, be- 
fore the repulſe at the Lake, for an immediate purſuit 
(which by the way could not be the caſe, ſince M“Ginnes's 

encounter 
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encounter was ſubſequent) yet the neglect of it che next 1755. 
day admits of no colourable apology. Mr. Lyman - 


urged it with great warmth; but the general, with moſt 
of the field officers, are accuſed of an equal diſinclina- 
tion. Mr. Johnſon, to judge by his letter, ſeemed well 
fatisfied with his eſcape, and determined with this action 
to cloſe the preſent campaign. It was probably to avoid 
the proſecution of the expedition, that he tranſmitted no 
account of the battle to General Shirley; contenting 
himſelf with requeſting Lieut. Governor Phipps to ſend 
a copy of his letter from Boſton, tho his own ſituation 
was 200 miles nigher to Oſwego. The gentleman at 
Albany, to whom his diſpatches were intruſted, ſuſpect- 
ing their contents, and conceiving their communication 
to the general abſolutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, 
broke open the letter to Governor Phipps, and ſent an 
expreſs with a copy to Oſwego. 


Tux Indians, during the whole of the engagement, The Indians 


fome of the Mohawks only excepted, retired from the 
camp, waiting the event of the conflict at a convenient 
diſtance. Nor indeed was their aſſiſtance expected, by 
thoſe who knew their boaſted fidelity was a mere delu- 
fion, and Mr. Johnſon's ſo much magnified influence, 
what it has fince appeared to all men, the groſſeſt im- 
poſture. They even declared before their march, they 
intended not to engage, but to be witneſſes of the gal- 
lantry of our troops. And had Dieſkau won the day, 
equaily ready had they been to ſcalp their brethren the 

Engliſh, 


Joined not in- 
the action: 


641 

17 5. Engliſh, as now they appeared to exerciſe their brutal 
T7; dexterity on the French. Moreover, they came in a bod y 
amy after it. to Albany, immediately after the battle, on pretence of 
celebrating the ſucceſs of our arms, and to condole with 

the widows of thoſe. who fell in the action. This, ſays 

one of Mr. Johnſon” s encomiaſts, is their cuſtom ; ſub- 

Joining prophetically, that they were in a fortnight after 

their departure to return to the camp. The favages, 

my Lord, obſerve no ſuch cuſtom, fave on the conclu- 

ſion of an enterprize ; whereas. this was ſcarcely com- 
menced: and as to their return, 'tis notorious they never did. 

Beſides, had the general the real intereſt pretended, would 

he not, for once, have induced them to poſtpone their 
triumphant feſtivity, and untimely condolence, when their 
preſence at the camp, would they really fight, was of 
indiſpenſible neceſſity ; and himſelf in expectation of a 

ſecond attack ; nor, by the ſtrain of his letter, exempt 

from a little ocrtinbation of mind? 

Major Gen. Io render the luſtre of this gentleman' s character ſtill 
licionly more refulgent, by preventing any one's ſharing with 
* him the glory of the day, a juncto combined at the 
camp, and framed a letter *, impeaching Mr. Lyman, 

the ſecond in command, of daſtardly carriage, which 

they procured one Cole, a fellow of no reputation, to 

ſign, and convey to the preſs. A notable inſtance of the 


amazing latitude to which an invidious ſpirit 3 is capable 


* —— Minds that will mount into ſuperior ſtate, 
Climb miſchief's ladder 


Richäkps's Meſſalina. 
8 | of 
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of proceeding} 4 80 ttue i is the Poet 8 cbſerpation, 17 5 5. 


Men that make 3 
Envy and * malice nouriſhment, 
Dare bite the beſt— Sake. 


For, in reality, no man, my Lewd; behaved with more 

magnanimity, than the unfortunate obje& of their jea- 

louſy : and from his ſuperior merit actually aroſe their 

malignity, as he thence rivalled their deified idol. The 

reaſon. why this much-injured officer deferred his vindi- 
cation, was not only the diſgraceful name of his calum- 

niator, but becauſe he expected that juſtice from the pub- 
lic; who accordingly, in teſtimony of his merit, veſted 
hong the next campaign, with the ſame important poſt. 

But numbers of witneſſes --- eye · witneſſes, utterly - im- 
partial, and not belonging to the camp, are ready to 
depoſe, that by them he was ſeen fighting like a lion, 

and expoſing his life in the hotteſt of the battle: not to 
mention a gentleman of undoubted veracity, to whom 
Gen. Johnſon, two days after the action, frankly acknow- 
leged in his tent, that to Lyman was chiefly to be aſcribed 
the honour of the victory. 


I $HALL now, my Lord, take the liberty to make a Remarks on 


Johnſon's 
few remarks on Mr. Johnſon's letter to the governors; along fo. 


and examine the reaſons aſſigned againſt purſuing 2 Purſuing 


the enemy, 


his advantage, as well as thoſe alledged for not pro- or proſecut- 


ſecuting the expedition. The 0 of the French de- * 


Col. John Renſalair, of Albany. 
HE. livered 


91 
1755. livered us from ſuch unſpeakable calamity, naturally to 
be apprehended from the enemy's ſucceſs, that we have 
infinite reaſon to thank the Gop or ARMuIES, for thus re- 
markably reſcuing us from the jaws of perdition. Nor ought 
we to mention either our officers or men, who generally 
behaved as well as could be expected, without a ſuitable 
tribute of gratitude. But the general's own letter will 
enable me to convince your Lordſhip, that the magni- 
ficent trophies erected to his fame, ſprung wholly from the 
New York cabal ; whoſe ſervices, when encircled with 
his laurel, he was ever after to acknowlege and re- 


taliate 


--- ſana redemitus tempora lauro 
--- veterem Anchiſem agnoſcit amicum. 


By this letter he appears ſo conſcious of deſerving reprehen- 
ſion, rather than applauſe, that the latter part of his epiſtle 
is apparently calculated to divert all inquiry into the true 
reaſon of his not purſuing the enemy, and breaking up 
the campaign, without paying a viſit to Crown Point. 

Our men, ſays he, have ſuffered ſo much fatigue for three 
« days paſt, and are conſtantly ſtanding upon their arms 
« by day, half the whole upon guard by night, and the 
« reſt lie down armed and accoutred z - that both officers 
« and men are almoſt worn-out.” I can't help think- 
ing, that had the general begun his breaſt-work more 
ſeaſonably, and not waited for intelligence of the enemy's 

| advancing, before he ordered up his cannon, his men had 

1 been leſs fatigued by this redoubtable action. But leſt 

= the 


— — ——— — —— — — — . 


— — — oo 2 — 
-4 $. f — J 1 N 5 . 2 „ 
, 8 "> Sail N 8 2 LS 82 8 . - a RK KO Rn © 
- 8 2 1 5 4 ERIN *. "=p » 2" . ERS WOE KY BHS Warts - a 
1 ad re 1 3 : > nA ad 5 „ « * * * * 
nn, READ n * > bs 8 SER Ra rt : 9 x * * 1 


— — - — — AT _— ET 2 e. — — — — 
— — Y 4 & 1 — - — 2 2 
7 — - Y N a eb > ee. — — — 
2 — 4 n 
— ba _— 


2 — — 
a ee 
1 


67 J 


the world ſhould remain in the dark about the real 175 5. 


grounds of his apprehenſion, he proceeds --- © 'The enemy 
ce may rally; and we judge they have conſiderable rein- 
« forcements near at hand.“ I queſtion, my Lord, whether 
the whole circle of hiſtory affords a fingle inſtance of an 
army's rallying, after the ſlaughter of 1000 men (his own 
computation) out of about 1800, the whole force of the 
enemy. And whence he conjediured they had any 
reinforcements ſo near at hand, as not to be able to join 
their routed detachment, ſtill remains one of thoſe arcana 
of ſtate, which, by common underſtandings, is not to be 
fathomed : or, if the French conſiſted of 200 grenadiers, 
800 Canadians, and 700 Indians (the baron's account 
to the general) ſo great a ſlaughter as is pretended by 
the letter, with the loſs of the greateſt part of the prin- 
cipal officers, and Monſ. St. Pierre, who had the chief 
command and influence over the Indians, muſt have re- 
duced them to leſs than 800. From theſe, one would 
have imagined, there was no danger of a ſecond attack. 
Far more probable was it, that for ſo momentous an 
enterprize as the reduction of the forts before- mentioned, 
the French had muſtered all the forces they could ſpare 
from Crown Point and Tinonderoge, where many of the 
regular troops were poſted ; eſpecially, as they went un- 
furniſhed with cannon. Add to this, that our army 
was now fluſhed with victory ; the enemy, on the con- 
trary, diſconcerted ; and, according to his account, moſt 
of their principal officers and many of their men, ſlain; 
I 2 the 


[ 68 } 


175 5. the Indians too, by the death of St. Pierre, probably wa 
Cx yering and diſſipated. This, if ſuch were the facts, was 


a glorious opportunity to diſpoſſeſs them of T inonderoge. 
But the longer they were ſuffered to fortify, the more 
arduous the taſk: to diſlodge them, and the greater the loſs 
of our preſent advantage, Taking from their defeat and 
our ſucceſs. Beſides, was there any probability of their 
return the next day, to re-affault the camp with muſ- 
quetry, when the effects of our cannon (admitting them 
to have done the pretended execution) was ſtill ſo re- 
cent in their memories; and to the Indians, even the 
firſt time, ſo viſibly tremendous ? But the cautious ge- 
neral ſubjoins --- © We don't think it either prudent or 
« ſafe to be ſending out parties in ſearch of the dead.” 
I agree, it had been more for his Majeſty's ſervice to 
have diſpatched them ia purſuit of the living. Aſter a 
ſhort paragraph concerning the wounded, his panic re- 
turns © I think we may expect very ſhortly a more 
« formidable attack.” More formidable than what? 
Why, than that of their regulars firing at a diſtance 

and the Canadians and Indians running away — ©& and 
that the enemy will then come with artillery.” I won- 
der whether this gentleman expected to reduce Crown. 


Point without being, expoſed to the French artillery. But 
hence this ſurmiſe of a more formidable attack, he thinks 


The cannon were ſo ill-ferved, and highly elevated, that they did, beyond all 
controverſy, no execution at all; none of the dead being obſerved to have been. 


killed by cannon- hot: but amen the tops of che trees, 30 and 40 feet high, they | 
made great and uſeleſs havock. 


not 
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not proper to communicate. It was well known, the 1755, 
whole force ſent from. France amounted to about 3000: 

that of theſe, admiral Boſcawen took eight companies, 

and 1000 were in garriſon at Louiſburgh. Admitting 

therefore that all the reſt arrived at Quebec, without any 

los, (a favourable conceſſion) the utmoſt amount that 
reached Canada was about 1700; of which 500 were 

at Cadaraqui : ſo that, without any allowance for thoſe 

killed at the camp, or in the mock purſuit which enſued, 

the whole number of regulars that arrived with Dieſkau, 

and could come againſt him, but little exceeded 1 100. 

The gentleman proceeds — The late: Col. Williams 
“had the ground cleared for building a ſtockaded fort: 

« our men are ſo harraſſed, and obliged to be upon 

« watchful duty, that I think it would be both unſeaſon- 

« able, and I fear in vain, to ſet them at work upon the 
« defigned fort. I deſign to order the New Hampſhire 

e regiment up here to reinforce us; and I hope ſome of 

« the deſigned reinforcements will be with us in a few 
<« days. When theſe freſh troops arrive, I tha!l ” --- I 
dare ſay your Lordſhip expects at leaſt the demolition: of 

Fort St. Frederic: nothing like it --- ö I ſhall immediately 

« ſet about building a fort. Still the ſtrongeſt ſymptoms. 

of terror and alarm: for, tis evident from this paſſage, | i 
he had now laid aſide all thoughts of proſecuting the . 
expedition, ſhould even ſuccours arrive, and in greater 
numbers than were neceſſary. All his puiſſant purpoſes 
terminated now, © in ſetting about building a fort.” And 
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Reflections 
on the for- 
tune and 


Conduct of 
this general. 


L701 
if indeed he thought Crown Point impregnable by the 
army then under his command, above 4000 ſtrong, he 
muſt neceſſarily conclude it would be found fo the next 
year, by double the number: and if then attempted 
thro! another route, his grand fortreſs at the end of the 
Lake was abſolutely uſeleſs. Nor would it prove any de- 
fence to the country between Lake George and Hudſon's 
River, while the French could penetrate it by two other 
more uſual paſlages, the South-Bay and Wood-Creek ; 
thro' the former of which they had actually marched 


to his camp. And as to their formidable attack with 


artillery, whence could they bring it, but from Crown 
Point ? And if they learnt he intended, in the preſent 
campaign, nothing beyond building a ſtockaded fort, 
that very intelligence was ſufficient to induce them to 
attack the camp with cannon ; againſt which, I am con- 
fident, his fort would make bat a very indifferent reſiſt- 


ance, But, in reality, 'twas moſt probable they would 


exert their efforts in ſtrengthening Crown Point and 


Tinonderope ; the reduction of which, for not im- 


proving our ſucceſs at the camp, will colt us a vaſt ad- 


dition of blood and treaſure. 
Tavs, my Lord, ended this expenſive expedition in 


_ erecting a wooden fort; faulted by Mr. Montreſor * ; 


J 
and, I dare ſay, derided by the enemy. So that if ever 
any man obtained Jaurels without earning them, it was 
this fortunate general ; who, by the ſplendid repreſen- 


* Chief engineer. | 
tations 


171 
tations of his ſecretary, and the ſovereign decree of his 1755- 
patron, is exalted into an eminent hero. To the pane- | 
gyrical pen of Mr. Wraxal, and the —- fic volo, fic ju- 
beo -— of Lieut, Gov. De Lancey, is to be aſcribed that 
mighty renown, which echoed thro' the colonies, rever- 
berated to Europe, and elevated a raw unexperienced 
youth into a kind of ſecond Marlborough --- 


Fortunate puer, tu nunc eris alter ab illo. 


80 capricious is fortune, and ſo fond of ſporting with 
human affairs. The emperor Severus (I think it is He- 
rodian tells the ſtory) when obliged to raiſe the ſiege of 
Atras, the only attempt in which he had ever been 
baffled, thought himſelf conquered becauſe he did not 
conquer: but our hero, it ſeems, is a conqueror, becauſe 
he was not conquered. When a general finds himſelf 
attacked in his camp, a very quaker methinks, would, 
forget his principles, and follow, in ſpite of Barclay and 
the meeting, the powerful dictates of nature's. incentive 
to ſelf-defence, And did the valour of our warrior carry 
him an inch farther ? Did he purſue an enemy, who by 
flying, with the loſs of about 30 men, exhibited a full 
proof of a moſt extraordinary puſilanimity ? Or, if his 
wound (which, conſidering it was made by a ball viſible 
in its flight to his aid-de- camp, muſt have been very ca- 
pacious) rendered his perſonal purſuit impracticable; were 
any orders given to improve the fortune of the day, and: 
deſtroy a fugitive army? Was not, on the contrary, the 


noble 


[72] 

1755. noble ardor of thoſe who offered to purſue, by poſitive 
ERS orders. repreſſed; and a poltroon' wars ſuffered to 
eſcape, whoſe recent cowardice promiſed a general ſlaugh- 


ter, and who, in their preſent panic, had fallen a ben. 
_ to our victorious arme? | 


** 
- 


. Tursn are facts of inconteſtible Wodollety: pa if your 

ance rag Lordſhip demands, whence then the accounts that fix or 

gerate. eight hundred, nay a thouſand, fell before the camp 
(when, in reality, the enemy loſt not above two hundred 
in all the three engagements, which is leſs than our own 
toſs) there is no other way of accounting for theſe glaring 
miſrepreſentations, than that it ſuited our preſent ſyſtem 
of politics to have this action exaggerated and magni- 
fied. It was neceflary to exalt Johnſon, in order to de- 
preſs Shirley, and they who had repreſented the expedi- 
tion againſt Crown Point of ſuch prodigious importance, 
thought it adviſeable to render every thing important that 
was tranſacted in that expedition. Every man among us 
knew it to be an impoſition; and yet ran the riſque of 
having his head broke for offering to doubt it. It was 
notorious, not above 30 of the enemy were found ſlain 
at the camp; and that the reſt of the dead could neither | 
fly into the air, nor dive into the earth. Where then 
was the remainder ? To anticipate the queſtion, leſt any 
one ſhould have effrontery enough to ſtart it —- they 
were carried off by a flying enemy, who took to their heels 
to ſave their own lives ; and yet were ſo anxious about 


x their 
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their dead, as to carry them all along. Such amel 1755. 
contradictions are we obliged: to believe! 12 
Nav, to excuſe this favourite general, the Mam: of 
not following his advantage, has been thrown on Mr. 
Shirley, and attributed to his poſitive directions. Beſides — = 
the abſurdity of the accuſation, that he could be acceſ- ſured. 
ſory to an omiſſion of this nature, it was abſolutely im- 
poſſible for him to know whether the enemy would at 
all riſk an attack. Your Lordſhip will conſider, the ge- 
neral was then at leaſt 365 miles from the place of action, 
nor adviſed of it till nine days after it happened. But 
when he received the intelligence, ſo far from directing 
to the inactivity of a merely defenſive conduct, that he 
diſpatched repeated expreſſes to Mr. Johnſon, urging him 
in the moſt preſſing terms, to purſ the advantage al- 
ready obtained; and if unable to proceed in perſon, to 
commit the charge of the troops to Major Gen. Lyman: 
or, if he found it impracticable to inveſt Crown Point 
that ſeaſon, at leaſt to make himſelf maſter, if poſſible, 
of the enemy's advanced poſt at Tinonderoge. But all 
was ineffeQual : the laurel being already acquired, for- 
tune was not again to be put to a deſperate venture. 

Ws will now, if your Lordſhip pleaſes, return to Oſ- 
wego, where General Shirley arrived the 21ſt of Auguſt, 
and take a view of the courſe of his proceedings i in that 
quarter, 

Your Lorpsnie may remember, that the troops Courſe of 
marched from Schenectad y, with ſcarce half the number — 
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of battoemen, which aA for the ſervice; and 
2 theſe by frequent deſertions gradually decreaſed. Hence 
the tranſportation of prouiſions, thro' this long tract of 
country, was ſo much impeded, that until the latter end 


of September it was eg _ _ asc to 
move from Oſwego 

Tux general — had, in thei mean time, 40 
all the neceſſary preparations for the expedition to Nia- 


gara: and as the arrival of a large convoy with provi- 
A council of ions was then hourly expected, he held a council of war 


war held 


chere. at his camp on the 18th of September; at which were 


1 
His Excellency the GENERAL. 
Licut. Col. Elliſon, Major Bradftreet, Adj. Gen. 
Lieut. Col. Mercer, Capt. Barford, © 
Col. Schuyler, Capt. Broadley, Com. of the 
Capt. Patten, veſſels on the Lake. 
Major Littlehales, 
The gener! TE general informed this council, that thro' the great 
repreſents 


the tate of great deſertion of battoemen, the ſcarcity of waggons 
alu a" on the Mohawk River, and the defertion of ſledgemen 


— at the Great Carry ing-Place, the conveyance of provi- 


Hs gences Hons and other ſtores had been ſo much retarded, that 


there had not been at any time fince his arrival, a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of dry proviſions to enable him to go 
upon action: but as a large ſupply would probably very 
ſoon arrive, he was determined to- proceed immediately. 
He thought proper to inform them of his intelligence 
concerning 


L 75 ] 

concerning the. fituation and ſtrength of the enemy — F755, | 
which was to this purpoſe —- That before he left the Yo | 
Oneida Carrying-Place, two truſty Indians, with as many 
Albany traders, were ſent as ſpies to Niagara; who, after 
fourteen days abſence, returned with an account -— That 
the Indians had been two days in the: French fort there, 
which was built partly of ftone; but principally of logs, 
being in a weak and ruinous condition - that the gar- 
riſon confiſted of about 60 French and 100 Indians, who 
ſaid they had for ſome time expected goo Indians and a 
quantity of ſtores from Canada; but were apprehenſive 
their veſſels were taken --- that le came in frequently 
from Fort Du Queſne, whence alſo they expected a con- 
fiderable reinforcement. The ſpies added, tliat the In- 
dians were diſguſted at the diviſion of the ſpoils, on the 
defeat of General Braddock, and; that the French had 
loſt 30 men in that engagement —- that they ſaw many 
Engliſh ſcalps, with a large quantity of cloaths and fur- 
niture --- that the French had there 70 or 80 large bat- 

toes, with which they intended to meet and board our 
veffels : and this article was confirmed by another In- 
dian, who ſet out after the ſpies, and meeting one of 
our row-gallies, cautioned the commander againſt a nearer 
approach t to Niagara. 

His Exctiexcy alſo informed the council, that an * 
Indian ſpy had been with the Outawawas, who aſſiſted 
the French in the action at Monongahela --- that. they 
had declared their inclination to lay down the hatchet ; 
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and that others more weſterly gave the like intimations; 


YRS which had induced him to diſpatch four meſſengers with 


belts of wampum, to invite them into our a or at 
leaſt to engage their neutrality, 
Uron the general's arrival at Oſwego, be: thought it 


neceſſary to procure intelligence from Frontenac; and 


for that purpoſe ſent out a party of white Wen and 
Indians, who returned about the 8th of September, with 


information --- that they landed upon an iſland, about 
fix furlongs from the fort, from whence they had a full 


view of it - that it was built in a bay, near the edge of 
the water, and ſurrounded by a ſtone wall; the land 


behind it cleared, and riſing in a gradual acclivity— that 
two veſſels, of about 40 tons each, lay moored in the 


harbour, unrigged, and without guns that at the eaſt 


end of the fort there was a regular encampment, and fix 
marquis tents ; from the extent of which they imagined 
it contained about 3 or 400 men. Upon the fide of 


-the bay, oppoſite the fort, the land projected about half 


a mile: between this and the iſland they were upon 
was another little iſland, about three quarters of a mile 


from the fort, inhabited by about twenty Indian families. 


The ſpies added, that there were ſeveral other adjacent 
iflands; but they diſcovered no battoes. His excellency far- 


ther ee the council, that an Indian who came to 
Oſwego about the time of his arrival, and had left Fron- 


tenac nine days before, declared there were 30 French 


within —_ fort; a confiderable quantity of powder, and 
many 


[77] 


many guns mounted on the ſurrounding wall, which was 1755. 


about fix feet thick; and the encampment without con- 


ſiſted of 600 ſoldiers. The information of Redhead, 
to the fame effect, was alſo laid before the council, with 
the addition --- that there were two encampments, one 
of Canadians, and the other of regulars, in a hollow, in- 
diſcoverable from the iſland ; and that he was told, by 
the commandant, of a much larger number of troops 
expected with the general, lately arrived from France; 
ka they propoſed to inveſt Oſwego. Gen. Johnſon's 
letter of the 1ſt of September, ſignifying, that his ſcouts 
informed him of the departure of 300 canoes to Fron- 
tenac, was alſo conſidered : and from theſe articles of 
intelligence — the account of the arrival of the French 
troops — the ſuſpenſion of all intercourſe between Fron- 
tenac and Niagara --- and their lying ſtill ſo long at the 
former ; his excellency obſerved, it was not improbable 
their deſign might be to make a deſcent on Oſwego, if 
the whole force proceeded on the expedition to Niagara, 
which was about x 50 miles to the weſtward ; and from 
whence, at that advanced ſeaſon, they could not return 
in leſs than 30 days. That this was the more probable, 
as Oſwego was of the greateſt importance for ſecuring the 
' frontiers of the weſtern colonies, maintaining the Britiſh 
dominion over the great lakes, and the country beyond 
the Apalachean mountains. He alſo took notice of the 
defenceleſs ſtate of Oſwego, which would render it ne- 
x ceſſary to leave a ſtrong garriſon there: that the number 


—— — . 8 FP ²˙ : _ * 


[ 78 ] 

| 1755. of effectives at that time in the three regiments and in- 
* dependent companies, including ſerjeants and corporals, 
amounted to 1376; and that the irregulars, who were 
Albany men and Indians, procured by his own emiſſaries, 
conſiſted only of 120. For the better ſecurity of the 
place, the general had ordered to be built, with all pol 
fable diſpatch, a ſtrong wooden fort, capable of 
cannon, with picquets and a ditch, on a high point, 
commanding the old fort on the eaſt fide of - river. 
This he obſerved was already begun, and would ſoon be 
compleated : and that for the propoſed enterprize, he had 
built and equipped a floop and ſchooner of ſixty tons 
each, two row-gallies, each of twenty tons, with eight 
whale-boats, each capable of carrying ſixteen men. He 
then informed them of his intention to embark for Nia- 
gara, as ſoon as the expected convoy arrived, with 600 
regulars, including gunners and matrofles, beſides the 
Albany and Indian irregulars, one 18 pounder, four 
I2 ders, a ten-inch mortar, a ſeven- inch hoyet, two 
royals, and five ſmall ſwivel-hoyets, the veſſels, whale- 
boats, and a competent number of battoes ; leaving be- 

hind him 700 effectives, two 12 pounders, ten 6 pound- 

ers, fix 3 pounders, and eight cohorns. 

Tux council, upon this repreſentation, were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, in anſwer to the ſeveral queſtions | 
propoſed, that the force intended for the Niagara expe- 
dition was ſufficient : but with reſpect to Oſwego, ſome 
imagined it would not be defenſible : the majority, how- 


ever, 
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ever, were of contrary ſentiments. All agreed, that a feint 1755. 
upon Frontenac, while his excellency was gone to Nia 
gara, was by no means adviſable. - They univerſally con- 
curred in opinion, that a fort ought to be erected on the 
wWeſt fide of the old fort: and that it would be for his 
Majeſty's ſervice to prepare materials for building one 
or more veſſels, larger than any of thoſe already upon 
the lake, capable of mounting ten 6 pounders, beſides 
ſwivels, two more row-gallies, and 100 good whale- boats. 

Is conſequence of this advice, 600 regulars were Preparation 
draughted, the artillery and ordnance-ſtores ſhipped on on uh el 
board the ſloop — part of the proviſions on board g xPecl- 
the ſloop Oſwego, and the reſidue was ready for the 
row-gallies, whale-boats, and battoes. While theſe pre- 
parations were making, the weather was extremely wet 
and tempeſtuous. The rains began to fall ſo heavily on the 
18th of the month, that on the beſt choſen ground the 
tents of the ſoldiers were overwhelmed. As 400 of the 
troops muſt have gone in open battoes, it was impoſſible 
to paſs the lake with any ſafety, till the ſtorm abated ; 
which was on the 26th of the month, when orders were 
immediately iſſued for the embackozion of the troops: 
but theſe wich not be carried into execution. Tho' the Whichcould | 
rains ceaſed for a ſhort fpace of time, the weſtern winds | = yin 
began to blow with redoubled fury; and were again ſuc- 3 
ceeded by continual rains for thirteen days together, ther: 

During this boiſterous weather, numbers fell fick, whoſe 
tents were an inſufficient ſhelter ; : and the Indians, well 


acquainted 


[ 8 
1755. acquainted with the climate, went off, declaring the ſea- 
e—Y ſon too far advanced to admit of an expedition upon 
the lake. | 
Another IN the midſt of theſe difficulties another council, con- 


Gr bale 1 ſiſting of the ſame members who compoſed the laſt, was 
which e. Called on the 27th of September. The general acquainted 


general re- 


preſents the them with the untoward ſtate of affairs, and ſome of his 


unfavoura- 


bleciccum- lateſt advices. He obſerved as follows — That the pre- 
a. ceding day, eight battoes were arrived, with 48 barrels 
of flour, and 13 of bread; ſo that there was then 14 
days full allowance of thoſe ſpecies of proviſions for 2000, 
being the number then in his camp — That he thought it 
neceſſary to take with him 21,000 weight of bread and 
flour, which for 700 men, forty days, amounted only 
to three-fourths of the uſual allowance — that, in ſuch 
caſe, there would be left with the garriſon only 8000 
weight of bread and flour, at half allowance for only 1 2 
days: but, by advices received from the Carrying-Place 
and Mohawk River, he had the greateſt reaſon to expect 
ſuch a quantity of proviſions, in a few days, as would 
be a full ſupply for ſome months --- that a party of men, 
with two officers, in whale-boats, ſent ſeven days before 

to Frontenac to diſcover the enemy's motions, were re- 
turned, with the following report --- That tney went into 
the harbour, and ſaw the fort, which appeared to be a 
regular ſquare faced with ſtone, having four embraſures 
in the front — that the encampment conſiſted of above 
100 tents — that two brigantines of about 40 tons 


4 each, 


[8] 


each, and a ſmall ſloop lying then at anchor, were rigged, 1755. 


and the ſails of one of them bent : and a number of bat- 
toes lay near the walls of the fort. He communicated 
to them alſo a copy of the orders and inſtructions given 
to the French regulars ſent thither ; which were taken 
from baron Dieſkau, in the action at Lake George: 
whence it appeared, that ten companies of the Queen Q 
battalion marched from Montreal to Cadaracqui, in two 
diviſions, upon the firſt and ſecond of Auguſt, together 
with 250 Canadians, excluſive of Indians: the number 
of men therefore at Frontenac, including the garriſon, 
might amount to 1000 effectives, originally deſigned, as 


appeared from thoſe papers, for an attack upon Oſwego. 
He farther took notice of the departure of ſome of our 


Indians, and their unanimous opinion, that the attempt 
againſt Niagara could not ſucceed this ſeaſon : on which 
account the remainder were reſolved to return to their 
reſpective caſtles; giving nevertheleſs the higheſt aſſur- 
ances of their willingneſs to join us in much greater num- 
bers the enſuing ſpring — that the Albany traders were 
of the ſame opinion, that the battoes, tho' well adapted 
for the navigation of ſmall rivers, could not live on the 
lake in ſuch tempeſtuous weather as had continued for a 
fortnight paſt --- that Lieut. Holland, who had reſided 
there above three years, declared it was commonly windy 
and wet, with few fair days intervening, during the fall. 
— That it was beſides now inipratiiceble for the veſſels 
and dattoes to fail in concert: and as the veſſels and 


L 8 whale- boats 
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1755. whale- boats would not contain all the ſupplies, there was 
FYR the utmoſt danger of ſpoiling that part of the proviſions 


Their opi- 
nion, and 


and ammunition, which muſt be conveyed in the bat- 
toes; in conſequence of which many of them might be 
cut off; it being more than probable, from the weakneſs 
of their fort, the enemy would attack them on the lake 
— that from the returns of the director and ſurgeons of 
the hoſpital, the number of the ſick amounted to about 
zoo, excluſive of officers ; which they imputed to the 
exceſſive rains, and want of barracks, His excellency 
informed them, he propoſed the erection of barracks, 
and a ſtrong redoubt on the hill, weſt of the old fort, 
before the winter was too far ed 

Tus matters, my Lord, were attentively conſidered: 


advice to lay and the council of war prayed leave to add to the general's. 


aſide the ex- 


pedition, and Tepreſentation That Major Bradſtreet, ſince his reſi- 


ſtrengthen 
Oſwego. 


dence there, was perſuaded 1650 Canadians had paſſed 


by from Cadaracqui to Niagara, for the Ohio; a great 
part of whom, thro' ſcarcity of proviſions, he conceived 
muſt then be upon their return to Canada; and that a 
conſiderable number of French traders go annually from 
Canada to Detroit, and other French ſettlements to the 
weſtward, who, at this ſeaſon, are generally upon their 
return: that their paſſage home is by the way of Nia- 
gara, where, it is very probable, they and all the French 


will tarry, as long as their proviſions admit, for the de- 


fence of ſo important a poſt. That there were then 
but few proper battoe· men at Oſwego: nor could they 


_ 


L FI 
be provided with a ſufficient number, as thoſe who un- 1755. 
derſtood the management of battoes were chiefly em- 
ployed in the tranſportation of proviſions from Schenec- 
tady to Oſwego, and from Albany to Lake George ; and 
that the ſoldiers were unable to conduct them to Niagara, 
the lake being turbulent generally five days in fix. 
Tux advice of the council, my Lord, was unanimouſly 
to this effect --- That the arrival of the battoes with pro- 
viſions, tho' hourly expected, was by no means to be de- 
pended upon, there being ſcalping-parties in the neigh- 
| bourhood ; one of which, ſince the laſt council of war, 
had actually killed three, and captivated two of the work- 
men employed in building the new fort on the eaſt {ide | 
of the river: and the cutting off the battoes was the | 
more to be apprehended, as the Indians in our alliance g 
were now returning to their caſtles. Nor did they think 
it ad viſeable to riſk the troops in battoes upon the lake, 
at ſo advanced a ſeaſon of the year. They approved 
his excellency's intention of raiſing barracks for the ſol- 
diers without delay; and thought the fort on the eaſt 
ſide of the Onondaga River ought to be compleated as 
ſoon as poſſible; and again adviſed the erection of a work 
for mounting cannon on the eminence weſt of the old 
fort --- all which, in their opinion, could not be effected 
before the winter was too far ſet in, without employing 
the whole ſtrength then at the place. They were alſo } 
unanimouſly and clearly of opinion, that his excellency _ 
ought to defer any attempt on Niagara or Frontenac, till | 
TD the 
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Which was 


carried into 
Execution. 
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the next ſpring ; when they had great reaſon to expect 
the junction of a large body of the Six Nations, and ſome 
of the French allies who had taken up the hatchet 
againſt the Engliſh, and were concerned on the banks 
of the Monongahela, Beſides, he might, in the enſu- 
ing campaign, have a greater number of troops, whale- 
boats inſtead of battoes, and a more powerful naval force; 
which they conceived ought to be provided againſt the 
next ſpring. 

Tris advice, my Lord, the general proceeded im- 
mediately to carry into execution. Compleating the fort 
on the eaſt ſide of the river, was a matter of principal 
attention, becauſe ſituated on a high point of land, at 
100 yards diſtance from the lake, commanding the 
ground round about it --- the old fort at 450 yards di- 
ſtance --- and the entrance of the harbour. Its circum» 
ference was 800 feet, being built of logs from 20 to 


zo inches diameter, and the outer wall 14 feet high. 


Round it was to be a ditch 14 feet broad and 10 deep. 
Within, a ſquare log-houſe to overlook the walls, and 
barracks for 300 men. --- This fort, called Ontario, 
was to mount 16 pieces of cannon. Another, called Oſ- 


wego, was immediately begun, upon an eminence 450 
yards weſt of the old fort. It was a ſquare of 170 


feet, with baſtions, and a'rampart of earth and maſonry ; 
which, beſides the parapet, was to be 20 feet thick, 12 


in height, with a ditch 14 feet broad and 10 deep. The 


barracks within were to contain 200 men. This was to 


Wy 4 mount 
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mount eight pieces of cannon ; being made the more 1755. 


defenſible, as it commanded a cod landing, diſtant 150026 


yards on the edge from the lake. 
WuiLs theſe works were carrying on, the general em- The general 


labours to 


ployed himſelf in a neceſſary attention to Indian affairs. eſtablic the 
He laboured to eſtabliſh ſome of the principal Ononda- udien i 


our intereſt. 


gas, who were thro' negligence become wavering ; and 


diſpatched meſſages to thoſe who were gone from us, 
and ſettled at Oſwegatie, and to the Meſſaſagues and 
Chippawees on the north {ide of the Lake Ontario, Others 
were ſent to foment the diſſaffection of the Outawawas, 


diſguſted at the French partition of the plunder, on 


Braddock's defeat. With the Senecas, the remoteſt from 


our ſettlements of all the five cantons, and therefore the 


moſt debauched by the French, he ſucceeded ſo well, 
that they now diſmiſſed Joncaire, one of their emiſſaries, 


whoſe father had been long ſuffered to reſide among 


them, in ſpite of our repeated remonſtrances; and was 


the chief preſerver of the fort at Niagara, They alſo en- 


gaged to meet him, the next campaign, with 100 of their 


warriors, and promiſed for the future to refuſe the aſſiſt- 
ance they had formerly given the French, in tranſporting 
their furrs, with horſes and {leds, ace the Niagara 
Carrying-Place — as neceſſary there, as at any of our 
portages between Schenectady and Oſwego. When no- And return: 
thing further could be proſecuted, the general retired g. 
from Oſwego the 24th of October, leaving 700 men in 
garriſon, under the command of Lieut.. Col. Mercer ; 

with 
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1755. with orders to continue the works projected for its 
> defence. 
Having, my Lord, taken up too much of your time 

in a circumſtantial relation of the proceedings in this 
quarter, I ſhall not trouble you with any reflections upon 

them. Your Lordſhip has ſeen the inſurmountable dif- 
ficulties attending this weſtern expedition; and will 
doubtleſs approve our not hazarding the loſs of Oſwego. 

French de- That ſuch would have been the event, had Mr. Shirley 


ſigned to cut 


of Oſwego, left the place about the beginning of October, was wiſely 
mn ka foreſeen, from the advices he had received : and baron 
ceeded © Dieſkau, uſt after the action at Lake George, aſſured a 
Viagara. ee 
gentleman of diſtinction in the army, he queſtioned not 
the Engliſh general would make himſelf maſter of Nia- 
gara; but that the French had half the forces he brought 
with him from Breſt, with a number of Canadians and 
Indians, at Frontenac, ready, immediately on his depar- 
ture, to inveſt Oſwego, and cut off his retreat. 
Sir Charles WIHILE the general was at Albany, after his return 
Ry _ from the lake, forwarding the ſupplies for the garriſon 
on a falſe at Oſwego; Preparing for the operations of the next 
campaign, and examining into the ſtate of the troops 
arrived there under Col. Dunbar; the city was alarmed 
by expreſſes from General Johnſon, informing, that 8 
or ooo of the enemy were advancing towards him. 
Sir Charles Hardy, then at Albany, called in the militia : 
and a detachment of the regular troops, with a train 
of artillery, held themſelves in readineſs to march at a 


moment's 


n. 
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moment's warning, But another expreſs gave reaſon to 1755. 


believe thoſe apprehenſions were ill-grounded, and Ge- 


neral Johnſon's fears in ſome meaſure abated. It feems 


a few Indian ſcouts had diſcovered the tracks of a large 
army ; but Capt. Rogers, the brave officer before-men- 
tioned, came into the camp ſoon after them, and de- 
clared, the enemy were employed, as the general had 


predicted in his letter to Mr. Johnſon of the 19th of Sep- 
tember, in throwing up works at Tinonderoge. Upon 
which, the militia were diſmiſſed to their reſpective ha- 


| bitations. 


Or the malignity of the New Vork faction againſt 
the general, I have already acquainted your Lordſhip: 
permit me to preſent you with another inſtance of the 
ſame ſpirit A mercenary ſcribbler, of whom I ſhall 
ſoon take more particular notice, is pleaſed to inform the 


public, that © Col. Dunbar with his forces, were obliged 


% fix weeks to lie encamped at Albany, in the rain and 


ce ſnow, till barracks were built for them. That they 
« were entirely obliged to Sir Charles Hardy, that they 
g ct a ſtick of wood to burn. So (ſays he) were our 


« forces diſpoſed of.” 
ALBANY, my Lord, is an old compact city, conſiſting 


of 3 or 400 well-built houſes: and at about 16 miles 


N. W. from it, is the town of Schenectady, conſiſting of 
about 150 houſes. The inhabitants are far from being 
indigent : the adjacent country abounds with proviſions; 

and in ſuch quarters, your Lordſhip is ſenſible, his Ma- 


jeſty's 


| 
: 


13 


1755. jeſty⸗ s troops will not want neceſſaries; elpecially fuel, 


— 


in a country covered with timber. Where then the pro- 
bability, that the forces, which conſiſted of 1200, would 
ſuffer in a poſt like this? As to the affair of barracks, 
my Lord, there was a council held at New York, on the 


firſt of Auguſt, when the news arrived of Col. Dunbar's 


retiring into winter-quarters, after Braddock's defeat. It 
was compoſed of Mr. De Lancey the Lieut. Governor, 


Meſſ. Alexander, Kennedy, Murray, Holland, Chambers, 


and Smith; and the opinion of that board then was, 


© That not only the King's forces to the ſouthward, but 
<* alſo thoſe that could be ſpared from Nova Scotia, ſhould 


quarter near Albany, for any future operations.” This 
reſolve Mr. De Lancey tranſmitted to the general at Oſ- 


wego; and as Dunbar's troops were ordered to Albany, 
for the defence of that country, and particularly to make 
a ſtand, in caſe the provincials were defeated ; they had, 
methinks, the higheſt reaſon to expect favour from the 


inhabitants, and the ſpecial countenance of the govern- 


ment, even had they been quartered upon them as uſual: 


and which at preſent is actually the caſe, by expreſs or- 
ders of my Lord Loudon. The general, I ſay, had no 
reaſon to expect, upon this head, any oppoſition from the 
civil magiſtrate. - But Sir Charles Hardy, on his arrival 
at Albany, about the 26th of September, ſignified to him 
by letter, his apprehenſions of uneaſineſs ariſing among 
the inhabitants, ſhould the ſoldiers be quartered upon 
private families and wiſhed to have his excellency's 

orders 


orders for building barracks, both there and at Schenec- 
tady ; left his aſſembly ſhould not chuſe to put the pro- 
vince to that charge. He alſo expreſſed his hopes, if ſuch 
an expence was ſaved them, of their greater readinels to 
raiſe more men, ſhould the ſervice require it, the next 
campaign. The general's anſwer to this letter equally 
demonſtrated his integrity to the crown, and concern for 


the troops. He intimated his fears, that the conſtruction 
of barracks would be thought an extraordinary expence ; 


but it being neceſſary for the ſervice, that Dunbar's, and 
the regiment | of the lite Sir Peter Halket, ſhould win- 
ter in Albany and Schenectady, he complied with Sir 
Charles's requeſt ; and defired him to provide barracks 
for thoſe regiments with all poſſible diligence, that the 
troops, on their arrival in his government, might not find 
themſelves deſtitute of quarters. To relieve the crown in 
the expence, he farther took notice to Sir Charles, of the 
requeſt made by his own government for drawing theſe 
troops to Albany --- that they would in a ſpecial manner 


cover the frontier of New York --- be of ſervice to OC 


wego in the enſuing ſpring — and that the inhabitants 
would draw very large ſums from their reſidence amongſt 
them. Nor did he forget to recommend an imitation 
of the Maſſachuſets Bay ; who thought it reaſonable to 
erect barracks for his own regiment, cho they knew their 
continuance among them would be ſhort, deſtined as they 
were for the weſtern expedition. But chat there might 
be no delay in building the barracks, ariſing from any 


: M doubt 


1755. 
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1755. doubt of the expence being paid by the province of 
YR New York, Mr. Shirley informed Sir Charles, that if 
they would not, after theſe conſiderations, take that ex- 
pence on themſelves, he would defray it out of the con- 
tingent-money in the hands of the deputy pay-maſter, 
Thus, my Lord, if any ground for complaint of the want 
of barracks, Mr. Shirley tis clear was intirely uncenſur- 
able: and if the troops, as this libeller informs us, did 
ſuffer in their tents, --- I ſubmit it to your Lordſhip, 
whoſe province it was to have found them better quarters, 
But the fact is, that the barracks were finiſhed, and the 
troops quartered in them before the firſt of December, 
fuel provided for them ſufficient for the winter, and all 
at the expence of the crown. | 
Tus winter now approaching, commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed by the governments concerned in the Crown Point 
expedition, to aſcertain their reſpective quotas for garri- 
ſoning the forts Edward and William-Henry, and diſ- 
3 the reſt of the army. After this was compleated, 
the general and Sir Charles Hardy returned to New Vork; 
where the former convened a grand congreſs of governors 
and field officers, to deliberate on a plan for the opera- 
tions of the ſucceeding campaign. But before I enter 
upon their tranſactions, I ſhall briefly lay before your 
Lordſhip thoſe between Sir Charles Hardy and his aflem- 
bly; which was opened on the ſecond, and continued 
fitting till the 23d of December. 
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I nav already obſerved, that the miniſtry, from the 1755. 
time of Mr. Clinton's departure in 1753, had been fol- OE. 
licitous about procuring the conſent of our aſſembly to tions in ew 


York be- 


a law eſtabliſhing a permanent proviſion for the gover- tween vir 
nor, and other neceſſary officers. When Sir Daav ers dy Bs 
Oſborne arrived, he brought with him an inſtruction for bir 5 
that purpoſe; from the terms of which it was apparent 
that the miniſtry had it much at heart; and Sir Danvers, 
before he left England, was made bo believe that Mr. 

De Lancey, by means of his great popularity, would 
enable him to carry it into execution. This I had from 
a gentleman, to whom Sir Danvers opened himſelf, and 
whom he conſulted before his embarkation for his go- 
vernment. The gentleman is a perſon of the firſt figure 
in theſe colonies ; and being acquainted with the ſyſtem 
of politicks in New York, he informed Sir Danvers, that 

thoſe promiſes were by no means to be depended upon: 
that Mr. De Lancey was inexpreſſibly jealous. of his 
aſcendancy over the aſſembly, who were utterly difinclined 
to a perpetual ſupport : that he would join in no mea- 

ſures that might weaken the confidence they repoſed in 
him: that as long as he maintained his influence in their 
counſels, he would virtually be the governor of the pro- 
vince; and therefore upon the whole, his intereſt and 
nen would infallibly lead him to keep every gover- 
nor in a ſtate of dependence upon him. Sir Danvers 
diſliked fo diſagreeable a prediction; and many are of 
opinion, chat its accompliſhment haſtened his unhappy 
M 2 fate. 
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1755. fate. Excuſe me, my Lord, for troubling you with a 
relation of facts, a little out of the ſtrict order of time. 

Anecdote of There is an anecdote of Sir Danvers, of which I would not 
353588 have your Lordſhip uninformed. Hearrived here on the 7th 
of October, 1753, under very diſcouraging apprehenſions 

of the people; and indeed not without reaſon, the oppo- 

ſition againſt Mr. Clinton having been carried beyond all 
decorum. Governor Oſborne's commiſhon, thro' Mr. 
Clinton's abſence, remained unpubliſhed till the third day 
aſter his arrival. This is uſually done, firſt privately in 
the council- chamber; and immediately after, in the moſt 
public manner at the city-hall. To wait on his excel- 
lency thither, Mr. Clinton came abroad; an aſtoniſhing 
crowd being aſſembled at the Fort Gate, to attend the 
proceſſion. Mr. Clinton's enemies were very aſſiduous 
in exciting the popular acclamations ; and the huzzas 
of the mob were ſcarce intermitted for a moment, There 
appeared, in ſhort, ſuch a profuſion. of joy, accompanied 
with ſome indecent expreſſions reſpecting himfel, as gave 
Mr. Clinton juft reaſon to ſuſpe& more open indigni- 
ties. He therefore ſoon took his leave of Sir Danvers, - 
who expreſſed bis diſpleaſure at the conduct of his ene- 
mies. This, my Lord, proved a day of general feſtivity 
and Bacchanalian frolic. In the evening, the city was. 
illuminated: the common blazed with bonfires: great 
was the conſumption of Madeira; and every company 
rung with maledictions againſt the late commander in 
chief, who was charged as the ſale procurer of the new 


inſtruction ;, 
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inſtruction; an account of which could only have tran- 1755. 
ſpired from ſome of the council. Sir Danvers alone ap- 
peared unaffected with our intemperate revels; and on 
his countenance ſat a melancholy gloom. He convened 
the council on Thurſday the eleventh of the month; and 
prayed their ſentiments on the probability of obtaining 
a permanent ſupport, according to his inſtructions. That 
the point was unattainable, they all delivered as their 


unanimous opinion. He then required the ſolution of 


the ſame queſtion from each member ſeverally; and ſtill 
from each received the ſame reply. Upon this, he turned 


himſelf about in apparent diſtreſs, uttered a deep ſigh, 


and reclining:his head againſt a window, in a deſponding 
accent ſaid, What then am I come hither for? The 


next morning --- But I deſiſt. This inſtruction, as your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to recollect, remained unrevoked 


all the time of his ſucceſſor: and tis natural to expect, 


that the people of this province were very inquiſitive 


whether it was continued to Governor Hardy — They 
were ſo. But Sir Charles did not follow the example of 


Mr. De Lancey, in laying his inſtructions before tho aſ- 


ſembly. The article relative to the ſupport lias under- 


gone, as I am credibly informed, very few alterations, 
and thoſe only i in the preamble. That it was in ſubſtance 


the ſame, is evident from his ſpeech to the houſe, on the 


zd of December, at the opening of that ſeſſion. His 
words are theſe : I am commanded by his Majeſty to Sir Charles 


Hardy's 
© recommend in his name without delay, to conſider ſpeech to his 
of {&mbly. 
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« of a proper law to be paſſed, for ſettling a permanent 


TTY—< revenue upon a folid foundation, for defraying the ne- 


Their an- 


*« ceflary and eſtabliſhed charges of government; taking 
«© care that ſuch law be indefinite, without limitation of 
time; and that proviſion be made therein for a com- 
petent falary to the captain-· general and governor in 
chief of this his Majeſty's province; and likewiſe for 
competent ſalaries to all judges, juſtices, and other ne- 
< ceflary and uſual officers and miniſters of government: 
* and alſo for a certain permanent fund, for repairing 
and maintaining the fortifications, for making annual 
«© preſents to the Indians, and for the other contingent 
« expences attending that ſervice : and in general, for all 
ſuch other charges of government, as may be fixed or 
* aſcertained.” The allembly in their addreſs, after a 
juſtly- merited compliment, for his activity in proceeding 


A 
** 


to Albany, and their approbation of the meaſures for gar- 
riſoning the ſrontiers, ſubjoin this emollient paragraph: 


„We wiſh we could, with equal ſatisfaction, reconcile 
to ourſelves your excellency's recommendation of an 


45 indefinite ſupport: but humbly beg leave to inform 


K 


your excellency, that we have no permanent funds, on 
which to eſtabliſh ſuch a revenue; nor do any occur 
to us, without very apparent inconveniencies to our con- 
ſtituents. We therefore moſt humbly hope we ſhall 
ſtand acquitted in the eyes of our moſt gracious So- 
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vereign, if we decline a meaſure ſo directly oppoſite to 


* 


6 


the ſentiments of almoſt every individual of the colony. 
(C We 


1 RW N. a . en Ys how. 


« unknown to it, whillt the reſt, almoſt without excep- 
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« We cannot leave this ſubject, without diſcloſiug to your 1755. 
« excellency the concern it gives us, that this his Majeſty's Sy 
% loyal colony, which, tho' ſmall in numbers, has chear- 

« fully bore very heavy expences, and particularly ſup- 

<« ported its governors, and other officers of government, 

« in a more liberal manner than moſt others on the con- 

« tinent, ſhould be requeſted to purſue meaſures hitherto 


tion, are left to practiſe the very meaſures denied to 
„ ee 
Ma. CLI N TON, my Tad aſked of this ſame aſſembly Their beha- 


viour differ- 


only a ſupport for five years; and it was refuſed with in- ent from 


dignation and virulence. Sir Charles here demands much What it was 


in Clinton's 
more; and we ſee, that he is anſwered with the moſt time, and the 


commendable decency. To help your Lordſhip i hy are 
counting for this contradictory behaviour --- Mr. De Lan- 


cey was bent upon expelling that gov ernor from the pro- 


vince : and to gain his point, continually fomented the 
quarrel he himſelf excited. But Sir Charles was to be 
treated in a different manner, and meaſures more lenient 
were to be purſued. An aſcendancy over him would en. 

ſure to his lieutenant many advantages ; and enable him 
to procure the governor's aſſent to a bill, for paying him 


a large ſum, now due for his falary and other perquiſites, 


while he had the chief command. He might indeed, 
but durſt not paſs ſuch a bill himſelf, and therefore it was 
not offered. Accordingly, the houſe, at their very next 


meeting, ſent up a bill to the council, on the 4th of Fe- 


bruary, 1 
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for ſettling 
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1755, bruary 1756, for paying the debts of the government; in 

Eo which he was a creditor for near 40001. But of this I 
ſhall have occaſion to take more particular notice. Thus, 
my Lord, I will forfeit my honour, if, upon a faithful 
peruſal of the journals of aſſembly, your Lordſhip doth | 
not find the conduct of the houſe, and the intereft of 
Mr. De Lancey, for ten or fifteen years paſt, perfectly to 
tally. 


Grand coun- [gT us now take a view of the tranſactions i in the grand 
cil of war 

convened at COUNCIL of war, which the general had convened at New 
ems York, for ſettling a plan of the future operations. It was 
. opened on the 12th of December, and continued ſitting 


1756 for the ſpace of two days. Tho' the invitation to the go- 
vernors was univerſal, it conſiſted only of theſe members: 


His Excellency General Shirley, commander in chief 
of all his Majeſty's forces in North America: 
His Excellency Sir Charles Hardy, Knight, governor 
and commander in chief of the province of New York : 
The Honourable Horatio Sharpe, lieut. governor and 
commander in chief of the province of Mary land: 
The Honourable Robert Hunter Morris, lieut. governor 
and commander in chief of the province of Pennſylvania: : 
The Honourable Thomas Fitch, governor and com- 
mander in chief of the colony of Connecticut. 
3 Thomas Dunbar: 
Col. Peter Schuyler: 
Major Charles Craven: 
Sir John St. Clair, deputy quarter-maſter general: 


Major John Rutherford. 1 
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After adjuſting ſeveral points of rank, the members took 1755. 
their ſeats in the order mentioned; and the general 
opened the conference, by laying before the council the 
King's inſtructions to General Braddock, He then deli- 5-30 
vered his ſentiments to the board, to the following pur- ſeniment to 
A F the council; 
poſe: That our only entrance into Lake Ontario, was 
« thro the Onondaga River to Ofwego. No other har- 
bour had his Majefty upon that lake, capable of re- 
ceiving veſſels of force: That Oſwego was fituate in 
the country of the Onondagas, the centre canton of 
the Six Nations, and famons for the furr trade : no 
other mart could we boaſt, for commerce or cor- 
reſpondence with thoſe numerous tribes of ſavages in- 
habiting the weſtern country, on the banks of the great 
© lakes Erie, Huron, Michigan, and the many rivers 
which roll into them : That the Lake Ontario was only 
acceſſible to the Canadians, thro' the river Cadaracqui, 
formerly called by the French Fleuve Iroquois ; but in 
their late maps, calculated to countenance their exor- 
bitant claims, diſtinguiſhed by the name of St. Law- 
rence. At the head of that river was their entrance 
into that lake; and near Fort Frontenac, fituated on 
its north-eaſtern edge, about 50 miles from, and nearly 
oppolite to, our fort at Oſwego: That while the 
enemy kept poſſeſſion of Frontenac, with the harbour 
at Fronto, and a free paſſage thro' the Iroquois River, 
they would always be able to build and maintain veſſels 
of force upon the lake : That his Majeſty would there- 
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fore be neceſlitated to ſupport a naval armament there, 
at leaſt equal to that of the French. Without this, 
they might annoy any forts we could ere at the north- 
eaſt end of the paſs at Niagara; and Oſwego itſelf be loſt. 
The inevitable conſequence of which would be, the de- 
tection of the Six Nations, the loſs of the whole country 
for near 300 miles from Oſwego to Schenectady, and 
perhaps the reduction of Albany itſelf.” The general add- 


ed,“ That all the French forts at Niagara, upon the lake 
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Erie, and the river Ohio, thoſe alſo upon lake Huron, at 
the Streights of Miſſilimakinac, and the Lake Michigan 
ſtill more weſterly, received all their ſupplies by water- 
carriage from Montreal, thro' the River Iroquois, and 
the Lake Ontario: That the French ſettlements at the 
mouth of the Miſhilippi furniſhed theſe northern gar- 
riſons neither with proviſions nor ſtores ; being not only 
at 2000 miles diſtance from any of them, but embar- 
raſſed with inſuperable difficulties, by a laborious na- 


vigation againſt a rapid ſtream.” Hence his excel- 


© lency concluded, © That could the French be diſlodged 


from Frontenac and the little fort at Fronto, and their 


entrance into Lake Ontario obſtructed, all their other 


forts and ſettlements on the Ohio, and the weſtern 
lakes, were deprived of their ſupport from _— and: 


mult ere long be evacuated.” 


IxrRESs ED, my Lord, with theſe views, the general 


operations: propoſed, as a plan of operations for the next year — 
That 5000 men ſhould be very ney: aſſembled at Oſwego, 


and 
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and 4000 of them ſent to attack Frontenac and La Gai- 1755. 


lette ; which being reduced, an attempt ſhould be made 


upon the forts at Niagara, Preſque Ile, Riviere au Beuf, 
Detroit, and Miſfiliraakinac : and that in the mean time, 
3000 provincial troops ſhould march from Will's Creek, 
for the reduction of Fort Du Queſne: That a body of 
1000 ſhould proceed to Crown Point, build a fort there, 
and launch one or more veſſels into Lake Champlain : 
And that the force of Canada mioht be farther divided, 
he propoſed, that 2000 men ſhould carry fire and {word 
up Kennebec River, fall upon the ſettlements adjoining to 
the River Chandiere, and proceed to its mouth, three 
miles diſtant from Quebec; and by dividing ewe s in 
ſmall parties along the banks of the river St. Lawrence, 
and deſtroying the ſcattered ſettlements there, keep that 
Pm. of Canada in continual alarms. 

Hs then obſerved, that if the ſeveral attempts upon 
Gon Point, the forts upon the lakes, and the Ohio, 
were not proſecuted at the ſame time, very perilous might 
be the conſequences : That if in articular, while Fron- 
tenac and Niagara were attacked, no attempt was made 
againft Crown Point, the whole force of Canada would 
march to oppoſe us; which would defeat the deſign, and 
require ſo large a body of troops, as to render the tranſ- 
portation of neceſſaries to Oſwego impracticable. So nu- 
merous an army might alſo march againſt Albany, as 
effectually to cut off the retreat of our forces, or at leaſt 
totally obſtruct their ſupplies: That ſhould, on the con- 


N 2 tray, 
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1755. trary, our whole ſtrength be deſtined for Crown Point, 
YR and the weſtern operations neglected; Oſwego, the grand 


Which was 
approved, 


with {ome 
little altera- 


tions. 


object of the French, was in the utmoſt danger of falling 
into their hands. A loſs irreparable and beyond eſtima- 
tion — The loſs of the whole country down to Albany, 
with that of the Six confederate Nations ; and to the 
French the acquiſition of an abſolute dominion on the 
lakes, and the whole ſouthern country. 

His Excellency finiſhed, with informing the council 
of his late intelligence --- That the French were building 
three large veſſels, of ſuperior force to ours, in the har- 
bour of Frontenac: and upon the whole prayed their 


ad vice. 


A PLAN ſo well Jicefted, and fo clearly ſtated, required 
but little conſideration; and accordingly it was in the 
main unanimouſly eee! The council adviſed the 
general, to give orders for building three or more veſſels 
at Oſwego. They were of opinion, that 10,000 men 
were neceſſary for the Crow Point expedition, and 6000 


for that on Lake Ontario. The attempt againſt Fort Du 


Queſne, by the weſtern governments, 'twas thought would. 
anſwer very good purpoſes, eſpecially in ſecuring the fide- 
lity of the weſtern Indians. The feint againſt Quebec 
was approved, if it interfered not with the other expe- 
ditions. The operations on Lake Ontario, they conceived 
ought to begin with the attack on Frontenac --- and upon 
the whole, were of opinion --- that an additional number 


of regular troops would be neceflary for effectually re- 


covering 


Le 

covering and ſecuring his Majeſty's rights and dominions 1755. 
on the continent, — 

Taz council having finiſhed their buſineſs, the gover- Deſgn a- 
nors ſoon after returned to their reſpective provinces. But n 
the general continued his head quarters at New Vork, er de- 
till the 2 1ſt of January, to proſecute an expedition againſt 
Tinonderoge, this winter: and as the French garriſon was 
left very weak, it had doubtleſs ſucceeded, had not the 
want of froſt and ſnow prevented the tranſportation of 
the ſtores. Before he left New Vork, he had a freſh in- The cabal 
ſtance of the unwearied and ill- natured induſtry of his — = 
oppoſers ; of which, becauſe important in its conſequences, 3 
I ſhall give your Lordſhip an ample detail. The prin- what canlos: 
cipal agents were Meſſ. De Lancey and Pownal, who now 
formed a kind of duumvirate, to perplex the ſervice, in 
order to ruin the general. Without queſtion, my Lord, 
you are as much ſurprized, after what has already been 
ſaid concerning theſe gentlemen, to find Mr. Pownal 
among the general's enemies, as you would have been had 
I told you that Mr. De Lancey was not. I am ſenſible, 
that a perſon of your Lordſhip's high ſenſe of honour, 
will recollect Mr. Shirley's favours to him at Boſton; 1 
think it incredible to find him in the catalogue of thoſe 
combined againſt his benefactor. But it is a ſhining re- 
mark of Tacitus , „“ That benefits are only fo far 
6 acceptable, as It ſeems 8 to diſcharge them; 


* Beneficia eo uſque læta ſunt, dum ridentuy exſolvi polle : ubi multum antevenere, 
pro gratia. odium redditur, 
and 
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* and that when they have exceeded all retaliation, ha- 


* tred is returned for gratitude.” Mr, Pownal, who was 


ambitious of recommending himſelf to a certain noble 
Lord in England, by furniſhing him with American in- 
telligence, could by no means brook his being abſent from 
the congreſs at Alexandria, in the ſpring of the preſent 
year, He carneſtly ſought an introduction to General 
Braddock ; and Mr. Shirley did the office with great po- 


liteneſs. He was then juſt informed of his appointment 


to be lieut. governor of New Jerſey, and on that account 


_ preſſed for an admiſſion into the council. Mr. Shirley, 


in a very genteel manner, declined a taſk, which might 
give oftence to the general; and 1t any reſolution tran- 
ſpired, draw himſelf into a ſnare. But Mr. Pownal, 
being a ſtranger to that diffidence and modeſty, ſo ſuit- 


able to his years and inexperience, became from this mo- 


ment diſguſted, and was ſeldom after ſeen amongſt that 
gentleman's friends. He tarried at Philadelphia, till Ge- 


neral Braddock's defeat: and towards autumn returned 


to New Vork. This change of temper recommended 


him to Mr. De Lancey, who failed not to exaſperate the 


riſing reſentment : and now his oppolition became open 
and unteſerved. Juſt at this juncture, arrived Sir Charles 


Hardy; and Mr. Shirley being then at Oſwego, your 


Lordſhip ſees how ſeaſonable their opportunity, for ſow- 
ing the ſeeds of prejudice in the breaſt of the new gover- 
nor. I will not take upon me to ſpeak of their ſuc- 
ceſs; but doubtleſs no miſrepreſentations were wanting to 

ſtrengthen 
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ſtrength the cabal. Yet no ſooner did the general arrive 1755. 
from Oſwego at Albany, where Meſſ. Pownal and De = 


Lancey attended upon Sir Charles, than the former, diſ- 
ſembling his enmity, laboured to procure his confidence, 
that he might pry into his ſecrets : but from previous in- 
timations of his preſent diſpoſition, in a letter to a gen- 
tleman then near the general, he failed in that inſidious 
deſign. He could now no longer ſuppreſs his malevolence, 
or conceal his recent connections; and therefore openly 
traduced the very man, to whom he was indebted for all 
his ſignificancy amongſt the provinces. My Lord, it is 


with reluctance I utter theſe things. But your Lordſhip 


is as determined to know every tranſaction which con- 


cerns. the operations in America, as I. am. to diſcharge 


the office of a faithful hiſtorian. Truth is too ſacred to- 


be violated either out of fear or favour; and whatever 


your Lordſhip may think of this gentleman, ſuch was 


his conduct. I knew him an avowed enemy to Mr. 


De Lancey, and to Mr. Shirley as ſanguine a friend. I 
have ſince known him to calumniate the latter, and ap- 


plaud the former. With a change of reſidence, or rather 
of intereſt, he changes ſides; and on this account, no man 


perhaps ever multiplied ſo many adverſaries in ſo ſhort a 
time. He aims at two governments, without the leaſt 
proſpect of peace, if either of them ſhould fall under his 
command. I can aſſure your Lordſhip, that even in the 
province of New Jerſey he is ſo little eſteemed, and that 
principally for intriguing the diſbandment of che regiment 


under. 
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under Col. Schuyler, to diſoblige Mr. Shirley, that upon 


his return to England in February 17 56, he was unable 


to procure a vote of aſſembly, deſiring his aſſiſtance of 


their agent at the Court of Great Britain; tho he puſhed 
it with an earneſtneſs that would have coſt moſt men 


2a bluſh of confuſion. 


DrrERMuINED to embarraſs the general, nothing could 
have been more agreeable to Mr. Pownal and the lieut. 


governor of New York, than an admiſſion into the late 


council of war, To a ſeat at that board neither of them 


had the leaſt pretenſion; and yet both were highly diſ- 


pleaſed at not being invited. Mr. Pownal, who has often 
diftinguiſbed himſelf for puſhing a bold point, repaired 
to New ſerſey, and importuned Governor Belcher, unable, 
on account of his age, to attend the congreſs in perſon, 


Nr. pownals to depute him in his ſtead. His excellency very wiſely 


Behaviour to 
the governor 


pf New Jer- 
icy. | 


anſwered, that the invitation he had received from the 
general, was merely a perſonal compliment: nor could 
he, with the leaſt decency, inſiſt upon an appearance 
by proxy. His lieutenant, impatient of a denial, called 
in a menacing tone for pen, ink, and paper, thinking to 
operate on the infirmities of age by commination and 
outrage. The council were aſtoniſhed at this indecent 
attack upon an antient and faithful ſervant of the Crown, 
and withheld their advice. But the governor, conſcious 
of the propriety of his refuſal, firmly adhered to his firſt 
reſolution ; and Mr. Pownal abruptly quitting the board, 
returned with diſappointment to New York. 

3 Thais 


105 J 
Tus gentleman, my Lord, became acquainted at Phi- 1755. 

ladelphia with one Evans, who, for a * valuable conſidera- eee 
tion, dedicated to him his map of the middle Britiſh co- 8 
lonies, with an encomium, that he eſtecemed him /e vefires 
beſt judge of it in America. This man having, in the — 
public ſtreets of Philadelphia, not only preſumed to ac- 

cuſe Governor Morris of high treaſon, but to aſperſe two 

of his Majeſty's miniſters as penſioners to France, fled 

from juſtice there, and took ſanctuary in New York. 

Mr. Morris however commenced an action againſt him 

in this province, more for his own vindication, than a re- 
paration of damages; which the poor fellow would 

never have been able to make. Upon this he was com- 

mitted to Gaol, till Mr. Oliver De Lancey fo far befriend- 

ed him, as to become his ſecurity. Theſe were his cir- 
cumſtances, when he publiſhed a pamphet full of invectives 

againſt General Shirley. I will not athrm, that he wrote 


* Among other gentlemen of diſtinction in the colonies, Mr. Pownal became 
acquainted with Mr. Alexander, of New York ; a perſon of a friendly diſpoſition and 
eaſy acceſs. Mr. Alexander had now the ſurveyor general's office of New Jerſey : 
and Mr. Pownal, to procure the fulſome dedication from Evans, promiſed him that 
office, upon his acceſſion to the government. This, Evans frequently declared in his 
laſt illneſs to one of his moſt intimate friends; who concealed it till after his death. 
Such an anecdote will ſcarcely be credited by thoſe unacquainted with Mr. Pownal's 
inſatiable ambition to riſe in America. There was another inſtance of his conduct 
equally ſurpriſing. While this gentieman was at New York, diſcharging his embaſſy 
from Boſton in- the ſpring 1755, he had the loan of a map of the country from 
Crown Point to Montreal; which was compoled by William Alexander, Eſq; a gen- 
tleman well {killed in the geography of America, Mr. Pownal, who had occaſion to 
lay this chart before the aſſembly of New York, having eraſed the name of its author, 
very modeſtly inſerted his own. And tho' his plagiariſm was detected at the time, 

he neglected to return it; and afterwards produced the ſame map before the mi. 
niſtry, clatming to himſelf the honour due to Mr. Alexander alone. 
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1755. it at the inſtance of the cabal. in New York. I leave 
MT IM your Lordſhip to judge how far they were concerned in 


it, after adding, that it contained their repeated remarks ; 


that Mr. Pownal was frequently at his lodgings about the 
time of its publication; and did actually accompany him 
to a printer, to haſten the impreſſion, before he failed. 
for“ England. I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with 
any particular obſervations upon this libel. If ever it 
ſhould fall into your Lordſhip's hands, this letter will. 
aſſiſt you in detecting its falſehoods, and forming a pro- 
per judgment both of its author and his abettors. 


Great pains T'nus, my Lord, was every opportunity embraced by 


taken to pre- 


judice Mr. the cabal to prejudice the general in the opinion of the 


Shirley both 
in England people: and happy for the colonies, had their miſrepre- 


an Amerlca. ſentations been confined to this {ide the Atlantic! Bent 


on Mr. Shirley's removal, all imaginable pains were taken 
to defame his character. Here, they queſtioned his in- 


tegrity, But in England, they endeavoured to create a 
fuſpicion of his judgment. General. Johnſon was ſet up 
as his competitor ; and to his renown were blown all the 
trumpets. of fame.. Shirley's deep ſenſe of the importance 
of Oſwego, was made the object of buffoonry and ridi- 
eule. The reduction of. Crown Point repreſented as a 


* Upon the news of the loſs of Olwego, part of it was republiſhed i in the New 


York Gazette, to lead the populace to impute this calamity to General Shirley. It 
Was appealed to, as an indiſputable authority, by the very perſons: to whom poor 
Evans was indebted for his materials; and without whoſe dictating, it would never 


have ſeen the light. To write a book in another's name, and then to quote it as an 


authority, is a ſpecies of proof, with which Euclid appears to have been utterly 
unacquainted. 


matter 
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matter of ſuperior moment. Three hundred men Mr. 1755 
De Lancey oſten declared to be a ſufficient garriſon for e 
Oſwego. The general was therefore charged with ſquan- 
dering the King's money, in making it the main object 
of his attention: and out of mere oppoſition, a ſcheme 
was recommended for turning our whole force toward 
Crown Point. Upon this errand, my Lord, Mr. Pownal 
went home in February 1756. I need not inform your 
Lordſhip of the ſucceſs of the faction. The ſequel will 
ſhew with what conſequences it was attended. Thus R#ttions 


on the truit- 


ended the year 1755. A year never to be forgotten in less opera. 
America, It opened with the faireſt proſpects to theſe 1755 5 
diſtant diſperſions of the Britiſh Empire. Four armies 
were on foot, to remove the encroachments of a perfi- 
dious neighbour ; and our coaſts honoured with a fleet 
for their ſecurity, under the command of the brave and 
vigilant Boſcawen. We had every thing to expect 
nothing to fear. The enemy was deſpiſed; and we only 
deſired a proclamation of war, for the final deſtruction 
of the whole country of New France. But, my Lord, 
how unlooked for was the event! General Winſlow in- 
deed ſucceeded in Nova Scotia : but Braddock was de- 
feated --- Niagara and Crown Point remained unre- - 
duced --- the Barbarians were let looſe from the wilder- 
neſs --- many thouſand farms abandoned --- the King's 
ſubjects inhumanly butchered, or reduced to beggary -—— 
one of the provinces rent by inteſtine broils — in 1 another, 
* Pennſylvania. | 
9 a potent 
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1755. a potent faction laying the foundation for new difaſters, 
in the courſe of the enſuing year. 
The import TE New England colonies, my Lord, take the lead 
Ne 4 in all military matters. Your Lordſhip is too well ac- 
E may quainted with hiſtory, not to know, they chiefly owed 
matters. their origin to the diſputes which involved the nation in 
all the calamities of a civil war. The firſt planters en- 
countered innumerable difficulties, and were long engaged 
in repeated wars with the Indian natives. Their de- 
ſcendants retain the martial proweſs and ſpirit of their 
anceſtors : and for wiſdom, loyalty, and an enterpriſing 
genius, are a people of renown. In theſe governments 
lies the main ſtrength of the Britiſh intereſt upon this 
continent. Beſides their above advantageous character, 
they are very conſiderable for their numbers. The Maſ- 
ſachuſets Bay contains about 40,000 capable of arms, 
The militia of Connecticut is about 27,000. - Rhode 


Shirle, Ifland and New Hampſhire are not ſo - populous, His 


obliged to 
viiit his own Majeſty's ſervice therefore rendered it neceſſary for the 


Soren general, acording to the plan of operations, to viſit his 
own government, in order to follicit the ſuccours; with- 
out which the expedition propoſed againſt Crown Point 

1756. muſt inevitably have failed. For this purpoſe he ſet out 
—Y from New York on the 21ſt of January: and, but for 
his preſence and ſolicitations at Boſton, no provincial 
troops would this year have entered the field. --- That 
colony was ſo extremely diſobliged at the conduct of 
General Johnſon, in neglecting to purſue his advantages, 
| 5 aſter 


109 ] 
after the memorable rout of the French at Lake George, 1756. 
as to be in general averſe to a new campaign: and with A Vi 
the utmoſt difficulty did the general procure their con- deu o- 
currence in another expenſive attempt. There let us at concurrence 

in another 

preſent leave him, promoting the public ſervice of the expedition. 
colonies : and returning again to New York --- ſuffer me, 
at this inactive ſeaſon of the year, to entertain your 
Lordſhip with one or two inſtances of Lieut. Governor De 
Lancey's more private political feats. 
Never was any man more impolitic than Governor 
Clinton. Had he kept the chief juſtice dependent on his 
favour, he would have governed his province with eaſe 
and tranquility : but by granting him a new commiſſion 
for his office, during good behaviour, he ſet him at liberty 
to act at pleaſure: and in conſequence of this fatal error, 
the province was thrown into violent convulſions. No- 
thing therefore, my Lord, could be more deſirable to his 
ſucceſſor than to hold that gentleman under proper re- 
ſtraint. Sir Charles Hardy had this advantage : his office 
of chiet juſtice, I am informed, became extinguiſhed the 
moment the government devolved upon him by the death 
of Sir Danvers Oſborne. From the time of Sir Charles Lieut. Gov. 
Hardy's arrival, Mr. De Lancey had impatiently expected e 


reſumes his 


a new commiſſion : but the governor neglecting the offer, e 5 
to the aſtoniſhment of moſt in the province, he notwith- his office of 
ſtandi chief juſtice 
anding ventured to reſume his ſeat on the bench in ſa- was become 
nuary term; when two felons were arraigned before him, 


This bold ſtroke at the prerogative, moſt men imagined 
would 
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1756, would have -drawn down the reſentment of the new go- 
EY vernor: and why it was paſſed by without obſervation, 
I muſt leave to your Lordſhip's conjectures. That De 
Lancey had, in reality, no right to the exerciſe of that 
office, has been ſtrongly inſiſted upon by gentlemen of 
the law, tho' in an extrajudicial manner. I pretend not 1 
myſelf to any knowlege in that intricate ſcience; but 
beg leave to preſent your Lorctkip with an opinion, re- 
lating to the point, contained in the following letter 
from a gentleman of the profeſſion to his friend. in this 
city; with a copy of which I have becn favoured -- 


Philad. 21 Oct 1755. 
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1 © You ſay youre informed, that your lieut. governor 
man of the. deſigns to exerciſe his former office, in virtue of the 
reload 18 e iſſucd by your late governor Clinton. I 
« can't think your information well grounded; becauſe I 
am clearly of opinion, that office was extinguiſhed by 
« his acceptance of the lieut. governor's commiſſion : and 
« I conceive Mr. De Lancey will hardly venture to diſ- 
ce pute the matter with the crown. The main reaſon I 
go upon is, that thoſe two offices are incompatible. To 
* make this plain to you, you mult underitand --- that 
| 4 to every office there are duties annexed. The ſame 
| - * perſon cannot exerciſe two offices, inconſiſtent with one 
« another. One of them muſt therefore be lolt ; becauſe 
« as every office is pro bono publico, its uſe hay in the 
c exerciſe of it: and the inferior office is that which is 


60 loſt; 


Er 

er Joſt; becauſe it is moſt for the public good, that the 17 56. 
« officer ſhould hold the ſuperior office; as the law pre- 
© ſames every man capable of the office, which the King, 

« who is the fountain of offices and honour, is pleaſed' 

© to confer upon him. Agreeable to this, we find 

e many reſolutions in our books: I'll mention one or 

« two — A man cannot be foreſter and judge eo in- 

ſtanti. Rolls Rep. 45 2, &c. --- Nor judge of the Com. 

« and King's Bench /imul & /emel, Dyer's Caſe. 4 & 5 

« Phil. & Mar. The firſt patent 7s determined, tho' the 

« ſecond was granted pro illa vice, and ſurrendered the 
« next day. Br. N C. 5 Mar. Br. Commiſſions pl: 25. 

% NoTHING now remains but to ſhew, that the office of 
chief juſtice and governor of your province are incon- 

e ſiſtent. To explain this, I muſt inform you, that your 

ſupreme court is a court of general juriſdiction, efta- 

bliſhed by an ordinance of governor and council; claim- 

ing the like power here in all pleas civil and criminal]; 

as fully as they are taken cognizance of by the King's 

Bench and Common Pleas in England. Superior to 
this, is the Court of Governor and Council — a court, 

inſtituted by one of his Majeſty's inſtructions to your 
« governor, In virtue of this inſtruction, writs of error 
are returned from the ſupreme court, before the gover- 

« nor and council. The inconſiſtency then of the two 


* offices becomes very apparent. By the inſtruction, the 
“ governor in the court above is a ſine quo nom; and to 
CC 


ſuppoſe him at the ſame time judge in the court be- 
| Jaw. 
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low, and muſt diſregard the abſurdity of the gover- 
nor's ſending a writ to command himſelf; and of his 
juſtifying his judgment as chief juſtice to himſelf in 
council as governor : and yet be excluded from a voice 
in the judgment above; which nevertheleſs cannot be 
given without him. You fee then the incompatiblity 
is much {tronger, than if a man ſhould be judge both 
of the King's and Common Bench in England. There 
the other judges of B. R. might correct the error in 
the Common Pleas --- but here the courſe of public 
juſtice might be intirely ſtopped. 

Ir it ſhould be ſaid, his power was only ſuſpended, 

while in the chair of government ; I anſwer with the 
obſervation before --- that an office is a duty, as the 


very word itſelf implies: and I know of no fleeping 


and not-to-be-exerciſed office. Every office is inſti- 
tuted for the public good: the officer is therefore 


obliged to exerciſe his duty; for, without that, he 


cannot ſerve the public --- and to be ob/iged 10 act, 
and at the ſame time ob/iged not to act, is nonſenſe. It 


would be more ſpecious to ſay, the inſtruction is no 
law ; as your aſſemblies have often ſaid in other caſes ; 
but then, Sir, Mr. De Lancey, in obedience to it, has 
declined acting as judge, ever ſince the death of Sir 
D. Oſborne: and why has he (as I have been in- 


formed) rejected a writ of error, becauſe, according to 
this very inſtruction, the damages in demand did not 


* exceed 3001. ſterling ? Beſides this court of Governor 


„ and 
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ce and council, I am told, has long exerciſed its power, 1756. 
« under this and former inſtructions to your- governors, a 
ce of the like tenor, without the leaſt oppoſition. 

e The offices will further appear to be inconſiſtent, 
ec if you reflect — that as governor he is alſo chancellor. 
«© The Court of Chancery often reſtrains the power of 
ce the law courts: and it is the ſpirit of every court to 
“ enlarge its own juriſdiction. Upon both theſe accounts, 
e the two offices muſt inevitably claſh. I know that 
C Knevet was formerly chief juſtice and chancellor: but 
ce the propriety of that double inveſtiture was never ſo- 
« lemnly conſidered. It was long ago, in the time 
ce of Edw. III. There has been no inſtance of the like 
« jn later times; nor do I believe it would be ſuffered. 
« But the caſe is much ſtronger here --- and I can't con- 
e ceive, for the reaſons above, that your lieut. governor 
« will attempt to fit as judge, by virtue of his old com- 
“ miſſion. It is more probable, he will prevail on your 
“ governor, lately arrived, to grant him a new patent. 

TI am,” &c. 

PexHars, my Lord, no higher evidence can be aſſigned 
of a man's influence, than ſuch a bold invaſion of his 
Majeſty's prerogative. Mr. De Lancey was determined not 
to loſe an office, which he knew. to be the grand ſource 
of his popularity, and the main prop of his power. For, 
whoever is chief juſtice of the province, unleſs a very 
novice, muſt be the ſecond man in the government. Go- 
vernor Hardy made no oppoſition to this large ſtride of 

P ambition: 
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1756, ambition: and the other not long after, by his wonderful 


De Lancey 
obliges the 


artifice, ſubjected him to his abſolute dominion. It was 


effected in the following manner - Your Lordſhip will 


governor to be pleaſed to recollect, that Mr. De Lanoey had the ad- 


paſs two acts 


of aſſembly. 


dreſs to prevail upon the aſſembly to ſend up a bill to 
the —_— on the 4th of February, intituled, An Act 
for the Payment of the Debts due from this Colony; 
« and other Purpoſes therein mentioned.” By this, pay- 
ments were to be made to many creditors of the govern- 
ment, for ſervices done this colony, without ſpecifying what 
thoſe ſervices were. The lieut. governor was to receive 
37871. 168. and ſeveral other ſums were payable to his 
brother. It was in reality a bill for diſcharging the arrears 
due to the ordinary officers of the government. To ren- 


der it the more palatable to the governor, proviſion was 


made for paying him alſo large ſums for preſents to the 
Indians, and the expences of his voyage to Albany, after 
the French repulſe at Lake George. When it came up to 
the council, it obtained a majority only by one voice: and 


of theſe, my Lord, two gentlemen, beſides lieut. gov. De 


Lancey, were themſelves intereſted in the bill. They were 
the puiſne judges of the ſupreme court, Meſſ. Horſeman- 
den ns Chambers, whoſe arrears of ſalary were now 
by the act to be diſcharged. Meſſ. Colden, Alexander, 
and Smith looked upon it, as a mean invaſion of the 
King's inſtructions, which, until they reſigned their ſeats 
at the council board, they were bound in honour to re- 


gard with facred punctuality. It was beſides evidently 5 
partial; 


1151 


partial; no proviſion being made for other creditors, 17 56. 
whoſe demands were indiſputable. They alſo conceived 
it derogatory to the dignity of that board, to paſs an act, 
excluding themſelves from any knowlege of thoſe ſervices, 
for which the reſpective ſums were made payable. For theſe 
reaſons, among others, they oppoſed the bill ; and prayed 
their diſſent might be entered, as a vindication of them- 
ſelves to his Majeſty. The governor, to whom it was ſent 
up, detained it for farther conſideration ; tho' he paſſed 
ſeveral other bills on the 19th of the month. This cir- 
cumſtance, my Lord, could not but chagrin his lieute- 
nant, who had the bill much at heart ; not only on ac- 
count of the large ſums thereby payable to himſelf and 
brother; but becauſe the paſſing it into a law, would be 
the fulleſt evidence of his aſcendancy over the governor ; 
and if he could bring him into diſgrace with the mini- 
ſtry, by leading him into a breach of inſtructions, it was 
plain he would have nothing to rely upon, but his own 
popularity. This was an important card, and to be ſkil- 
fully played off. So indeed it was: and when I finiſh 
the ftory, I am perſuaded your Lordſhip will . entertain 
no very mean opinion of American politicians, --- The 
ſpring was now advancing ; and it became neceſſary to 
paſs a law for levying forces, not only to join the eaſtern 
colonies, on a new expedition againft the French fortreſs 
at Crown Point, but for the protection of our weſtern 
frontiers, in conjunction with Pennſylvania and New 
ans which were become fields of blood, by the daily 


P 2 ravages 
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1756. ravages of inhuman barbarians. The bill for this pur- 
— 


poſe originated with the aſſembly: and Mr. De Lancey, 
who was now cloſeting the members, was its principal 
conſtructor, When it came before the council on the 
28th of March, that board immediately objected to it, 
according to his expectations: and the governor declared, 
that if the council approved, he ſhould himſelf give it a 
negative. According to the tenor of this bill, the forces 
deligned for the weſtern expedition were to ſerve but 
forty days, when the province of New Jerſey had or- 
dained their quota, to be diſbandable by Mr. Belcher : and 
Sir Charles Hardy inſiſted, that the like confidence ought 
to be repoſed in his judgment. The two houſes now en- 
gaged themſelves in a diſpute, at a time when, of all 
others, every contention ſhould have been avoided. Mr. 
Oliver De Lancey, appointed by the houſe to provide the 
ſupplies for the regiment deſigned as our quota towards 

the Crown Point expedition, now gave orders to ſtop 
all farther preparations, an open rupture between the 
governor and aſſembly being daily expected. The mem- 
bers began freely to ſpeak againſt him. The council la- 
boured to procure an alteration of the bill --- but all to 
no purpoſe. The principal thing aimed at, was the 
paſſing of the debt-bill: and a leading member in the 
houſe plainly intimated their deſigns to the governor. 
Doubtleſs your Lordſhip will wonder he did not diſſolve 
them with indignation. Believe me, my Lord, it would 
have been a ſtep, at this time, extremely unadviſeable. 


Forty 


47 


Forty days intermiſſion between the teſt and return of 1756. 
the writ of ſummons for the election of repreſentatives, OT 
being required by law; the public exigencies were too 
preſſing to admit of any delay. Mr. De Lancey knew 
all his advantages : and that Sir Charles Hardy might be 
at no loſs to conjecture that the houſe was now acting at 
his beck, nor himſelf under the neceſſity of joining with 
the council againſt the bill, abſented himſelf from the 
conſultations of that board, The neighbouring colonies 
in the mean time were urging the diſpatch of our pre- 
parations for opening the campaign. Reduced at length 
by theſe perplexities, he was obliged to ſend for his lieu- 
tenant, and give him his promiſe to pals the favourite 
bill for payment of the public debts. The houſe then 
privately took back the quota-bill ; and after a few al- 
terations, the council paſſed it on the 31ſt of March. To 
both of them Sir Charles gave his aſſent the following day: 
and they were enrolled among our laws. I leave this 
affair to your Lordſhip's own reflections ; obſerving only, 
that from this period, the lieutenant gevernor's influence 
became more apparent than before --- and that as it al- 
ways was, ſo it will ever continue to be, his ruling paſſion, 
and the grand engine of his politics, to cruſh or controul 
the King's governors in this province, 

Tux plan of operations, concerted at New York in 
December, was a few days after tranſmitted to Sir Thomas 


Robinſon, to be laid before his Majeſty, for the royal ap- 
probation. 
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1786. probation *, Upon the arrival of the firſt veſſels from 
— 


Intelligence 
from Eng- 
land, 


agreęable to 


Mr. Shirley's 


adverſaries, 
and why. 


Europe in April following, we were ſurpriſed with theſe 
remarkable articles of intelligence: That the action at 


Lake George had been magnified in England into an al- 


moſt deciſive victory --- that Mr. Johnſon was advanced 
to the dignity of a baronet, and 5000 l. ſterling voted, 
by the commons, as a farther reward for his great ſervices 
--- that Eyres, his engineer, was raiſed to a majority --- 
and Wraxal, his ſecretary, to the command of a company. 
To crown, in fine, the utmoſt wiſhes of his adverſaries 
--- that Mr. Shirley's conduct having been intirely diſ— 
approved, his Majeſty had been pleaſed to remove him 
from the command, and appoint the right hon. the Earl 
of Loudon general of all his forces in North America. 
Than theſe particulars, nothing could have been more 
pleaſing to the New York cabal; as they were ſhortly 
to reap the fruits of all thoſe calumnies of which they 
had been the original authors. A change of the general 
at once gratified their revenge and ambition, and faci- 


litated the execution of an affair earneſtly ſolicited, and 


greatly advancive of their intereſt. 

I wii. not affert, that Mr. Shirley had yet received 
his Majeſty" s orders wich reſpect to the late plan of ope- 
rations. I believe he had not --- becauſe on the 7th of 
May he arrived at Albany, and continued his prepara- 

* Mr. Pownal importuned Mr. Shirley to be made the bearer of theſe diſpatches, 


The general very civilly thanked him for the offer of his ſervice ; but choſe rather 


to confide in Major Rutherford and Capt. Staats Morris. Mr. Pownal followed ſoon | 
after them to England. 


tions 


[ 129 ] 
tions for carrying that plan into execution, until the 25th 1756. 
of the month, when a council of war was there held, Tic genera 
conſiſting of the following members: | arrives at 
Albany, and 
His Excellency the GENERAL. nchen 


cil of war; 


Lieut. Col. Gage, Lieut. Col. Burton, Major Chapman, 
Major Sparks, Sir John St. Clair, John Montreſer, Eſq; 


chief engineer. 


Mr. Shirley laid before them the minutes of the congreſs and ac- : 
in December, and acquainted them with the ſtate of af- Ik the fi 
fairs. With reſpect to the weſtern expedition, the naval or eg . 
force upon the lake conſiſted, he obſerved, of two veſ- 

ſels of ten carriage- guns each; two row-gallies, each of 

ten ſwivels ; and that he had thats months before iſſued 

orders for building three other veſſels, one of eighteen, 
another of ſixteen, and a third of twelve carriage-guns. 
Beſides which, there would be 250 whale-boats upon the 

lake, each of them capable of containing 16 men. The 

land forces then at Oſwego, and on their march for pre- 
ſerving a free communication between that place and 
Albany, were his own and Pepperell's regiments, with 

that raiſed and ſupported by the province of New Jer- 

ſey, and the four Tagen companies of New York. 

As there was a magazine of proviſions and ſtores at the 
Canajohary Falls, about 3 5 miles from ScheneQady ; his 
excellency propoſed poſting there 100 men out of thoſe 
forces: as many more at the German Flats, to ſecure 
another magazine, guard the portage, and convoy the 


proviſions 
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1750, proviſions thro” the Wood ck. : and as the fall near 
ll —Y Oſwego occaſioned another ſmall portage, a fort was 
Li there alſo to be erected, for a garriſon of fifty men at 
| leaſt, It was, my Lord, of the greateſt moment to keep 
open the communication between Albany and our fort on 
the lake; his excellency was therefore intent upon raiſing | 
| four companies of ſixty privates each, to be employed 
in ſcouting along the paſſage, and harraſſing the French 
ſettlements between Frontenac and Montreal. 
Tus general gave them allo an account of the ſtrength 
| of Oſwego, when he left it the laſt fall --- adding, 5 
0 he had ſent up Mr. M“ Keller, the engineer in ſecond, 
and Mr. Sewer, a practitioner engineer, with orders to 
make ſuch additional works, as they ſhould think ne- 
ceſſary for the ſecurity of that important poſt. And your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to take notice, that theſe orders 
if KT were iſſued very early in March, before. the Mohawk 
in river was open 3 and that the engineers actually arrived 
if at Oſwego in April. At theſe ſeveral garriſons were to be 
depoſited ſix months proviſions for 7000; and he ob- 
ſerved to the council, that for that purpoſe, 200 whale- 
boats and 500 battoes had been diſpatched ſince the firſt 
„ of April from Schenectady. The remaining quantity 
if would have been tranſported by the middle of July, had 
i his deſigns been carried into execution. 
As to the provincial expedition, he informed them --- 
| that the troops voted by the ſeveral colonies amounted to 
| he £800 men, including the officers and garriſons at the 
| 
| 
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11 
forts Edward and William-Henry. One, or perhaps two 1756. 
hundred Indians might be expected to join them, beſide —Y— 
a company which his excellency had raiſed, to harraſs 
the enemy upon Lake Champlain, and procure intelli- 
gence of their motions in Canada; and three more, for 
the like ſervice, were intended to 12 choſen out of the 
whole force deſtined for Crown Point. 

Azobr this time one Rogers, of New Hampſhire, capt. of Capt. Ro- 

a ranging company, gave repeated demonſtrations of his Seeder, 
activity in the neighbourhood of Crown Point. He made dann 


gence; ot 


many incurſions upon the enemy, fell on their ſcattered u e 
parties, and ſcarce ever returned to Fort Willam-Henry i News hs 
without ſcalps and priſoners. The general took a particular 
notice of him; and he became ſingularly ſerviceable in 
procuring intelligence. By a cadet, whom he took on 

the 2oth of May, we were informed, that the whole 
number of men at Fort St. Frederic, Tinonderoge, and 

at an advanced poſt, were 1100, compoſed of the regi- 
ments of Languedoc, the Queen's regiment, two com- 
panies of the colony troops, and the militia, Beſides 
theſe, there were Indians ; but their numbers uncertain : 
that at Tinonderoge the French had twelve pieces of ord- 
nance mounted, and carriages preparing for an additiona] 
number ; but that the retrenchment at the advanced poſt 
was without any cannon. Theſe troops wintered at Mont- 
real and Chambly; and arrived at the ſouth end of the 
lake about the middle of April, being plentitully ſup- 


plied with proviſions and military ſtores. --- Theſe intel- 
Q ligences 
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1756, gences the general laid before his council; and then ob- 


ſerved, 


Their opi- 
nion and ad- 
vice. 


that the goth and 51ſt regiments, the four inde- 
pendent companies, and the regiment of New Jerſey, 
were ſcarce a third part of the number of troops deſigned 
by the general plan for the operations upon Lake Onta- 


rio : that the provincials were alſo not only deficient of the 


complement thought neceſſary at the congreſs, but even 
of the number voted by the provinces concerned in the 
enterprize againſt Crown Point; and that it was impracti- 
cable, even with the junction of the 44th and 48th re- 
giments, then at Albany, to carry on both the northern 
and weſtern expeditions at the ſame time : that he had 
no dependance upon the Indians of the Six Nations ; Sir 


William Johnſon being unable to procure ſcouting parties; 


and that upon this account he propoſed railing four com- 
panies for that ſervice. 

Your Lordihip may hence obſerve, what reaſon the 
congreſs in December had for their opinion, that more 
troops were neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice in America. 
No reinforcements being yet arrived from England, for 
carrying the general plan into execution, the council were 
of unanimous opinion — that 1 300 ought to be poſted 

t Oſwego, 50 at the Falls, 200 at the Oneida Carrying- 


Place, 150 at the German Flatts, and as many more at 


the Conejohary Falls. They adviſed therefore, — That 
the 5oth and 51ſt, and the New Jerſey regiments, the 


independents, and the North Carolina provincials (all 


which amounted to about 2000 men) ſhould be employed 


4 in 
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in that ſervice. The 44th and 48th regiments, with the co- 1756. 


lony troops, were thought ſufficient to reduce Crown Point. 


Accordingly, they recommended their junction: adviſing, 


however, that the regulars ſhould continue for a time in 
their encampment at Albany. — The ranging companies, 
propoſed by the general, were highly approved; and the 
raiſing of others ſtrongly recommended. They alſo con- 
curred with him in ſentiment — that a road ought to be 
made from the German Flatts to Oſwego : and declared, 
it appeared to them very neceſſary to ſtrengthen Fort Ed- 
ward, and ere& another at the South Bay. The former 
was a depoſit for ſtores, and at the concurrence of all the 
routes from Crown Point to Albany. The latter would 
command the route taken by baron Dieſkau for his de- 
ſigned attack upon Fort Edward — a route thro' which 
e Ben were frequently made upon our northern fron- 
tier. A fort at the South Bay was conceived requiſite, to 
cover our convoys of proviſions for the northern expedi- 
tion from the inſults of the enemy, who in flying par- 
ties infeſted the paſſage from Albany to * William-Henry. 
The propriety of this advice, my Lord, muſt be evident 
to every man of a tolerable acquaintance with the coun- 
try; and theſe were the very ſentiments which the general 
repeatedly communicated to Sir William Johnſon, in his 


* For the building of a fort at South Bay preparations were making when Mr. 
Shirley reſigned the command of the army : but the work has ſince been neglected; 


and the paſſage from Fort Edward to our camp at William-Henry, infeſted all this 


ſummer, and many of our people cut off, as was foreſeen by this council. 
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1756. letters, after the action at Lake George; ; Which were 
oe” ſlighted by the cabal, who ſtudiouſiy oppoſed him 


in all his meaſures. 

Tavs I have ſhewn your Lordſhip the reaſons why the 
general plan continued to be unexecuted, till the fitting of 
this laſt council of war. Mr. Shirley, however, in hopes 
of the arrival of the expected reinforcements, and loth to 
be diverted from his favourite deſigns upon Lake Onta- 
rio, continued to throw large quantities of proviſions and 
ſtores into Schenectady, and all the magazines between 
that place and Oſwego. This, it was ſuppoſed, was done 
to induce his ſucceſſor, from theſe ample ſupplies, to act 
upon this quarter ; it being univerſally imagined, that 
Crown Point was now become the main object of the 
miniſtry. Till the arrival of General Webb on the 7th 


of June, this was only conjecture, and general report. 


The effects of the miſrepreſentations of American affairs 
in England, then became evident to all; for the ſtores 


laid in at Schenectady were now roconveyed to Albany 


for the northern expedition; and freſh clamours excited 


againſt Mr. Shirley, for his ſupplies towards the weſtern 


Mejor Gene- operations. On the 15th of June, Major General Aber- 


ral Aber- 
crombie 
takes the 
command of 
the army, 


crombie landed at New Vork; and ten days after at Al- 
bany ; where he immediately ook upon himſelf the com- 
mand of the army. Shirley continued there no longer 
than to deliver over to the new general the proper returns, 
and communicate ſuch information as appeared neceſſary, 
with reſpect to the preſent ſituation of affairs. 

TER 
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TAE whole force, of which General Abercrombie now 17 56. 
took the command, conſiſted of the 44th, 48th, goth, and 
51ſt regiments, four independent companies, the New Jer- 
ſey regiment, four companies raiſed by the province of 
North Carolina, Otway's, and the Highland regiments *, 
_ the provincial forces deſtined againſt Crown Point. 

Ins TrUCTIONs had been given to Sir William Johnſon — 
to procure a large body of the Six N 2 

proc ge yo the dix ations, to Join in any holds a con- 
attempt that might be made upon the Lake Ontario ; and 8 
to engage IOC more, for the aſſiſtance of the provincial 
army. 'To effect which, he was then holding a conference 
with the deputies of the Six Cantons at Onondaga ; from 
whence he was to proceed immediately to Oſwego. Mr. 
Shirley had, beſides, raiſed a company of Indians from 
Stockbridge, to be employed in ranging the woods be- 
tween Fort William-Henry and Montreal : and that his 
Majeſty s ſervice upon Lake Ontario might be free from 
| the obſtruRions, by which it had been the year before 
greatly embarraſſed, he had inliſted 40 companies of Forty com- 
battoemen, each of 50 men, a captain and an aſſiſtant, 5 
tor tranſporting ſtores and proviſions to Oſwego, Theſe — — 
were put under the direction of Capt. Bradſtreet, an active dee 
vigilant officer, inured to the hardſhips to which that 
ſervice inevitably expoſed him. This, tho! one of the 
moſt judicious meaſures that could have been taken, was 
made the ſubje& of low invective. The faction at New 


York laboured to repreſent it as a project to involve the 
L Thele two regiments arrived with him, and confiſted of about goo men. 


Crown. 
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| Indian coun- d1d the ſpring open, than a little blockaded poſt, with 
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1756, Crown in a needleſs expence: but time has given the 
EY fulleſt evidence of the propriety of this ſtep ; and proper 
It will appear to your Lordſhip, before the concluſion of 
this letter. General Shirley wiſely foreſaw, that the In- 
dians of the Six Nations, whatever influence over them 
Sir William Johnſon might pretend, could not be engaged 
even to protect the King's troops in the paſſage thro 
their own country; and that unleſs the communication 
v/as kept open to Oſwego, nothing could be effected upon 
the Lake, nor the garriſon itſelf preſerved from falling 


A ſmall poſt into the hands of the enemy. Accordingly, no ſooner 
cut off in the 


uy: 25 men, at the Carrying-Place, in the very center of the 


Oneida country, was cut off; the Oneidas themſelves 
being unqueſtionably concerned in the maſſacre. Nothing 
could ſecure us againſt the repetition of theſe inſults, but 
paſſing through the country with large ſquadrons of bat- 
toes: and to facilitate the tranſportation, Mr. Shirley, 
who canvaſled every expedient for the preſervation of 
Oſwego, employed a working party of 80 men, under 
a director, to remove the obſtructions in the Wood Creek; 
by this means, the portage from the Mohawks River, 
acroſs the great Carrying- Place, was reduced from eight 
miles to one. Nor did he omit obſerving to his ſucceſſor, 
that an attempt upon Niagara was of the laſt importance; 
the loſs or preſervation of our Indians depending upon 
the ſucceſs of che operations on Lake Ontario. 

RELATIVE 
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RELATIVE to the Crown Point expedition, he recom- 1756. 
mended the march of part of the army, in a new diſ- 3 
covered route, on the weſt ſide of Lake George, to the 
enemy's advanced works, five miles ſhort of Tinonde- 
roge. Which being carried, the heavy artillery and ſtores 
might be there landed, and tranſported thro' a road to 
Tinonderoge and Fort Frederic: and after the reduction 
of thoſe fortreſſes, he adviſed General Abercrombie im- 
mediately to conſtruct armed veſſels, to ſecure the com- 
mand of Lake Champlain. 

Your Lokps Hir may remember, that an attempt was Governor 
propoſed, at the congreſs in December, againſt Fort Du —＋ og 
Queſne, with an army of 3000 provincials. Gov. Sharpe porf Pu 
was to have commanded in that enterprize ; but there Qeſue tails. 
remained now no hopes of its proſecution. Virginia choſe 
to be intirely upon the defenſive. --- Maryland was wholly 
inactive; her frontier being covered by the adjoining pro- 
vinces - and as to Penſylvania, ſhe raiſed indeed 1500 
men, but only with a view to protect her out- farms; nor 
probably would thus far have conſulted her own ſafety, 
but for the daily murders and horrid cruelties perpetrated 
upon her borders. 

W1TH reſpec to the circumſtances. of Indian affairs to Circum- 
the northward --- While Mr. Shirley was at Oſwego, and 1 
upon his return, as I before obſerved to your Lordſhip, nt worth 
he propoſed to the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, a 

Oneidas, the erection of ſmall forts for the protection of 


their reſpectiye caſtles. The two laſt tribes conſented, 
deſiring 
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1756. deſiring alſo, that the forts might be mounted with can- 
non: and the Tuſcoraras afterwards ſent deputies to him, 
with' the like requeſt : --- the Senecas and Cayugas had 
alſo lately ſignified their ' acquieſcence to Sir William 
Johnſon; and the general tranſmitted him the plan 
of a fort, directing the proſecution of the work with all 
poſſible diſpatch, as a molt effectual means to ſecure the 

Indian country to his Majeſty. 
BEroxkE Mr. Shirley left Oſwego the laſt year, he pro- 
poſed to the Six Nations, their convening this ſummer, in 
a grand council there, the Indians on the north ſide of 
Lake Ontario, and round Lake Erie, to conſult their 
common tereſt, and maintain a correſpondence by an- 
nual councils at Oſwego. And to draw off the latter 
from their attachment to the French, recommended to 
the Six Nations their concurrence, in opening a free trade 
with the foreign Indians, at the entrance of the Onon- 
daga river, upon terms more advantageous to all the In- 
dians, than any hitherto purſued. This ſpring Sir Wil- 
liam Johnſon informed his excellency, that the Six Na- 
tions were extremely well pleaſed with the projects re- 
lating both to the trade at Oſwego, and the conſtruction 
of forts in their cantons. To accelerate the latter, the 
general ſupplied him with 5000 l. ſterling, in addition 
to 50001. advanced to him by General Braddock : and 
yet, my Lord, he was conſtrained to confeſs, in a ſub- 
ſequent * letter, that unleſs his excellency could engage 
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feveral companies of rangers, he deſpaired of the preſerva- 1 . 
tion even of a free paſſage thro' their country: and whe- 
ther he has to this day built a ſingle fort, as the general | | | 
propoſed, I haye not been , after much _— to Ill 
diſcover. 
EqvaLLy unpromiſing was the Situation of our r affairs Sinnen of 


ur affairs 


with the ſouthern Indians. Some hopes indeed were en- with the 
tertained of the fidelity of the Cherokees --- a people n 
warlike and powerful; in whoſe territories the Virginians 

were erecting a fortreſs. The Shawanele nevertheleſs con- 

tinued their irruptions into that province: and Governor 
Dinwiddie was obliged to draſt the militia, to oppoſe their 
progreſs, and preſerve the town of Wincheſter. Theſe 
Indians alſo, with the Suſquehanas and Delawares, com- 

mitted frequent hoſtilities upon the Penſylvanians. Go- 

vernor Morris, for the protection of the country, carried 

a line of forts on the weſt ſide of the Kittatiny moun- I; 
tains, all along the extended frontier of that colony, from Fil 
Delaware to the river Potowmac. The government of 
New Jerſey proceeded even to declare war againſt the 1 
Delaware Indians; and would have penetrated into their i 
ſettlements, had not aſſurances been ſent by Sir William 1 
Johnſon from the council at Onondaga, that the Dela- 3 1 
wares and Shawaneſe, in obedience to the Six Nations, Y | | 
were under renewed and poſitive engagements, to re- | i 
train from any farther outrages upon the ſouthern fron- i 
tiers. If any ſuch promiſes were really made, tis cer- | 0 | 
tain they were immediately broken, many of our inba- 1 
R bitants 
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1750. bitants having fince been murdered and captivated by the 
" * ſavages of thoſe very tribes. Whence we may fairly 
conclude, that either the Six Nations connived at theſe 
infractions of their commands; or that their antient ſo- 
vereignty 1s become the contempt of their tributaries. In 

fact, my Lord, the matter is ſtill worſe. Too much rea- 

ſeion is there to believe the truth of both theſe alternatives. 

2 be wigs I INroRMED your Lordſhip, that Sir William Johnſon was 
conduct con- ordered to proceed from Onondaga to Oſwego, with as 
baer. many Indians as could be perſuaded to march with him; 
not only for the more effectual preſervation of that poſt, 

but to execute the plan which Gen. Shirley had concerted, 

for the eſtabliſhment of an annual council there, with 

thoſe Indians who had been long in the French intereſt, 

and ſcemed ready to liſten to propoſals for an alliance 

with us. It was expedient, my Lord, that he ſhould have 
complied with theſe inſtructions, nay it was his duty; but 

no ſooner was he acquainted with Mr. Shirley's reſigna- 

tion of the command of the army, than he returned 

from Onondaga to Albany, at the head of about 60 In- 

dians ; leaving Capt. Patten with his company of grena- 

diers, to wander thro' a forlorn wilderneſs, in ſearch of 
Oſwego. Whether this inſtance of his conduct was not 
intended to raiſe his reputation with the new general, as a 

leading man among the Indians, I leave to your Lord- 

ſhip's conjecture. By arts like theſe, he acquired his In- 

dian fame: and the influence of the faction at New 

York fo powertully ſuſtained it, that few perſons doubted 


E 


his ability to procure ſeveral hundred warriors for our 1756. 
aſſiſtance, tho every day exhibited freſh proofs of their MUM i 
melancholy defection. Beſides the deſtruction of our 
poſt in the very country of the Oneidas mentioned be- 
fore, the enemy infeſted the parts about Oſwego, and the 
whole paſſage thither, without the leaſt oppoſition from 
the Six Nations. Alarms indeed were frequently given of 
the approach of their flying parties; and it was obſervable, 
that Sir William Johnſon, on thoſe occaſions, as Colonel of 
the county, raiſed the militia of Albany, and proceeded to 
the ſpot; tho every man acquainted with Indians well 
knows, that of all places, theſe are the moſt unlikely for 


finding the enemy. By ſuch ſham expeditions have our 
northern inhabitants been impoveriſhed and diſtreſſed: nor 
could they anſwer any other end, than to raiſe a bruit thro? 
the colonies ; and with parade and oftentation ſet the ga- 
zetteers upon ſounding his applauſe. --- Even in theſe wild 
romantic excurſions, but few Indians attended him : and 
yet if we credit our news writers, hundreds were in hig 
train. | 
Ms. SnIRLEVY had ſcarce reſigned the command to 
Major General Abercrombie, when the good effect of the 
battoe ſervice became fo irreſiſtibly evident, that his very 
enemies recollected their ungrounded calumnies with 
ſhame and confuſion, --- I allude, my Lord, to the action Account of 
between the French and our battoe men, on the 3d of acht 


action of our 


July. Senſible of the importance of Oſwego, the enemy battee men 


under Capt. 


collected themſelves about the latter end of May in a Bradſtreet. 
1 R 2 large 
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1756. large body, not many miles to the eaſtward of that gar- 


WY rion; from whence detachments were perpetually ſent 


out to fall upon our workmen, and infeſt the paſſage 
thro' the Onondaga River. Capt. Bradſtreet, who had the 
direction of the battoes, was apprized that ſmall parties lay 
in ambuſh, waiting a favourable opportunity to attack him. 
Accordingly, when he left Oſwego, he ordered the ſeve- 
ral diviſions to proceed as near each other as poſſible: 
but ſo numerous and irregular a body could not without 
difficulty be kept to any tolerable order. He was at the 
head of about 300 battoe-men, in the firſt diviſion, upon 
his return to Schenectady ; and about nine miles from 
Oſwego, when the enemy, who were 700 ſtrong, roſe 
from their ambuſcade, and fired upon his front. Near 
the place of attack, was a ſmall iſland, by which the 
enemy might eaſily have forded the river. Bradſtrect in 
an inſtant landed upon the iſland, to prevent being in- 
cloſed between two fires; and with fix men maintained. 
bis poſſeſſion, bravely repelling twenty of the enemy, who 
attempted to ſeize that advantageous poſt. He was then 
reinforced with fix others; and even'compelled a ſecond 
party of 40 French to give way. Enraged at this ſhame- 
ful diſappointment, the enemy, to the number of 70 men, 
thought proper to make a third attempt ; but the battoe- 
men, who did not exceed 20, with redoubled bravery 
ſtill kept their ground, and again forced their adverſaries 
to retire, During theſe ſkirmiſhes, which laſted near an 
hour, the battoe-men 1 in the rear landed, without loſs or 
confuſion, 


— 
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confuſion, upon the ſouth {ide of the river. Four hun- 17 56. 


dred of the enemy now advanced up the north fide of. 


the ſtream, intending to ford it about a mile higher, and 
ſurround us. Bradſtreet, aware of the deſign, left the 
land, and with 200 men marched on the other fide to 
oppoſe them, But they had actually forded over, before 
he came up, and poſted themſelves in a ſwamp. Dr.- 
Kirkland, with the ſecond diviſion of battoes, was now 
advancing to his aſſiſtance; but Bradſtreet ordered him, 
and Capt. Butler, who commanded the third diviſion, to 
keep their poſts, and cover the battoes in the rear. Being 
arrived at the ſwamp, an engagement enſued in the In- 
dian manner of fighting, and continued above an hour 
with, dubious ſucceſs. Bradſtreet, at length animating his 
men, ruſhed into the thicket thro' twice his number 5 and 
gallantly puſhed them into the river, where many of 
them periſhed. Another attempt was made, in the mean 
time, to ford the river a little higher; but thoſe being alſa 
repulſed, the whole party was intirely routed and dif. 
perſed. ED, 8 
Jusr after the defeat, Capt. Patten, with his grenadiers 
from Onondaga, fell in with our battoes; and the next 
morning a reinforcement of 200 men came up from the 
garriſon: and but for the exceſſive rains, which began 
ſoon after the action, and continued all the next day, 
theſe brave battoe-men would probably have cut off the 
whole party. Had Sir William Johnſon, as was expected, 
accompanied Capt. Patten to. Oſwego, with the Indians 
from. 
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1956. from Onondaga, Bradſtreet might have made immediate 
WY purſuit, and many of the enemy muſt have been over- 


taken: but this pacihc plenipotentiary was then haſten- 
ing to Albany (a fater ſituation) with the important mi- 
nutes of his late conference. A conference full of affec- 
tionate Indian ſpeeches, and large promiſes of their aſſiſt 


ance; when ſcarce a man of them could be prevailed 
upon to turn out of his hut for the defence of the com- 


mon cauſe, Bradſtreet had but three Indians of the Six 
Nations with him at this attack. Of theſe, one took to 
his heels; a ſecond fought bravely ; but the third went 
over to the enemy, and aſſiſted in pointing out our 
officers. In theſe ſeveral actions we had about 30 men 
killed and wounded. How many of the French were 


ſlain, is not certainly known; tho' it is generally ſaid, 


they loſt about 120. Eighty arms were brought to Sche- 


nectady; and about 70 men found in the woods, and 


carried to Oſwego. The French fled in the utmoſt diſ- 


order: and ſome of their regular ſoldiers, being ſtrangers 


| Bradfireet 


ves in- 


to the country, got bewildered in the deſart, and e 


for want of ſuſtenance. 
BRADñSTREET arrived at Schenectady on the 11th of 


telligence f July ; and the next day acquainted General Abercrombie 


the enemy's 
deſign to at- 


at Albany of the ſtate of Oſwego. - --- That he learnt 


tk Oſwego. from his priſoners, the French were preparing to attack 


it, -having 1200 men for that purpoſe encamped not far 
from the eaſternmoſt fort. Upon the receipt of this in- 


bellgrace, orders were iflued to Major General Webb, to 
4 hold 
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hold himſelf in readineſs to march for its defence with 


the 44th regiment. My Lord, Mr. Shirley had, ſeveral "Y 


days before *, adviſed General Abercrombie to reinforce 
that garriſon with + two battalions at leaſt : and they 
might have marched immediately, as Bradſtreet was ready 
to convoy the troops, and every magazine, along the paſ- 
ſage, plentifully ſupplied with proviſions. But not to an- 
ticipate my ſtory ; 


Ms. SHIRLEY arrived at New York on the 4th of July, 


1756. 


and waited the arrival of my Lord Loudon, who landed Lord Lou- 


there on the 2 zd of that month, with Mr. Pownal in his 

train: but in what character the latter returned a ſecond 
time from England, was a ſubject of doubtful conjecture. 
— His Lordſhip, regardleſs of, his eaſe, and the fatigues 
of a tedious voyage, tarried there but three days; and 


don arrives. 


on the 29th of July reached his head quarters at Wer 


when he took upon him elf the command of the army. 


Tux garriſon, of Oſwego conſiſted now of 1400 men, 0 Our preſent 
and about 300 workmen and ſailors, Four hundred and: 


force, and 


that of the 


eighty- five were poſted, in ſmall parties, between that place 9 8 


and Burnet's Field, to maintain an open paſſage thro' the 
country of the Six Nations. The 44th and 48th regi- 


ments at Albany and Schenectady, with the Britiſh troops 


Juſt arrived, 5 now of 2600 men and the pro- 


* On the 26th of June, the day after he was ſaperſeded. 


+ Such a reinforcement could eaſily have been, ſpared far that purpoſe, Otway's 


and the Highland regiment being now landed at Albany. And that this neceſſary ſtep 
might not be obſtructed, General Shirley ha), before their arrival, diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to Oſwego, ordering Bradſtreet to quicken his return to Schenectady. 
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vincials, under the *. of General Winſlow, were 
about 5000, and ready to march from Fort William- 
Henry. Of the naval force of Oſwego, I have already 
given your Lordſhip an account: and as to the ſtrength 
of the enemy at Tinonderoge and Crown Point, accord- 
ing to the lateſt intelligence obtained by Capt. Rogers, 
they did not then exceed 3000 men. 

From his Lordſhip's known abilities for war, the colo- 
nies were in great hopes, that notwithſtanding the delay 


of the Britiſh reinforcements, ſome coup d eclat would 


. Oſwego 


very ſpeedily be ſtruck at Crown Point. But .alas! while 
we were intent upon this favourite deſign, the enemy were 
bending their main force, not to oppoſe us at Tinonderoge, 
but to ſecure what was to them a matter of much more 
importance, I mean the exclufive dominion of the great 


Alen by the Lakes Accordingly, they laid ſiege to Oſwego; and 


French, os 
the garriſon 


after two or three days conteſt, obliged the garriſon, on 


made prifon- the I 4th of Auguſt, to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 


£rs of war, 


war, This melancholy account was firſt brought to Al- 
bany by ſeveral ſoldiers, ſome of whom had formerly de- 


ſerted the French ſervice ; and remained many days un- 


confirmed, till the arrival of two ſailors, who made their 


eſcape after the reduction of the forts. An univerſal 


ſhock was now given to the whole continent: and to in- 


creaſe our diſtreſs, the Indians reported, that the whole 


garriſon was put to the ſword, and the dead bodies of 


our countrymen denied even the ſacred rite of ſepulture. 
But 8 by ſubſequent advices, was contradicted: and 
the 


1371 


the ſpies, diſpatched for obſervation, inform us, that 1756. 
the works are intirely demoliſhed, and the enemy de- a 
parted. In what manner, and by what numbers, it was eee 
taken, or upon what terms ſurrendered, I cannot give ſege un. 
your Lordſhip any ſatisfactory account. How many were at 
killed on. either fide is alſo unknown; tho' certain it is 
that Lieut. Col. Mercer, the: commanding e is among 
the lain. 

IT is much to be wiſhed, my Lord, tar Mr. Shirley”: $ 
advice to General Abercrombie had been followed: and 
equally to be regretted, that Sir William Johnſon returned 
with ſuch precipitation from Onondaga to Albany. Nor Battoc-men 
ought the diſcharge of 400 battoe-men, after Bradſtreet's r 
return, to paſs without ſome remark. They arrived at 
Schenectady, as I obſerved before, on the 1 Ith of July; and 
methinks the recent proofs of their courage, and the ac- 
count they gave of the ſtrength and deſigns of the enemy, 
might have been a ſufficient antidote againſt the poiſon 
of that council for their diſcharge ; which was unqueſtion- 
ably deſigned by Mr. Shirley's enemies for throwing an 
odium on his meaſures. To the ſame influence, my General 
Lord, it was undoubtedly owing, that General Webb's nch de. 
march, with the 44th regiment from Schenectady, was layed. 
delayed till the x 2th of Auguſt, but two days before the 
garriſon was actually ſurrendered. He had proceeded no 
farther than Burnet's Field, with his regiment of goo men, 
and the remaining 800 battoe-men, when the deſerters 
brought him the news of the ſiege. Upon the receipt of 


8 which, 


1756. 
Conn mand 


— "_— 
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which, he made a forced march to the Oneida Carrying- 
Place ; where he 'immediately felled trees into the Wood 


Creek, to prevent the approach of the * enemy. 


Tazss, my Lord, were great overſights: but the loſs 
of Oſwego muſt principally be aſcribed to a more diſtant 
cauſe --- to a juncto, who have all along embarraſſed every 


part of his Majeſty's ſervice on the Lake Ontario. By 
their miſrepreſentations, the public has been drawn into 


a dependence upon the Six Nations, merely to exalt Sir 
William Johnſon: and that nothing might be wanting to 
procure a change in the command of the army, and de- 


ſtroy all confidence in Shirley's judgment, Oſwego, the 


Unhappy 
conſe- 
quences of 
the loſs of 
this impor- 
tant poſt, 


Would to God this was all, and we had nothing worſe to 


great object of his attention, has been lighted as an un- 


eſſential poſt; and the reduction of St. Frederic repre- 
ſented as a point of far ſuperior moment. | 
My Los, by theſe intrigues our country bleeds --- Oſ- 
wego is loſt --- loſt perhaps for ever, with the naval ar- 
mament --- above 60 pieces of ordnance, and a rich ſup- 


ply of ſtores and proviſions, laid in at a vaſt expence, for 


ſeveral thouſand men, during the whole campaign, --- 


apprehend! --- Our furr trade, which has long been the 


principal object of the national attention, and the ſupport 
of our frontier city of Albany, is at an end. The French 


*The French were equally apprehenſive of his advancing towards them, or of our 


attempting to rebuild Oſwego: and very prudently improving the preſent advantage, 


began where General Webb left off, and continued the obſtruction quite down to the 
entrance into the Oneida Lake; which renders it impoſſible to paſs thro' the Wood 


Creek, 40 miles in length. General Webb not long after abandoned the Carrying- 
Place, after burning down the forts, much to the diſſatisfaction of the Indians. 


can 
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can now with the utmoſt facility ſecure the inland coun- 1556. 
try, and confine us to the very brinks of the ocean - a 


free communication is opened between Canada and Louiſi- 
ana; and all our intercourſe with the Indians totally 
reſcinded. The enemy, on the other hand, may, with- 


out oppoſition or reſtraint, render theſe innumerable tribes 


of ſavages their allies and dependants. The Six Nations 
are more wavering than ever: and ſhould they no longer 
think it expedient to preſerve their neutrality, the whole 


continent muſt inevitably become a field of blood. 


Whatever may be thought of theſe colonies, which of The colonies 


not ſo pow- 


late have been magnified for their numbers and opu- erful as ima- 


lence, I do affure your Lordſhip p, that a ſhort war will Sed. 


effectually exhauſt them. Their ſettlements are ſcat- 
tered; their frontiers extenſive; the inhabitants but few, 
generally in very moderate circumſtances, and ſtill luxu- 
rious, and without reſources. The irruption of a few 
Indians into Pennſylvania, had already occaſioned the 
loſs of ſeveral hundred ſouls, and the deſolation of near 
two thouſand farms. The frontiers of the neighbour- 


ing colonies are equally defenceleſs: and the power of 


the native ſavages, at. preſent in the French intereſt, is 
of itſelf ſufficient, by ſlow but inevitable means, to re- 
duce us to extreme beggary and diſtreſs. 


Tuus, my Lord, I have finiſhed the relation of what General Re- 


ections 


has hitherto been tranſacted in America. I have not upon the 


only preſented you with a ſeries of the moſt intereſting*"** 


events, but brought your Lordſhip acquainted with the 
S 2 LE characters 


10 
3 , 
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17 56. characters and deſigns of the principal agents in our 


political affairs. If I have erred, I am perſuaded it is 
not in any article of importance, nor purpoſely in the 
minuteſt. Every line of this letter hath been penned 
with the moſt ſacred veneration for truth, and a mind 
equally unbiaſſed by reſentment or affeftion. --- For ob- 
taining an intimate acquaintance with the matters re- 
hearſed, few in the colonies have had ſuperior advan- 
tages: nor in collecting proper materials, has any one 
been more aſſiduous. Add to this, that I had no other 


Intereſt in the public meaſures, than the intereſt of every 


man on the continent. TI am unconnected with all 


partics ; neither enjoying any poſt myſelt, nor ſtanding 
in the leaſt relation to a ſingle officer in the army. The 


love of my country was the ſole ſpring of my curtollty ; . 


and ſo far, indeed, I was not an unconcerned ſpectator 


of the public tranſactions. If I have made honourable 


mention of General Shirley, it was owing to my appro- 


bation of his ſchemes, as conducive to the common- 
weal of the Britiſh plantations : and if my judgment 
was in this regard erroneous, I have the pleaſure to find 
myſelf in very reſpectable company. Except New York, 
or rather a prevailing faction there, all the colonies hold 
him in very high eſteem. Some have made public de- 
clarations of their ſenſe of his great merit; and that 
too, at a time when he appeared deſcending from his 
meridian of glory. But he needed no other than the 


teſtimonials of his own province ; ; for he, my Lord, 


whole. 
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whoſe conduct is approved by the people of the Maſla- 
chuſets Bay, muſt be diſtinguiſhed both for his abilities 
and his virtue. They are too numerous and wiſe to be 
deceived, too free and independent to be driven. An 
undue influence can never be obtained by the governor 
of a colony, who has neither power nor places to be- 
ſtow. --- Their aſſemblies are annual --- the members 
elected by ballot, in number near 200. --- The council, 
or middle eſtate, choſen yearly by the aſſembly : --- and 


as all the offices are elective, not a man in the province is 


dependent on the ſmiles or the frowns of the King's re- 


preſentative : --- and yet ſo wiſe, free, and loyal a people 
have approved his judgment ; confided in his integrity ; 
teſtified in his favour ; and publickly lamented his de- 
parture from the continent. I would by no means, my 
Lord, be underſtood, by theſe favourable ſentiments of 
Shirley: to diſparage his noble Succeſſor in the command. 

He yet has not, at leaſt he deſerves not to have, a ſingle 
enemy amongſt us : and I hope it will ſerve the purpoſes 
of no man to be his enemy. I could only have wiſhed, 

that at this critical juncture, a gentleman ſo thoroughly 
verſed in American affairs, had been continued in Ame- 
rica for his Lordſhip's affiftance. 


with a ſubtle enterpriſing foe --- a foe, rapacious, martial, 
and bloody, committing murders, rather than waging 
war. Tho' the French colony contains perhaps not 30,000 
men capable to bear arms; yet theſe are all under the 
deſpotic command and ſole direction of their governor- 


general ; 


We have to contend 
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1756. general; and experience teaches us, that in ſpite of our 
\—Y navy, they may be annually reinforced. The ſtrength 
of our colonies, on the other hand, is divided ; and the 
concurrence of all neceſſaries both for ſupplies of men 
and money. Jealous are they of each other --- ſome 
ill- conſtituted others ſhaken with inteſtine diviſions --- 
and, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, parſimonious 
even to prodigality. Our aſſemblies are diffident of their 
governors — governors deſpiſe their aſſemblies, and both 
mutually miſrepreſent each other to the Court of Great 
Britain. Military meaſures demand ſecrecy and diſpatch: 
but while the colonies remain undivided, and nothing 
can be tranſacted but with their univerſal aſſent, tis 
impoſſible to maintain the one, or proceed with the other. 
Without a general conſtitution for warlike operations, 
| we can neither plan nor execute. We have a common 
intereſt, and muſt have a common council, one head, and 
one purſe. --- The French ſervice is unexpoſed to theſe 
embarraſsments; and hence they project without diſco- 
very, and we ſcarce collect their deſigns, till we are at- 
tacked and defeated. Hitherto they have proſecuted the 
war with ſuperior advantage ; and yet the militia of the 
province of the Maſſachuſets Bay alone, undoubtedly ex- 
ceeds, by ſome thouſands, all the troops of Canada. Since 
the commencement of the preſent hoſtilities, his Majeſty 
has loſt above 3000 loyal ſubjects: and as all the Indians 
are at the devotion of the French, and Oſwego is now 
loſt, many thouſand farms before the opening of the 
| next 


FY 
; 


E 

next ſpring, will probably be abandoned; and the inte- 1756. 
rior ſettlements deluged with the innocent blood of al 
ages and ſexes, Indeed, my Lord, 'tis not beneath the 
moſt elevated ſtation, to indulge the benevolent feelings 
of humanity ; nor, retiring awhile from the pomp and 
gaiety that ſurrounds you, to ſhed a pitying tear over fa- 

milies inhumanly bereft of their ſubſtance, or more in- 
humanly ſlaughtered in their beds. --- It is a celebrated 
ſaying, and does honour to human nature, Homo ſum, 
&« et nihil humanum a me alienum puto. 

Wuar the preſent or the next campaign will bring 

forth, is known only to the Omniſcient Governor of the 
univerſe. The colonies are nearly exhauſted, and their 
funds already anticipated by expenſive unexecuted pro- 
jects: and whether they will ſtill continue their efforts, . 
or reſign to a liſtleſs deſpair, is uncertain. I fear the 
worſt — and yet you know, my Lord, I am not of a 
melancholy caſt. There is too much reaſon for general 
concern: and I venture to predict, what every judicious 
perſon foreſees, that unleſs ſome ſucceſsful blow is ſtruck — 
and ſpeedily ſtruck, at the power of France, Britain muſt 
inevitably loſe her poſſeſſions in America. An event, my 
Lord, of the moſt tremendous conſequence to us --- to 
you to the Proteſtant religion to the peace of Europe 
yes --- and to the peace and happineſs of all mankind. 

HirRHERTO we have waſted our ſtrength in lopping off 
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branches, when the axe ſhould have been laid to the root 1 


of the tree. Canada, my Lord, Canada muſt be demo- 


liſhed --- 


[144 ] 
17 56. liſhed --- Delenda eſt Carthago or we are undone. 
WW Strength ſufficient have we left, with proper aſſiſtance, 
for a deciſive ſtruggle : but a lingring conſumption will 
infallibly enervate and deſtroy. France has been, ever can, 
and will be annually, throwing over freſn troops into her 
colony, in defiance of our great maritime force: and ſhould 
peace enſue, even before our ruin is compleated, what 
will be the ſtate of theſe provinces upon the next rupture 
between the two crowns, when the inland country is 
filled with our enemies ? — As you therefore value, my 
noble Lord, the cauſe of liberty ; the glory of the Britiſh 
name; the honour and dignity of the beſt of Kings; and 
the preſervation of theſe colonies from bloody carnage 
and total ruin ; exert, I beſeech you, exert your influence, 
to extirpate this brood of French ſavages from the face of 
the continent. In a ſcheme fo deciſive, and in no other, 
will the provinces heartily unite ; and if well concerted, 
and our unfortified ſea-coaſts at the ſame time ſufficiently 
protected; it will doubtleſs ſucceed — humble the pride 
of France — and cloſe the preſent war with a laſting and 
honourable peace. I am, 


My Lox, 
New York, Sept. 20, With the profoundeſt reſpect, 
1756. Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged 


and obedient ſervant. 
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